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" chcriCied by our Virtues." 

^irs fVeU that Endi Welh A« 4, Scene iil. 





t: H E F U Rr H EDITION. 






V 

IN FIVE VOLUMES. 






V L. V- 





LONDON: 

PRINTKD FOR THE A y/r U (J r4 



• • •- 



M i>cc Lxxxvi. ■ -■ - - - - • 



• • * 






[the N ^ '^"^ 



YORK:. 



PUBLIC UBR/^RY 

^4:ei0 14 

.QTQD L»vlOX AND 

tSVoundations. 
^ 1 901 












■ V 






t . 



i - 






^ - ; I -■ ^ ^ "•■ X 






a • 



« • 



• • • « • « 





'■ \ 








P 



A ^ 

O L O G Y. 

FOR THE 

I F E 

O F 

GEORGE ANNE BELLAMY- 



X E T T E R XCl, 



December sSf 17— 

1 N O W found all my theatrical expedlations 
fruftrated. Although, but a few days before, they 
^ feemed to be refuming their wonted fplendour, 
and bid &ir to be produ6live of at leaft fome years 
of unclouded funfhine, in a moment an envious 
gloom darkened the prt>fpe6l. Tranfient, as 
*^ when a fable cloud turns forth her filver lining 
** to the night,'' was the flattering hope. But fuch 
was my lot. 

I could by no means have wiflied for an engage* 

ment, unlefs it was on condition of being rein- 

VoL. V* B ftated 
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dated in mod of the parts that had been in my 
pofleflion, together with my quota of new ones ; 
and as to requefting a favour of that kind from 
Mr. Woodward, I reprobated the very thought. 
\ could not for a nroment fuppofe, even had I been 
fo unreafonable as to make fuch a weak propofal, 
that a perfon who knew the value of money fo 
well as he did, would have confented to have me 
(to make ufe of a political phrafe) tacked to him 
by way of dependent. 

For notwithftanding friendfhip is a very fine 
thing to talk of, very few would prove fuch 
devotees to it, as to facrifice a thoufand pounds a 
year upon account of it. As for my own ideas of 
that facred union, they are fo truly romantic, and 
fo very unfafliionable, that I am almofl: afliamed to 
make them known : but I Ihould not think worlds 
too dear a purchafe, for the perfon towards 
•whom I profeffed a friendfliip. I now regretted, 
more poignantly than before, that 1 had ihade 
Mr. Colman my enemy. Though I deplored his 
refentment, I acknowledged the juftice of it. I 
have, however, the confolation to add, that from 
that gentleman's liberal behaviour for fome time 
paft, I have every reafon to believe his difpleafure 
has fubfided, and that I have the happinefs, once 

more 
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jiiore, to look upon him in the light of a 
friend. 

Upon the third of December I always made a 
dinner for fome friends, in honour of its being 
the * name-day of Comte Haflang. I had accord- 
ingly invited fome ladies, and his Excellency's 
Secretary, to dine at my mother's, where I now 
refided when I came to town. 

The evening previous to that day my mother 
feemed to be indifpofed, -but as I was in hopes 
that it was only a flight indilpofition, and ftie 
herfelf objected to my putting off the party, 1 had 
not done fo. When 1 returned home from paying 
the ufua! compliments upon the bccafion, I found 
her in the parlour, much worfe than when I 
left her. Seeing this, I entreated her to permit 
me to fend for advice; which ihe refufed, but 
confented to return to bed, 

As I did not apprehend any real danger from 
my mother's illnefs, good company, joined to good 

cheer, and good humour, made us laugh rather 

-J < 

too loud; when, to our great furprize, fhe en- 
tered the room, in the midfl of our feftivity, and 
turning to Mrs. Howe, one of the ladies prefent, 
defired her not to raife a mob about the door by 
her immoderate laughing. As my mother was 

B :2 a remarkable 
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a remarkable well-bred woman, and was very par- 
ticular in hel" behaviour to thofe who were tinged 
with nobility, we concluded this uncommon rude- 
nefs muft arife from fome extraordinary caufe. 

And fo it proved to be ; for we foon perceived, 
from the tenor of her behaviour, that fhe was 
light-headed. I therefore fent away immediately 
for Doftor Macdonald, a phyfician of whom fhe 
had fuch a very high opinion, that Ihe always did 
him the honour to confult him upon every flight ui- 
difpofition of her friends, as well as herfelf, and 
that 'gratis. The Doftor immediately came, and 
apologized for not joining us at dinner, as he 
had been invited. He informed me, that he was 
rather late, and recollefting, when he got near 
Brewer-ftreet, that he was in mourning, he would 
not commit fuch a folecifm in good manners, as 
to appear in fables at my grand gala ; he therefore 
returned, and dined elfe where. 

Dodtor Macdonald did all he could to aflifl my 
mother for ten or twelve days ; but finding every 
medicine he prefcribed prove ineflFedlual, he de- 
Cred that I would call in fome other advice. I 
therefore immediately fent for Dodlor Schomberg, 
a gentleman as eminent for his wit, as diflinguifli- 
ed in his profeffion* When ht came, he pronoun- 
ced 



(?• A. B E L L A M Y. 5 

eed her complaint to be a lethargic palfy ; adding, 
that there were no hopes of her recovery, as it was 
not in the power of the whole materia medica to re- 
ftore her. He ordered both her head and feet ta 
he bliflered, but without any good effedl arifing 
from it. She lingered for fome time, during 
which fhe had no interval of fenfe '; and whilft I 
was kneeling by her bed-fide, kiffing her hand, 
fhe caft her eyes upon me, with a benignant fmile, 
and Idt th*s world without a pang; 

The grief I felt at the lofs of my much loved 
parent, was leflened by the confideration, that fhe 
had every affiflance this world could afford her. 
The poor had reafon to regret her departure, as 
file was. benevolent to an excefs. Though a- ri- 
g^d oeconomift where fhe lierfelf was only con- 
cerned, fhe was liberal almoft to a fault when 
any objeft of compafFion excited her tender feel- 
ings. 1 had the fatisfacSion of feeing thofe inti- 
mates wh© efteemed her whilfl living, feverely 
lament her when dead. As to myfelf, death de- 
prived me not only of an anxious parent, but of 
a kind friend. Happy would it have been for me, 
had I always liftened to her. prudent admonitions ! 
I fhould then have been a ftranger to error, and 
coiife<juently to its.fure attendantSi^^anguifh and 

B 3 misfortune* 
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misfortune. And I now moft feverely felt the 
truth of the :\dage, " That we never know the 
." vahie of what we poflefs, till we are made fen- 
<« fible of it by its lofs." 

As the landlord of the houfe in which my mo- 
ther refided had promifed never to raife the rent 
whilft Ihe or myfelf chofe to continue his tenant; 
and it was greatly under-let* 1 determined to keep 
it. Every thing my parent died poffeffed of having 
originated from me, I thought I liad an undoubt- 
ed right to whatever that might be ; and my bro- 
ther having refigned al> pretenfions to her pro- 
perty, I thouglat it needlefs to take out letters of 
adminiftration. 

J had invited a lady and her two daughters to 
be with me during my mother's illnefs; and ihe 
was fo kind as to continue her vifit, in order to 
keep me from the melancholy with which a mind 
fo fufccptible as mine*muft naturally be opprefled. 
As my mother had always lived in the ftyle of a 
gentlewoman, I had her buried as fuch. Thofe 
about me endeavoured to perfuade me not to go 
to her funeral, but their remonftrances were in 
vain. As I had paid her every poffible attention 
while living, I was determined, coft what pang& 
it would, teipay the laft tribute of duty by attend- 
ing her remains to the grave. 

I mujft 
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1 muft here obfenre, that I cannot help think- 
mg, but that perfons who pretend to fuch over- 
nice feelings, as to be^prevented thereby from 
paying thefe laft refpedtful offices to a deceafed re- 
lation or friend, fhew an unnatural and filfe deli- 
cacy. I confider them as an^ndifpeniible duty^ 
and a debt of nature; and will venture to call an 
omiflion of them unpardonable affeftation. Elfe, 
why fhould thofe of the lower ranks be deprived 
of that extreme fufceptibility. Dame Nature be- 
ing their guide, fhe condu 6ls them, with decent 
for row, to the grave of thofe they loved whilft 
living. 

Now prepare yourfelf to hear another of thofe 
unexpected and ill-natured ftrokes of fortune, with 
which fhe has frequently belaboured me% So 
quick is generally the tranfition, that flie might 
be faid to give with one hand, and immediately to 
rob me of the newly-poffeffed gift with the other. 
As if the fickle Goddefs liad determined that I 
fliould never retain the pofTeflion of any proper- 
ty, let it be thrown into my lap by her from 
whatever quarter it would. 

My vifitor, Mrs. Butler, and myfelf, were fit- 
ting together in converfation one evening, foon 
after ,the death of my mother, when a loud and 

B 4 violent 
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violent rap at the door alarmed us. As fuch an 
incident was unufual, I ordered the fervant not to 
open the door, but to enquire what occafioned it 
from the area. Upon her going out for that pur- 
pofe, fhe was informed, that if flie did not imme- 
diately open the door, it would be broke open, as^ 
they had got the broad feal. Not knowing what 
was meant by having the broad feal, I demanded 
from the window their bufinefs. To this they 
anfwered, that I fliould be informed when they 
were let in ; and if that was not done prefently, 
they had authority to break open the door. 

Finding there was no probability of preventing 
their entrance, I ordered the door -to he opened ; 
when five or fix fellows rufhed in, and took pof- 
feffion, in the name of that honour to his honou- 
rable profeffion, my Coufin Crawford. 

That worthy and confcientious man no fooner 
heard of my mother's death, and found that I had 
been fo imprudent as not to make any legal claim 
to her property, than he took out letter* of ad- 
miuiftration, by fwearing himfelf her legitimate 
heir. Fearlefs of the iniquity of the mcafurc, or 
the confequence of it, my honeft kinfman thought 
if he could but appropriate her effedts to his own 
ufe, he would fet at defiance a future reckoning. 
He accordingly adopted this mode with fuccefs. 

I im^ 
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I immediately aj^lyM to the bte Sir John Field- 
ing, hoping he would point out fome mode of 
redrefs ; and notwithftanding, I had not feen him 
for many years, his retentive faculties were fo 
nearly in their full force, that the moment I fpoke, 
he called me by my name, and was forry it was 
out of his line to af&ft me upon theoccaflon. 

As it happened not to be term time,. I had no re- 
fouree but patience ; for I found it to no manner 
<^ purpofc to endeavour to bring the favages by 
which I was furrounded^ to reafbn; A fruitlefs 
altercation indeed took place, but they perfifted in 
my quitting the premifes that night. It was by this 
time paft eleven o'clock ; Mrs. Butler's children 
were in bed; and where to get a lodging at that 
late hour I knew not. At laft I thought of fend- 
ing to Mr. Woodward, who had taken' a large 
houfe in Leicefter-ftreer, in order to let part of it. 
That gentleman confented, with great chearful- 
nek, to accommodate us till I could provide my- 
felf, though he was obliged to get out of his bid 
to receive us. 

The next day I fent to inform Mr. Gordon, 
the undertaker that had depofited the remains of 
my much-loved mother, of what had happened, 
and defired him to look to the adminiftrator for 

^ B 5 the 
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the cxpences of the funeral. He fent for anfwer^ 
that as I had ordered the funeral, he fhould exped 
xne to pay for it ; that it was a very genteel one ; 
and he defied any one of the trade to furnifh one 
more elegant for fifty guineas, though he (hould 
only charge me forty-two. As Mr. Gordon was 
a neighbour, and my mother was fo greatly re- 
fpe£led that numbers attended her manes without 
invitation, I was in hQpes he would have been my 
friend upon the occafion, and have endeavoured 
to eafe me. of that load; but no ! he chofe to be 
his own friend, and to fix the debt upon me> 
without giving himfelf any trouble. 

What made this event more vexatious was,, 
that the feven hundred pounds, owing by the 
' Widow Lock to my mother, as already mention- 
ed, was to have been paid the Wednefday follow- 
ing. In the confufion and fright I was in when. 
I left the houfe, I forgot the papers relative to this 
debt. As they were placed in a china clofet in 
the parlour, that they might be ready when want- 
cd> the wretches who had taken pofTeflion, pro- 
bably thought them, of no value, and had throwa 
them by as wafte paper. So that all I got by the 
death of my dear mother, was a poor girl fh^ 
recommended to my charge, and who became an 

additional 
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ailcEtional burthen to me. I never knew fhe was a 
relation, till my dying mother enjoined me to find 
her out, and take care of her* 

The effeds belonging to my mother were fold 
for an oldfong, as the faying is ; bat as the houfe 
was let to me, though only verbally, the fixtures 
could not be difpofed of. I commenced a fuit in 
the Commons againfl the depredator, which I 
ihould undoubtedly have gained, as I* was born 
in wedlock ; but an unexpeded circumftance pre- 
vented me from receiving any redrefs* The 
wretch having f^nt all the money that arofe from 
the (ale ot the efiedts, and having befides bullied 
feme tenants that rented the ftables belonging to 
the hotife out of what money was due ; and being 
now apprehenfive of the confequences of his infa- 
mous tranfadlions; he took the Gravefend boat 
in order to fly his country. Juftice, however,- 
here overtook him ; for being much intoxicated, 
he fell into the river, and was never heard of more. 

Had he received the defer t due to his crimes, he 
would have been exalted inftcad of funk. In this^ 
opinion I dare fay you will readily concur .with, 
me, when I relate to you the following inftance 
«f his rapacioufhefs and inhumanity ; though in- 
deed from thofe I have already prefented you with,. 

B6 L think. 
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I think I need not doubt of your entertaining the- 
utmoft abhorrence for his condufb. 

This unnatural being, (I will not debafe the 
name of father by beftowing it on him,) kept his 
fon in prifon, for refufing to join with him in dif- 
pofing of an annuity in which he had an intereft. 
This was an annuity of fifty pounds a year in the 
Exchequer, the remains of two hundred ; Craw- 
ford's wife having, during her life-time, joined 
with him in difpofing of the other hundred and 
fifty. He had alfo fpent ten thoufand pounds m 
money ; part of which, in jufticS, ought to have- 
been mine, as it devolved to him from another 
branch of the Sykes's family. 

In order to terrify the lad into a compliance 
with his requifition, the inhinnan monfler threw 
him, although yet a mmor, into the Fleet Prkbn, 
after having arrefled him for board and lodging; 
and here this unfortunate young man remained 
till Crawford's death, as he had refolution enough 
to bear a difagreeable confinement, rather than 
confent to fo unjuft a propofah 

Muft there not be fome place, red with uncom- 
mon vengeance, wherfe a fevere retribution wilt 
await fuch complicated crimes, fuch a continued 
fyftem of difhonefty? There muflj there wilt! 

—Though 
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^Tliotigh he was 2J)]e to fly from that pxmifhment 
the laws of his country were on the point of 
kifli£ling on him, (for tardy-footed juftice had 
nearly overtaken him) yet he will not have it in 
his power to efchew her rigorous graip in that 
fiate, where all accoimts of this nature sure fet* 
tied : The day of reckoning muft ccxne. 

I was now obliged to fend word to the Bifhop^ 
of Gloucefter that I could not wait on him to re- 
ceive the feven hundred pounds due from Mrs.. 
Lock to my mother, as the papers relative to the 
debt were loft,! To which his LordQiip returned 
tor anfwer, diat he could by no means think of 
paying the money, unlefs I could give up the ob- 
ligations, as he fhould ftill be liable to pay it to 
thofe who might find them. 

Thus, without being able to receive a {hilling 
•of my mother's property, through the difhonefty 
of my worthy Coufin, I found I had the funeral 
expences to pay, together withfome demands flle 
had incurred which I had promifed to difcharge; 
arfd likewifc the cofts of the fuit I had commen- 
ced in the Commons, which amounted to feven- 
teen pounds. So that I think I may fay that, ac- 
cording to my ufual good luck, I gained a lofs 
upon the occaiiont But ftrange events fometimes 

produce 
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produce ftrange confeqnences, as was the cafe 
with this ; for, foon after, I was honoured with 
a vifit from Lord Hampden, whom 1 had net fecn 
fmce a child, who prefented me with ^ bank note 
for twenty pounds, in as pompous a manner as if 
it had been a mttliori. G, A. B» 
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LETTER XCII. 

Dec. 29,, 17*— 



F I fliall not be thought worthy of any enco- 
miums for the matter contained in my letters, 
or for my manner of inditing them, I flatter my- 
felf you will at leaft thijik me entitled to fome 
praife for my indefatigable application in writing 
them, for the more fpeedy gratification of your 
curiofity. A reference to the dates of my letters 
will convince you, that I have devoted almofl: every 
hour, fmce I firft began the tafk, to the employ- 
ment. Indeed, a long confinement, occafioned'by 
indifpofitior> and diftrefs, has not a little tend- 
ed to accelerate my undertaking ; and as neither 
of thefe caufes are yet removed, -there is a proba- 
bility that I fliall be able to proceed with the fame 
expedition^ and that it will not be long before I 

fliall 
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fliall put aa end to my tale, and with it your ex- 
pedant wifhes* For this purpofe I will now pro- 
ceed, without any further circumfcribation. 

Having fent for my furniture from Strand on 
the Green, 1 was foon fettled again in Brewer- 
ftreet, Comte Haflang having heard of my diftrefs, 
told me he would pay for the furniture of my firft 
floor, which came to one hundred and twenty 
pounds ; and deiired I would fix^ a time of pay-^ 
went with the upholfterer. Mr. Woodward com- 
plimented me with two capital baflb- relieves for 
tbe door, three handfome girandoles, a beautiful 

grate, &c. &c, and as every perfon with whonv 
I was intimate prefented me with feme ornament 
or other, my houfe, in appearance, was a littl«^ 
cabinet. 

Juft at this time Mr. Calcraft died. It was 
announced in the papers that he had left me a 
confiderable fum, but the report was entirely 
without foundation ; my name was no otherwrfe 
Bientioned in the will, than as the mother of his 
children. I believe I might venture to fay, that 
he was not regretted even by thofe to whom he 
feft his fortune. The vexation he muft feel at 
knowing himfelf to be defpifed and neglefted to 
fceh a degree, as to be able to purchafe no other 

company 
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company than that of a few wretched dependents^ 
greatly afFeflred his pride, for of true /pi rit he had 
not a fpark. Not all his xiches, his^ fumptuous 
dwdfifigs, nor his luxurious wines, could procure 
bim one refpeftable individual as a companion : 
He v/as therefore obliged, as I have been informed, 
to take up with his clerk, an attorney, and I fup- 
pofe an excifeman, as a perfon^ of that calling 
generally makes one in fuch a group; for even 
his brother the General declined going near himi 
I muft acquaint you, that he promifed to leave a 
handfome provifion for his intimate, the clerk juft 
mentioned, which 1 conclude was his^ inducement? 
for beftowing fo much time on his defpifed 
mafter; inftead of which, he only left him the 
immenfe fum of a hundred pounds, A deed which 
tallies with the many generous deeds I have already 
related of him. 

Me left behind hira a princely fortune, but 
without bequeathing a ftiilling to his wife, or 
even mentioning her name; a failure by which 
flie recovered a third ©f his eftate, as well as of 
his perfonal fortune. This, however, has involved 
the eftate in fuch diflSculties, that I find his debts 
are not paid to this day. Every body Teemed to 
jcjoice when Mrs* Calcraft's fuit for the recoverjr 
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«f her claim was attended with fuccefs ; and I can 
fincerely fay, that no perfon received greater 
pleafure upon the occafion than I did, as I have 
been informed ihe is one of the beft of women. 

At length the ftipulated day came, when I 
was to pay Mr. CuIIen, the upholfterer, for the 
furniture of my firft floor, and which Comte 
Haflang had promifed to enable me to do. I 
had appointed four o'clock for the hour of pay- 
ment, and had wrote to his Lordlhip to acquaint 
him that was the time fixed. Mrs. Tuffnal and 
the Secretary were with me, when I received a» 
anfwer, written upon a- quarter of a flieet of pai- 
per, and fealed. at the comer, like a common 
note. 

I opened it ; and finding it begin in the uilial 
ftyle, of '* I wondier you will not get an engage- 
ment,** I concluded that the remainder was of the 
fame tenor, in order to excufe a breach of promife ; 
and as I could not poffibly fuppofe any bill was 
inclofed in a note of that fize and form, I imme- 
diately threw It into the fire. Upon which Mr, 
Killroff jokingly faid, "Do you treat all your 
" billet-doux in that manner ?^ «' A billet-doux !^ 
I replied ; <^* It is not of that nature; it is a trifling 

*^ fubterfuge to avoid paying a promifed 

WhUd 
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Whilft I fat ruminating on the Comte's fup^ 
pofed evafion, the porter returned with a meffage, 
expreffive of his Lord's furprize at my not con* 
defcending to honour him with an anfwer. I 
fent back my compliments, and I could not con- 
ceive there was any anfwer required to a note 
upon fo difagreeable and hackneyed a fubjedl. 
The fervant went away and returned dire&ly, 
with a double furprife of his Lordfhip^s ; who fent 
me word, that if his letter required no anfwer, at 
leaft I ought to Save acknowledged the receipt of 
the bilL The word Bill was no fooner pronoun- 
ced, than I gave a violent fcream, and cried out, 
<< I am undone ! I am undone ! I have burnt it.** 
—And we all fat as motionlefs as ftatues for fome 
time. - 

At length tlie porter returned home, and the fe- 
cretary foon followed. When, in two or three 
hours, I received the npte of a banker in the city, 
I think Nightingale's, promifing to pay the fum 
of one hundred and twenty pounds if fuch a bank- 
bill ftiould not make its appearance vvithin a year 
and a day* Fortunately his Lordfhip having lei- 
fure that naorhing, and being alone, had amufed 
himfelf with taking a memorandum of the num- 
bers of fome bank-notes he had juft received ; a 

precaution 
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precaotkm he had never before taken ; and be has 

often affirmed fince, that he could not account for 

Gitertaining fnch an idea then, 

'Mr. Woodward was kuid enough to advance 

me the money upon this oigagement, by which 

means I was enabled to preferve my credit with 

Mr. CuUen the upholfterer; and, as from the 

bank*note being confumed to aihes, there was a 

certainty that payment could not be demanded, 

at the expiration of the time, Mr, Woodward 

received the money. This incident taught his 

Excellency to fold letters, containing bills, in 

a proper manner ; and your humble fervant to 

examine, in future, the iniide of the {mailed 

fcrap of paper that might befent to her, before ihe 

burnt it. 

I now thought myfelf tolerably eafy, as I had 
let the beft part of my houfe to a brother of the 
great Parker, who was newly married, for five 
guineas a week, referving for my own ufe the 
back-parlour, and the two back-rooms on the 
fecond floor. The former I made my library; 
and though it did not contain above four hun- 
dred volumes, I have the vanity to fay thefo 
were well chofen. Nothing but feflivity and ex- 
pence yras to be feen ; and the fervants received as 

much 



much company below ftairs, as the bride and bride* 
groom did above. 

This being the cafe, in order to be out of fo 
much riot and confufion, I allowed my two maid- 
fervants board-wages for the three months the 
family was to be with, me, and recomm^ided my 
man to Mf. WoodwarA Having. done this, I went 
out early upon a vifit to fome friend or other^ and 
returned home only to fleep. 

Mr, Gordon, the- undertaker, beginning to be 
very preffing for his bill for my mother's funeral, 
I endeavoured to borrow the money, which was 
forty guineas. Upon this occafion a young 
gentleman of my acquaintance recommended me 
to. one Cohan, a Jew money-lender, who promifed 
to get me the cafli upon my notes in a few days. 
In order to mr^kethem' more negotiable,' he defired 
1 would give them in two feparate notes, payable 
to himfelf, and at different dates. Being per- 
feftly unacquainted with tranfaftions of this 
nature, and not entertaining the leaft fufpicioa 
of the man's honeily^ I did as he def'red me; 
and having this profpeil of being able to dif- 
charge Mn Gordon's bill, I fent to let him 
know that I would do it in tlie courfe of the fol* 
lowing week* 

Encouraged 
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Encouraged by Mrs. Calcraft's fuccefs, I began 
to think of my annuity, which had not been paid 
for a long time* I accordingly fent to have Mr. 
Wedderbume*s opinion ; when I was informed it 
ttuft be at my own expence. ' To this I confented; 
bat not being able to offer the ufual fee with the 
cafe, and the perfon I depended on not being will- 
ing to advance it, the affair lay dormant, at the 
time I imagined Ihadtheiiril advice in the kingdom. 

A week pafled after I had given the Jew my 
notes, without my hearing any thing from him ; 
. when upon fending to the young Gentleman who 
had recommended him, I was informed that my 
littklfaac was gone off; and I heard no further 
tidings, either of hin^ or my notes, till they were 
prefented for payment. 

There is nothing, I am told, calls louder for the 
interference of the Legiflature, than the frequent 
frauds of fome^Df the.prefent race of advertifing 
money-lenders, to whom the appellation of Swind- 
lers has been juftly given. Thofe who are unfor- 
tunately necefStated to apply to them, allured by 
the fpecious promifes held forth in their advertife- 
n»€nts, doubt not of receiving from them a ready 
^ftance ; inftead of which they generally find 
Aemfelves more deeply involved, if not irretriev- 
ably 
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ably ruined. If once you deliver into their hands 

any notes or bills, it is a hundred to one if ever 

you receive any value for them ; or, if you do, it 

is but a proportionably fmall part. And as thefc 

are ufually paid away to tradefmen who can 

fwear they have given a valuable confideration for 

them, your plea of not having received any your- 

felf, is of no avail. Nor have you any redrefs 

from contefting the payment of your notes. All 

the confolation you receive in a court of juftice is, 

tjiat you fliould not have been fo filly as to pay 

attention to the delufive advertifements. Many, 

very many, I have been informed, have liflened 

to the fpecious pretexts of thefe infatiable harpies, 

fome of whom live in eafe and diifipation upon 

the fpoils of the unfortunate. / 

Mr. Davy's executors, who had revived the fuit 

relative to my annuity, now appeared to be in 

earneft ; and as Mr Calcraft's executors feemed to 

wifli to keep the eftate in law, in order to rctSHj^ 

the management of a property, that from its im- 

menfe value muft undoubtedly be produftive qf 

fome benefit, they determined to conteft it with 

themw The latter had even the folly or madnefs 

to fend to me, to defire I would join in the bill 

againft myfelf, and thofe who had advanced me 

the 

4 
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the money upon it. This you may be aflured I 
refufed to do. . On the contrary, notwithftanding 
my natural averfion to all pecuniary bufinefs, I 
<ieteniiined to profecute thd affair againfl them 
with vigour, * 

The only thing that retarded my defign, was 
the want of money to carry it into execution ; 
for what I received from the gentleman who had 
hired my houfe, was devoted to pay the rent of it. 
I however refolved to wait on Mr. Wedderburne^ 
now Lord Loughborough, to enquire what opi- 
nion he had given upon the fuit, and what was 
neceffary to be done further in the profecution of it. 

Lord Huntingdon> whom I had formerly the 
honour of knowing, was juft returned from mak- 
ing the tour of Europe with his nephews. As 
€very perfon who ever heard of that Nobleman, 
muft allow him to be one of the brighteft orna-. 
ments of nobility, his liberality of fentiment add- 
ing graces to his other eminent virtues, I was 
encouraged to folicit his affiflance upon this 
emergency ; I therefore wrote to him, and ac- 
quainted him with my purpofe. 

His Lordfhip immediately called upon* me, 
^nd with that elegance which attends all his 
^ftions, prefented me with a i-ouleau, greatly ex- 
teeding what I then thought I had occafion for. 



^ THELTFEor 

He at the fame time requefted, that if in ft 
1 fliouW be prefled, I would make him my bar 
A woman is never fo Highly flattered, as \ 
flie is thought worthy the notice of diftinpi 
charadlers ; which my Lord Huntingdon is i 
eminent degree. And a promife he then mad 
to' beftow upon me fome of his leifure hot 
efteemed more valuable than even the nece 
and valuable prefent he had given me. I 
not omit to inform you, that in order to apolc 
for a few minutes delay before he waited i 
me, his Lordfliip difpatched a relation, who a 
wards attended him during his vifit, to acqi 
me with it. This information will perhap 
pear to you to be needlefs, but you will find 
it is not fo. It is abfolutely neceflTary to ii 
duce this gentleman here, in order that you n 
be acquainted with him at a future period. 

I had fcarcely time to congratulate myfelf 
the real fatisfaftion I felt froia this event, wl 
was informed, that the caufe I had been advii 
enter into with Mr. Gordon, relative to th 
pences of my mother's funeral, which und< 
edly the adminiftrator ought to have paid, 
given againft me ; and, if not immediately fei 
I (hould be fued to execution. In addition to 
as misfortunes feldom come alone, I was ferv 
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the fame moment with copies of writs for the 
notes I had put into Cohan's hands. And, to 
crown all, a draft drawn upon me from my fon 
Harry, who was abroad, was pfefented to me tor 
payment. 

Such an interruption to the pkafing reflec - 
tions I was indulging, threw once tnore a gloom 
•ver my mind, which put it out of my power 
to wait upon Mr. Wedderburhe as I had in- 
tended ; I therefore wrote a line to Mr. Wood- 
ward, requefting that he would do it for me. 
That gentleman being abroad when my note 
came, he was obliged to poftpone going till the 
next day ; by which time the term being ended, 
he was not able to meet with him. By fuch a 
train of untoward incidents, was my cafe pre- 
vented from coming to the kno^y ledge of that 
great lawyer. And thus by intervening circum" 
ftaiKes, which counteraft the bell intentions, are 
the moft important defigns often times fruftrated. 
. The demand for the expences of my mother's 
funeral being fo very urgent, and amounting, 
through the additional law-charges, to near 
double the original bill, I thought my perfonal 
fafety required that it Ihould be firft difcharged. 
f accordingly appropriated the tnoney for which 

VOL. V. C I was 
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I was indebted to Lord Huntingdon's genefofity, 
and which was intended for another ptirpoTey to 
this, 

A diftoVery foon cnfiied; fot hts 'Lordfhip 
meeting Counfellor Wedderburne fome fhort time 
after, very kindly enquired whether there were 
any hopes of fucCefs for me in the profecntion of 
my fuit ; when the Goumellor anfwered, to his 
Lordfliip's gr^at furprize, that he knewnothinig 
of fxich a ftiit. Ndr, indeed, Was it poffAle thsit 
he fhould know any thing of a fuit in my liame; 
for, as I afterwards found, it was indifcreetiy 
carried on then in the hame of the claimants, 
Mr. Davy's eitecuter8> "^lio had dven made me a 
jpdrty againft my own caufe, by joininig me, in 
their application to the court, with Mr, Galcrafi5s 
executors; and this occafioned thelatlfer's fending 
to me when they filed their anfwers. 

Lord Huntingdon, juftly incenfed at my appa- 
rent duplicity, wrote me a letter full of the moft 
fevere reproaches; faying every thing in it that a 
generous heart muft fe^l, when it fupplofes itfelf 
the dupe of deception. This letter his Lordiliip 
fent by his relation l^efore-mentioned, to whom I 
explained the whole affair ; notwithftanding I was 

fo greatly fliocked at the contents of the epiftle, 

that 






ih^t I C0tttd ibflfroely fuimaon forti|iMk ibfficienc 
(o 4o it. iDNifiioity heiag a crime of the firift 
«agattude vin -my -«ftimation, and ^withjWhkh it 
has.eyierib^en my bosift ^that I have-been^^tally 
)uuu)fiiUMnted, a -cba^e of tbis.nature^ .confe- 
queatly, oould ^not fail ef giving me uncommm 
{tain. 

Set «niy ^luety '^f clearing myfdf from to 
tmiog .an <ii|ipeaohnient> -gave ime coufage to 
imother nyy ^dings, ki ord^ -to exonerate my- 
ielf. la. 4^%- thisy : I ^vi^lt ^nuch upon the hap- 
pinefs I had flattered myfelf With receiving from 
1^ l^i;4flup's psomifad vifits ; >wbich> I faid^ mvifl 
^^t&\ '^ic^^Q •amiix upon thofe^he honoured with 
Ms i<i^%u^ij^ance ; as the br31iancy-of bis talents, 
U^ iie^biiQiVKJ^dged fenfe, .wit, jand • good^breeding? 
not only ^ei^d?f ed him conrpioudus in all the fo« 
^^n> c^ur^, -but- jultly enisiuldd Jiis Lordfhip to 
the encomium p^d, upon ^m by ibe Jate^ Lord 
Chedjexvfield, who .proaniOHiiced-)bipi ^^pne of l;be 
brigbt^ft pi;n4ments . of ^ the J^ftglijBi ii^obiUty*'' 
This, I po.atinued, c^uiibd^be pain produced l^y 
his difpleafujre %o. be tbeiOiore fenfibly felt. 

From the fervent qi^nner in .which I expreiTed 
Itiyfeif upon this occafioi;!, (for, as I have fai4' 
Wfare-, I knoiw aot a medium when my fenfibility 

C 2 U 
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is awakened)) my vifitor threw out fomething of 
an.inuendo of his Lordfhip's having formerlf 
b^n a gallant of mine. I-afiured him that he 
w^s miftaken; which imprefled his Lordfhip's 
bounty the deeper on my heart. The moment I 
h;>d uttered thefe words, |he round face of the 
gentleman loft its rotundity, and lengthened into 
an extreme oblong. He immediately arpfe from 
his feat, faying, " Then, indeed, it alters the 
cafe." And muttering fome words to himfelf, 
which I f:ould not diftinguifli the purport o^ he 
haftily took bis leave. 

I wrote, foon after to Mr. Wedderbume, to de* 
fure permiffion to. wait on him at his firft leifur^ 
but was not honoured with an anfwer; which t 
fuppofe was owing to the multiplicity of bufinefs 
he was engaged in. I was therefore obliged to 
content myfelf with the hopes, that if ever I 
Jhould get the futt, it would afford me an oppor- 
tunity of explaining the aflfair to Lord Hunting- 
don.— The only mode of atoning for a real err of i 
or excufmg zfuppofed one, is by ap open and un* 
referved explanation. This is the method I hav^ 
now purftied ; and I hope it will tend to imprint 
' on his Lordfhip's mind, if my <* Apology" j(houI<i 

fall into his hands, a more favourable idea of th^ 

tranfadlio^ 
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lAiotk than he has hitherto entertained of it. 
as, till now, been able to judge only from 
ranees ; and thefe, I acknowledge, have been 
ft me. But the foregoing elucidation having 
placed every circumftance in its true light, 
ter myfelf it will reftore me to his Lordfliip's 
opinion, on which I fet no common value.-— 
\ juft be permitted to rejieat, that there is 
le living, who can hold even the appearance 
plicity in greater deteftation than myfelf. 

G, A. F. 



LETTER XCIII. 



Jan.4ii7— 

HIN K I informed you, that upon my leaving 
ament-ftreet. Lord Tyrawley had taken my ^ 
•larry Calcraft, and placed him at an academy 
Greenwich, in order to be near him when at 
kheath, where he moftly refided. His Lord- 
was particularly fond of the boy, whom he . 
ed to think a nonpareil; and was greatly 
emed at finding him bent upon going to fea. 
as my young gentleman was not to be con- 
doled, he was fent out as a midfliipman on 

C 3 board 
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bo5r* a itian of wan Wheh he htard of his 
faeheVs death, he refolved to quit bis nautical 
employment, which he was now tired of,, and 
turn fine gentleman ; a profeffion he was, indeed, 
much better qualified for than the former. 

About this period Lord Tyrawlcy died. An 
incident that did not much s^SkA me at the time 
it happened^ as his LordfhipV faculties had been 
fo much impaired for a long while' before he de- 
parted this life, that his diilblution was rather to 
be wifiied for than dreaded. It is very Angular 
(but I think I have made a fimilar remark before), 
that thofe who are endowed" with talents fuperior 
to the generality of their fellow-ereatures, have 
moft commonly the unhappinefs to furvive their 
mental qualities. And in every confiderate mind* 
it liiuff give fife to tH^ ihcft hiumifisCting^ fenfa- 
tions, to beholrf thofe we took u'p fo is tfie pha§- 
nOmena of the age, reduced again to a flate of 
cliildhood. A circUttiftance which fully confirms 
the truth of Solonibn's affertion, " that all is 
vaiiity and veitation of Ij^irit. Or, as Steflcfpcre 
jEiieiy d^fcribes it *, 

«« L^ftfceneofall, 
<* That epds this (Irange eventful hiftory, 
^< Is fecond childifhnefs, and mere oblivion 
' «< Sans taeth, fyiis eyes, fans tafte, fans 6^ery thJng.^ 

« As you Like it) A4 H* Scene o. 

Mift 
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Mifs 0*Hara formally announced to- me his 
tordfliip's death, and the day a|^ointed for hi» 

funeral; which ^was, it feems, fixed for the Sun- 
, iay following his demifew His Lordihip had or- 
dered by his will, that his remains ihould be dp* 
pofited inGhelfea Hofpital,amongtheoliveteFan3 
who had fo often fought under his commands 
As he did not expe6l that any compliment would 
be paid him by Government, he defired that his 
fcneral might be a private one, and half a guinea 
given to each foldier that attended. Mifs 0«Hara 
to obey her fathe/s will, to the very letter of \ty 
^tad each man who had afiuallf fought with his 
Lordfliip ; and' as I believe there was only :d>out 
twenty-five oi tliofe li&ving, they only were di- 
reded to attend. 

As I fiippof^ his LocdAlip^s fonerai ri^s lia() 
been eelebiated oa the day wjiich bad been an^ 
no^aeed to me, I went iiHo naouming«^ Bvj^ 
ibme days after, liavi'Bg a great deal of company^ 
we went into the d|awing-roonu We had i|ot 
been there Jong, before ^e obferved a heaife 
fplendidly adorned with efcutcheons and trophio^. 
of honour. Upon this we aU flocked to the win-> 
^ws ; and as it came from the undertaker's the 
corner of GoMeu-iquare, we had a full vieipvr 
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of this gorgeous receptacle ot the dead. But hovr 
great was my aftonifliment, when I beheld that 
the efcutcheons bore the^ three Black Lions, his 
Lordfhip's arms. I was no longer miftrefs of 
myfelf. What I could fupport at a diftance, 
upon a nearer view, ilruck me with the moft 
fev^re anguifti, and overwhelmed me with 
grief. 

Upon enquiry I found, that a public burial had 
been offered by Government, in order to pay due 
refpeft to his Lordfliip's memory and valour, but 
was declined by his much favoured daughter, 
who alledged the fulfilling her father's defiie, 
as exprefled in the will, as a reafon for her refufal. 
I am, however, perfuaded, that could h^r pride 
have been gratified without the expence of the half 
guineas, as every penfioner in the hofpital, had 
the offer been accepted of would have walked, Ai© 
would gladly have confented. This had occa- 
4oned the ceremony to be ppftponed. 
: Juft after this event, my fon Harry returned 
from abroad ; which, to a mother who loved 
him to excefs, was no fmall happinefs. He 
continued with me for fome months ; but having 
the misfortune to conned hbnfelf with one of the 
^orft of women,. to my^no fmall mortification he 

removed 
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itmbved to a lodging, where he might take greater 
liberties than he could at the houfe of a parent* - 

About the faiBe period, my eldell fon George 
Metham- returned from Americs^, having there 
fignalized himfdif by his courage and intrepidity, 
particularly in taking a fort of fortae importance 
with a handfiil of ^men ; by way of recompence, 
he was promoted to a company ; which, though ; 
obtained by purchafe, was a fingular mark of 
diftin£^iora at his age» 

His return made me completely happy for the 
time, as he was not only the beft of fons, but a . 
fincere . friend and affedtionate brother. And 
though he could not boaft the brilliancy of parts 
with Harry, he might . value himfelf upon the 
ftrifteft honour, and one of the beft of hearts* 
His firft care was to affift me; which he did to 
the extent of bis power. He then went in fearrh 
of my younger fonj who had enthralled himfelf 
greatly; and notwithftanding he was underage, 
had got into cpnfineraent. . * 

Captain Metham's credit unfortunately was . 
good. He was fecurity for his brother to a very 
large amount. And this not only for a fum fuf- 
ficient to exonerate him from debt, but to pur^ 
diafe him a commiffion in the fame regiment 

G S to 
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to itifnoh ii6 heltm^f ^t he enteitaiifed Aot th» 
leatft do^bt of hii iirothef^s tMiintti to go to 
ibh«frkfl. Mf ddi^ft fdny hower^*, haTutg; an 
ot^portufility of eiLchtOt^ingi as h^ thought^ to ad- 
vahtage, iiitb a i^^tneUt at Jaihaica, ahd hiding 
Irkewife obHaihed th^ ^la«e of deptity govetnor of 
Fort Chade$ in that iflatid, he was pilcvented from 
attending his brbth^r as propofed. 

Th6 confequincfe 6f Which was, that fodn after 
his departure, the unworthy womany wh6 had 
got an afcetiddiicy oVer my younger JTon^ prevail- 
ed upon hith to difpcffb of hi& Irdflimiffion and ac- 
company her to t'rancei H^ there involved him- 
felf iii debt§ to the^aniount of twelve hundred 
pounds, ahd Was once hior^ put in ' confinement. 
And in this Utiiation hb i-eitiaitied for fohie time, 
till Mi:, Williams, brie of Mr* Galcraft's execu- 
tors, a Very rfefpe6lable perfon, went to redeem 
him. Gaptain Metham's goihg to Jamaica gave 
me the moft poignant grief, as I trembled for a life 
made doubly precious to me from hi^ bieing a 
friend as well as a fon. 

Mr. Wbddward wais how no longer able to con- 
ceal the complaint ilhder Which he had fo long 
laboured, tn confequende of a fall he met with 
iit the theatre, it'camc upon him with fueh force, 

that 
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tbsct he wai& o^ig^ t^ gall, in Mis. ]^1»field«. 
Sut natwithfianding the great fkiil of |)|M g^n* 
tleman^ and hdSi incefiaot atteation^ tb^r& appear*^ 
•d but little hopes of his a^oompliibiag a cure* 
^ ^ This eminent a^or had the year before com-? 
promifed his law-fuk with Mr. B^f ry. He had 
then taken bonds payable yearly for a ternRi of 
years, at two hundred pounds every March. Hot 
had fome time before aflsLed me, who I wauld ad- 
i^ife fhould be his executor ; as he kindly infonnedl 
me he propofed leaving me the whole of what he 
poflfefied, exclufive of the intereft of a fum of 
money in the fund^, which he intended bequeath- 
ing to his brother for his life. As I had, and 
with reafon, the higheft opinion of the honour 
and integrity of Townly Ward, Efq; I immedi^ 
ately named him. He accordingly made the wilL 
And happy had it been for me, had that will fub- 
fifted. I fllould then have received foxfte benefit 
from what was bequeathed to me. 

But here again my ufual ill luck attended me* 
Mr. Woodward had dejfired Mr. Ward to get 
Barry's life infured, as he alfo was in a decline, 
arid thought to Be in danger; but through tlie 
multiplicity of.bufinefs that gentleman was en- 
caged in, the clerk, who was ordered to procure 
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the policy, forgot it. Upon the demife of Barry, 
Mr. Woodward was difpleafed at the omiffion; 
no confidering the improbability of any office 
infuring the life of a perfon, whofe bad ilate of 
health made it fo very precarious. He, however, 
immediately api^lLed to a neighbour, whofe name 
was CprniAi, and requefted that he would be one 
of his .executors, aqd at the fame time to fend his 
attorney to ma)ce a frefh will. There were very 
littl? hopes, when ]this happened, of his recovery, 
as he had been in the moft excruciating torments 
for four months, and every day his decay became 
ii)ore and more vidble. 

My attention he had every claim to. He con- 
fulted me upon the alteration of his will, which 
gave me the^nxoft feniihle mortification, and de- 
sired me to make choice of fome perfon to be 
executor with Cornifh. As I have att all times 
(which I Ji-'^ve frequently had occafion to obferve) 
an infuperable objeftion to difpute abput pecu- 
niary affairs, and his illnefs making me appre- 
henfive that he might take umbrage at my at-'' 
tempting to contradict him, I thought myfelf 
obliged to fubmit. I accordingly requefted Wil- 
liam Bromfield, Efq; to accept the truftt 

I ha 
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I. had not, indeed, any parucular reafon to ex- 

fe&, the friendfliip of that gentleman. He had 

amended. me. at my mother's when I was a girl^ 

for a complaint in my finger, which it was feared 

would turn to a mortification* And when I was 

fo. unfortunate as to refide in Parliament-ftreet, 

he had made me- a requeft I could not poflibly 

comply with, another gentleman of the profeflion 

having every right to claim the little intcreft I 

had, from the very great attention he had always 

paid me. But notwithftanding this, I. imagined 

from his hehaviour towards me at the prefent 

jwnfliure, where I had an opportijnity of feeing 

bim every day with his dying patient, that I fhould 

ttieet in him an indulgent protedtor. 

I have always had the higheft efteem for Mr, 
Bromfield ; ' ai>d notwithftanding I have heen 
treatcid with the utmoft inhumanity, from the 
executors refufing to a£l, and leavii^g me totally 

• 

^ the power of their attorney, I acquit Mr, 
Bromfield;. as. to. my certain knowledge many 
wifehoods have been repeated to him to poifon 
his mind, ^gainft me, hy a perfon, in ordex to 
prevent coming to a reguJar account. 

lam forry to fay, that many are. the inflances 
I could give, of the inhuman treatment I have 

received 
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ifeeeived rtpon this occafkui. in the fifft plaee^. 
he tnvelvefll^ what was hequeadied to me by Mr. 
Woodward in two Iaw-&ikf, oiiewith the brother 
of my de^eafed friend, and the other with the 
executor and executrix of Mr. Barry, whom he 
fued here in England, inflead oS employing Mew 
Burton in Dublin, who had the warrmus to the 
bond left with him, to enter judg^neat on Cvow-. 
flreet theatre, in ca&of noiv-payment of the-ftipula^ 
ted fums. Nor is the account he has fent me by 
any means the fame as that delivered me by Mc. 
Comifli, who aded as executor fov a time. He 
neither gives credit fc^r the monies left in hi8i> 
hands, nor for what he has Feceived fince. 

I mention thefe circvfmftances, in hopes that 
fbme gentleman of the law, who is poflefled of 
knowledge, joined with humanity, will favour 
me with his affiftance upon this oecafion, anA* 
endeavour to refcue a diftrefled and ill-treated^ 
woman out of fuch hands. That there are gentler- 
men of the law, who are as confpicuous for their- 
probity and philanthropy as tor their abilities,. 
I am well aflured, notwithftanding my fevere 
ftriftures on one branch of the pr^fcjion in ^ 
former letter.— To fuch I beg leave to recom- 
mend my cafe; aad, for their pesruial, Aiall infert 

a. copy 
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a. copy of Mc« Woodwards will> from which 
they will be able to form a judgment of my 
claiaig : and I flatter myfelf, th^t fome mode of 
redrefs might be found out and purfued* 

To Lord Mansfield, that great luminary of the 
laW) do I Ukewife look up. And I will moft hum* 
b]y hope, from his Lordihip's well-known love of 
joftice^ and his humanity, that the caufe of a de- 
pre&d ^oman will not be thought unworthy of 
his attention* 

Copy of Mr. WoO£>WAR©'i WtLL. 

**In THk name of G0D> Amen* I Henry 
" Woodward, of Chapel-'ftreet, Grofvenor-fJace^ 
'^iii the parish of St. George, Hanover-£:|uare^ 
^Mn the county of Middlefex, being of fo\md 
^^mind, memory, and underftaliding, do make 
'' and i^ublifli this my lafi: will and t«ftament, as 
"follbws: 

" Firft, I do order and dircdl, that my fufleral 
"expences, and my juft debts, be fully paid and 
** fatisfied ; and the expences of proting this my 
'^wilL 

" Iteitt. I give to William Brom&eld, Efq; one 
^* hundred guineas, smd my onyx ring ; and to my 

<< neighbour^ 
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*^ neighbour, Mr, Mafon Cornifh, twenty guineas' 
*^ for a ring. 

*^ Item. I give and bequeath to my friend 
** George Anne Bellamy, my gold watch, chain, 
*^ and feals. And alfo my plate, jewels, linen, 
** and china, and the whole of the furniture of the- 
** houfe in Chapel-ftreet aforefaiJ,. 

** Item. I give and bequeath to my executors, 
•* hereinafter named, and the furvivor of them, 
** and the executors and adminiftrators of the^ 
*< furvivor of them, feven hundred pounds in the 
'* three . per cent, confolidat^d bank annuities, 
' ** ftanding in my name in the books of the Go- 
** vernor and Odmpdny of the Bank of England, 
** in truft^ to and for the feveral ufes, intents, and. 
*^ purpofes hereinafter mentioned; that is to fay, 
** in trujiy to receive the intereft, dividends^ ani 
"produce thereof, and pay the fame, as it fronv 
** time to time becomes' due and payable, unto my 
" brother John Woodward, tallow-chandler, at- 
*^ Cripplegate, London, during his natural life; 
•* and from and immediately after his deceafe, in 
** iruftj to fell and difpofe of the faid feven. hun- 
" dred pounds three per cent, confolidated bank 
"annuities, and to lay .out and inveft th? monies 
<* arifing from the £aic thereof> in the purchafe of 

"aa 
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an annuity to be fecnred in their own name, 
and at their own difcretion, for and during^ the 
natural life of George Anne Bellamy. And I 
do hereby direft, and it is my exprefs will, 
intend, and ddire, that my faid executors and 
truftdtes, and the furvivor of them, do and fhall, 
from time to time, receive the faid annuity, as 
the fame fliall become quarterly due and pay- 
able, and then pay the fame perfonally to the 
*faid George Anne Bellamy; and that her re- 
■ceipt alone fhall, from time to time, be a dif- 
charge to my executors and truftees for the 
fame. And it is my further exprefs will, in- 
tent, and direftion, that the faid annuity fhall 
he for her fole ufe ; and that the money arifing- 
therefrom - fhall not be liable to the payment of 
the debts, or to the fale or alignment of the 
faid George Anne Bellamy, or to the payment 
of the debts, power, controul, of any perfon fhe 
niay hereafter marry. But in cafe of the death 
of the faid George ,Anne Bellamy in the life- 
time of my faid brother, then in trujly from and 
immediately after. her death, to transfer the 
feven hundred pounds three per cent, confoli- 
dated aanuitites to him, his executors, admini- 
ftrators, and affigns* 

" AQ 
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** All' the r^, pefidufi#.and remaiBdorof my, 
'* perf^itA eikue wkatfoeyer !or MFher^foever,. that) 
*• I fliall be pofleiled.'of at th« time of my; dece^aicf 
"I da hereby give and bequeath unto- nay exe- 
** QUters hereftfter naoied in. ti^^ to fell and dif- 
** pofe of- the fame, with all convettient fpeed> 
*^ next aftw nay deceafe ; and with the monies 
** arifing from ftich fale tliereof^ purchsUe an an- 
*< nuity, to be fecured in their ow-n name», and at 
'^ their own difiuretion^ fbc and during the nata*» 
** ral life of the iaid: George Anne Bellamy* 
** And I dot hereby^ direct^ and it is my exprdi 
<^ will and defire^ that my fi:iid executors, and the 
*** fui:!viircors of them^ da and fiiall, from time to- 
^^ time>. nc/dre the fiud annuity^ ^^ ^ fomo 
'^ fliaU fham time tfli tkw becoine quaarterly- ^ue 
^f aiid;pa^mU% and theapay the fame peRCoi^iy 
*^ to the {'di Geo^e Amayft BeUaiay ;^^ and Mr&ofe- 
^^ receipt alene flioU^ from t^me tpi time>. be a 
^^. difcharge to my exeoitorsr aiuik trvuflee^ for the 
<^ iame^ And it it my fiirther exprefs will^ ia- 
^^ tent^ and direction, that the iaid annuity flial) 
<^ be for her foleufe; and that the money arifing^ 
^^ therefrom fliall not he liaUe to aay debts, or 
<^tathe fak or offignment oi the iaid George 
** Anne Bellamy, or to the payment of debts, 

"power,. 
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^^ power, dr conttoiil, or difpofal of zay, perfeni 
** flie may hereafter many. 

*^ And laftly, I do hetieby ittnnin&te^ conftitfite^. 
'' and appoint, the aforefftid William Bromfield, 
*^ Efq; and die faid VkSon Gotniiby e3eeeutars:and: 
**tniftees- of this my will j hereby revoking and 
" making void di former wills by me at any rime 
"heretofore made, and hereby declsoing^ this my 
" laft will and teftament. In witnefs whereof,^! 
^^ the faid Henpy Woodward haygy. to this my lad 
^* will and teftament, fet my hand and feal, this 
" 20th day of January^ in the year of our Lord 

» (Signed) 

*-lf£NtlY WOODWikRIX 

**Sgned, fealed, publiftled^, and difcIarecF by 

^ the feid Henry Woodward, as and for hit 

•* lafl; wiir and teftament, iir tlie prefettce 

" of us, 

^^ANNE PITT. 

«E. WILLET. 

* No. 89, Wardour-ftreet, Soho." 

Thus have I laid before yxm (I addrefir myfelf 
^gain to you) the contents of th« feft will alud 
teftament of my dfear departed friend. Nothing 
can be more clearly exprefied, ©r more plainly 
intended for my benefit, than it iS. — One wouH 

imagine. 
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imagine, that it was next to impoflibLe to counter- 

adl the kind intent of it, — And yet, from the moil 

unaccountable perverfion of it^ no benefit has, as 

yet, arifen to me from it*-;— Could the worthy 

teftator look out fcom his^ grave, and fee what 

fteps have boen t^ken, his honeft heart would 

bound with ii^lignant pulfations.-^fiut I will; not 

anticipate the circumflances.. 

G. A. B, 



LETTER XCIV- 

January t^ x7«^ 

T. . . 
HE very great attention I pard Mr. Wood- 
ward during his illnels greatly affeAed my health, 
as he feemed not to be fatisfied with any other 
perfon's being near him, or doing any thing ror 
him, but the furgeons and myfelf. Indeed,' his * 
fituation was fo critical, that had he not been 
treated with the utmoft care, he could not have 
been retained in this world fo long. During the 
feven months of his indifpofition, I* went into- a 
bed but eleven n%hts. The eve of his departure 
I was fo greatly indLfppfed, that nature, wearied 
out, could fupport it no longer ; and I was obliged 
to retire> leaving him to the care of a gentle- 
woman who was my intimate, and who, as he 

wa& 
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^was Tery partial to her, ihared in giving her 

;2ffi(lance« 

He bore this long and painful illn^ds .with the 

-greateft refignation. and fortitude. The, morning 

ef his death, Mr. BromfieM faafkened out of his 

Tdoiti in tears; for \ipon his faying^ "God bVye, 

^ Harry r' my dying friend replied, with the ut- 

moft compofure, and an affecting tendernefs in 

the modul-ffioa of his' yoke, f* Faret/fel! I Ihall 

^* never fee you moreP When I appfpached the 

W to. give him his jne£cine, he regretted not 

having fufficient. power to repay my unwearied 

attention; and then taking me by the hand with 

^meiagitation^hefaid, "I am going. Lord have 

** mercy upon me T, and expired. ; 

Thus ended a man, who was as eminent for 

^^£titud^ honour, probity, morality, and religion^ 

as he was allowed great in his profeffion. And 

, though eulogies to his memory were unneceflary^ 
his worth, both as an ador and as a valuable 
member of fociety, being fo well known, yet it 
has been often a matter of furprize to m^ that 
ainbdg the number of his friends and of his con- 
temporaries at Merchant-Taylors School, there 

I appeared no public tribute to his merit, except 

I fome lines upon the occafion written by the re** 
'^*yercnd Mr, Madden. 



I 
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jL^m iiis idtttti^ I ganre tviray to Tthat^grkf I 
had endeavoured to {mother during hisii£ir:tiai«^ 
^Aflldiiiiiead^Iimiiftibavebeenvdie OKift )uigi:4»tfful 
mmMXi tattathiag, iafisr*tfae:rQ|iaitod ^Ugmi^iiM 
liei bald JConfensedLafiQii uncy ^htd J not ^f^^e^ef y 
tribute to hrs rnemcny. ' Saexttcflie >wene my (or- 
-nMnrs, tbatil'^was ioniKNlutely ftksed with ^a iever^ 
mhidiTforiinnoidbiysTceiyier^me jfii^ 

At^bis time 1 -Was^ill iftd^bted'to'La^afus the 
5eweller>>^^pHMm I have alfeari^iinentioiied. -Hts 
lon-ki^kr^ Solomon ' bek^ ;his5herr, jupon hearing 
«f the 'kgacy Mr« Woodiarard had jnft left ^me, 
rspplied'fo an'attOFnity;to«roco9«nthe dobt* ThiiL 
«ttenkey/hy ;tii^od8 which I ^&ad were not ^at 
that time unconmion, ppo£DcAted< ^e fui^^ ^with- 
<mtf»y4iiiOMPingtmyvtInngiOf{tbe oommeoeament 
€>f it'4fll^4iehaA4u^out.aivoutlaifriry:agaii^ 
iie'deolared thathe bad.««rroto. to me to demand 
the "debt) ' iMit as L^nerer received the. letter, I 
^oo*ld4K)t ^ifwer^ it, aod. I expeciencod^upon the 
4>ccafioii, the imoift ci^uel and abnoft tinpfece-^ 
^eAted' treatm^it. 

As feon -as T was able to be 'moved, Tl -was 
iadvifedto go into the^ country, it being thought 
Improper • for me to ^return to my own houfe (in 
which I had a family of diftinftion,) till my 

a^irs 
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a&bs wep&fettkd; -Accordiagl7,<die'i||)licdflei3^ 

-wko ^e^c^tfionaUy let my'liouie^ and ytho was t^ 

^enricdiaQ director ^of^tke fimcrd of iDyfWoitlijr 

frknd, Was >de{nitdd to. {get me ^ lodging* He 

'feced'Upon tNienat No* 3, WdicDtt^hice, Lsuoibethy 

to wMch 'fdace I ffemoved, 

"V^en thettilB^fs of:tfae:famfc £r^ iaw me, 
ihe tfppr^Aended I'was:iem there to die. This 
t^pi^diei^rion, and fotae mother perfional xeafons, 
intfde ter . very -iineafy ^at "osy < lis^ii^ a ^ lodging 
^n •ter'fcabitation ; forthough lihad ne^rer.fpoken 
to my :fair^ h^efs tHLI ^edcered ^sttr hxm&y 1 was 
weU :acfoaiflted^:i9^idi^ber iyy iigiit^iaisd Ji^ her 
connexions. . This occafioned doubts, which 
^terwardsfpfoved falfe ones, Svt lier cluef /ear 
Was, that rSiotild die imder* her roof; «f -which, 
indeed, there appeared to be the .greateft jwoba • 
•>ility. So wuch alanansd -was Ae at this^expeft- 
ation^.that i^xe declared fhe could never ilay in 
fte houfo after fuch an event had happened* 

How weak muft be the mind that indulges 
fuch timorous apprehensions ! What is there on 
% appearance, oh Death! which can carry terror 
With it to a confiderate being ! We know thou ait 
the inevitable attendant on mortality ; and we 
each of us arefenfible, that thou muft fome titne 

or 
I 
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<or Other be our fure vifitor, and yet we ftudioufl 
avoid every thought relative to thee,— Thy ver 
name raifes difagreeabie ideas, but the fight c 
thee makes' the generality of mankind fhuddei 
-—Death is indeed armed with terrors, when h 
feizes upon his prey in an unprepared ftate^ 
" Unhoufi^rd, unanointed, imannealM, no reckon 
** ing made, byt fent to their account withal 
** their imperfedlions on their head." Then, in 
deed,, is his approach alarming. But to thoi 
who endeavour by a life of virtue and piety, t' 
obtain the fiivour of the great Judge of the world 
he will undoubtedly prove a certain relief from 

" The whips and fcorns of time ; 

«* Th' •ppi«flbr*s wrong 5 the proud man^s t:ontumely j 

'' Th9 j>angt of jdefpis'd love ; the law's delay j 

'< The infolence «f office } and the fpums 

« That patient merit of th' unworthy takes 5 

« With all the natural (hocks that Adh is heir to f ." . 

Mr. Bromfield and his brother the apothecary 
who attended me, and to whom I take this opppt 
tunity of returning my thanks for their care an< 
attention, came to vifit me likewife at Walcot 
place. They affured the gentlewoman of th 
houfe, that fhe need be under no apprehenfiori 

• Hamlet; A^. I. Scene 8. f Ibid. Aa III. Scene 2. 

relativ 
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e to the payment of my lodgings or any in- 
al expences, as there was money enough, 

irever, till my affairs were totally fettled, 

thooght advlfeable that I fhonld not make 

my own name. The firft that ftruck me, 

hat o£ Weft, and which I accordingly 

d. I had, indeed, at that time no right to 

me of 'Weft ; not only upon account of the 

reparation which had taken place between 

rfon to whom it had once belonged and my- 

ut likewife from Mr. Digges's having for* 

every pretence to the appellation, by having 

more engaged at the Hay-market Theatre, 

the aufplces of Mr. Coleman. Contrary, 

u remember, to the condition, on which 

s exprefsly permitted to affume it. 

len I took poffeflion of my new lodgings, 
id myfelf without money. Having been 
denfive of difturbing the mind of my late 
ly friend, as he approached the confines of 
ty, I had forborne to afk for any for feme 
paft. Notwithftanding I knew that he had 
ital film in the hands of Meff. Drummonds, 
inkers ; that there was money due to him 
Covent Garden Theatre; that Mr. Foote 
onfiderably indebted to him ; and that Ge- 
V . D neral 
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neral Calcraft owed him four hundred pounds, 
which I had prevailed upon Mr. Woodward to 
lend him 4 yet I rather chofe to borrow money 
td fee the ^nly one of the faculty that attended 
him who would accept of tribute, than trouble 
him at that awful jundture. 

Upon this occafion, the celebrated Dr. Fother- 
gill, having heard of my diftrefled fituation, vo- 
luntarily lent me a hundred pounds. What 
greatly enhanced the obligation was, my not be- 
ing even perfonally known to him. Induced by 
humanity, for which the DoHor was as diftinguifh- 
ed as for his eminent fkill in his profeffion ; and 
having in his youth been acquainted with fome 
of my relations by my mother's fide, who were 
of his own fe£l; as well as from the charafter 
he had heard of me from my foaner lively inti- 
mate the Goddefs of Nonfenfe, but now Mary 
Wordlfey, a teacher and a preacher among the qua- 
kers ; he moft generoufly fent me the money by 
a gentleman who lived in Theobald*s-road, by 
profeffion an apothecary, but whofe name I have 
forgot. 

This debt, as it was attended with fuch proofs of 
liberality, I was the moft anxiotis to pay of any 
I owed. I had given at the time, a bond for the 



mnnftv* 
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thoney, and with it a judgment ; but the DcM^or 
had two much generofity to think of entering it 
Tip. I had formerly borrowed a fum from Mr. 
Woodward, for which the upholfterer, who occa- 
fionally let my houfe, drew up, hy way of fecu- 
ritf, an aiflignment of my furniture. But foon 
after his firft illnefs, that worthy. man delivered 
me up the paper containing the affignment, as a 
prefent upon his birth-day, Confequontly, Doc- 
tor Fothergill "was the only perfon who had any 
claim upon my property in Brewer-ftreet. 

It was not long before Solomon's ruffians took 
poffeffion of the habitation which belonged to my 
kte refpefted friend. Terrified almofl to mad- 
nefs when I received the account, and doubly 
anxious to pay Do£lor Fothergill, whofe confi- 
dence claimed a preference to any other creditor ;' 
and at the fame time to clear myfelf of the out- 
lawry, the very name of which {hocked me 
ijeyond defcriptron ; I gave a power to difpofe of 
the whole of my furniture both in Brewer- 
ftreet and Chapel-ftreet, in order to exonerate 
me from thofe two debts. After this was done, 
there was fome balance arifing from the fale, but 
it was not very confiderable ; for as it k&ppened 
io be the dead part of fummer when the goods 

D 2 were 
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were difpofed of, and moft of the genteel pc< 
out of town, they were fold to manifefl dil 

vantage. 

During the firft year after the deceafe of 1 
Woodward, I received at different times from 1 
Cornifli fifty-nine pounds^ which was all I e 
benefited by the kind intentions of my decc. 
friend; and even part of that was the prod 
of my own effetfls. This comparatively fn 
fum 1 was obliged to be fatisfied with, notwi 
{landing the money at Meflrs. Drummond's ^ 
immediately called in, as well as all the ot 
monies wliich were due to him, to the amoun 
feventeen or eighteen hundred pounds. 1 
were the debts of Mr. Woodward paid imnudiai 
according to the letter of the will ; it was at 1( 
a year and a quarter after his deceafe before tl 
were fettled. Mrs. Crawford has likewife b 
left in quiet poffeffion of Crow-ftreet Thea 
without a (hilling being paid of the ftipuls 
two hundred pounds a year ; though by a pre 
mode of procedure, the regular payment oi 
might have been enforced. 

Thus by the refufal of the executors to com 
with their deceafed friend's dying requeft, 
the ftrange condu6l of Mr. Willet the attorn 

b 
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have I been driven todiftrefles, even greater thai* 
thofe which are felt by a mdndicant in the ftreet. 
And this, notwithftanding 1 might have been 
furnilhed with a comfoFtable fubfiftence by the 
enjoyment of that property I had a right to ex-' 
peft. But I refer you to what 1 have already faid 
; upon the fubjeik. 

The firft year after Mr. Woodward*s deceafe, I 
was tolerably eafy ; fuppofing that, at the ufual 
time, the executors would fettle the affairs, in 
lieu of which, through the inftigations of the at- 
torney, whofe. views need no elucidating, they 
commenced, a fuit, without rhyme or reafon, as 
the faying is, againft Mr. Woodward's brother. 
Among the papers* of the. deceafed, they found a 
bond and note of his, which from having been given 
long ago, had many years intereft upon it. It 
amounted, together, to a fum that would nearly 
fwallow up the legacy left him. 

I am well affured, from the knowledge I have 
of my friend's humane difpofition, and grea^ diflike 
to every fpecies of duplicity, that the bond was 
never intended to be put in force ; and Mr. 
Cornifh fo far coincided with me in opinion, 
that he promifed me it fhould he given up ; but 
*j this was over-ruled by the perfon, who forefaw 

D 3 the 
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the advantages that would arife from a law-ftitr 
lap^ehended the reafon of the bond's being kept 
by Mr, Woodward was, to prevent, in cafe of his 
brother's death, his wife or heirs from being be* 
nefited; for his brother had married a perfon 
whom he much diJBLked. And fo greatly had his 
marriage oiFended him, that it was with the ut- 
mod difficulty I could prevail upon him ever to 
fee or fpeak to him. 

It certainly could not be meant, as the will was 
fo recently made, that the legacy fhould be only 
a nominal one, as it would have been, had fo large 
a fum been deduced out of it, Mr. Woodward 
was above fuch duplicity and vain oftentation* 
And I muft add, that I cannot help thinking, 
though I ain not converfant in the law, that as 
I was the only legatee, and who alone could be in- 
jured by it, my defire of giving up the bond and 
note, would have been a fufficient inducement foe 
the executors to confent to it, and a fufficient 
authority for their doing it. But this mode o£ 
fettling it, would not have been fo ajclvantageous 
to Mr Willet, The fweets of a fuit of \vc^. 
would have been nipped in the bud ; and he 
could have found no excufe to prevent his re^ 
funding ; a term which grates upon the ear of 
moft of the gentlemen of his profeffion, 

I lived- 
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I lived a year and a quarter at Walcot-PIace, 
in the lodging that hkd been provided for me, 
and a very expenfive one it was, exclufive of 
my man and maid-fervant. To fupport this, 
I borrowed money upon my plate, and difpofed 
of the few jewels I had left. As I had long fe- 
eluded myfelf from the world, the only acquaint- 
ance I kept up, was one. female intrmate, who re- 
fided in town, and the family where I lodged. 

Thus ftep by ftep, with more or lefs celerity, 
according as circumftances vary, do thofe, who 
by their own imprudence, the villainy of others, 
or the wanton attacks of fortune, are driven from 
the elevated brow of profperity, defcend into the 
vale of adverfity, — Steep and flippery is the road ; 
and feldom, very feldom, are priftine heights to 
be recovered. And the uncertainty of when wc 
have reached the bottom> adds to the horror ot 
the defcent. 

G. A. B. 
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LETT E R XCV, 

January 29, 17- 

JVlY youngeft fon now came from France 
upori his being of age; and my eldeft fon got 
leave of ab fence, in order to return to Eng- 
land upon the fame occafion. When they met, 
and took into confideration the fettlement of fome 
of the debts they wefe mutually engaged for, an 
unhappy difagreement arofe between them. Theii 
difpute on the fubjedt rofe to fuch a height, 
that a- duel was nearly the confequence ; and no* 
thing but my tears and entreaties could have pre- 
vented it» What a dreadful fituation for a mo- 
ther, who doated upon her fon^ and whofe hap- 
pirtefs could alone afford her any confolation. 

Will you pardon me (yet why do I afk the 
qvieflion? I know you will) if I repeat a few line;s 
tVom h part I have often performed, and when 1 
performed have moft fufceptiblyy^// P But never 
do I recolledl, that they ftruck me with greater 
force than on the prefent occafion. They ar^ 
part of the wailings of Conftance, when fhe la- 
ments the lofs of her beloved fon. For the whole 
of the beautiful and affefting fcenes, I refer you 
to the piece. And not much fliort of her's 

would 
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would have been my grief, had I been robbed of 
either of my fons by this unnatural coateft« I 
then ihould have faid with her *, 

** Grief fills the room up of my abfent child ; 
^'Xies in his bed ; walks up and down with me; 
^ Puts on hi3 pleaflng looks j repeats his words | 
" Remennbers me of all his gracious parts $ 
<' Stuffs out his vacant garments with his form t 
** Then have I reafon to be fond of grief." 

In a fliort time after his arrival in England, my 
youngeft fon unfortunately fell into the hands of 
Iharpers, and loft very large fums at play. It 
therefore became neceffary that he ihould go 
abroad. He accordingly, thro' the intereft of a 
friend, got a commiffion in the fervice of the 
Eaft India Company at Bengal. As I was every 
hour in expeftation of having my affairs fettled, 
and being put in poffeffion of what Mr. Wood- 
Ward had left me, and as Captain Metham fupplied 
me with what money I wanted for the prefent, I 
had no occafion to folicit any afEftance from him 
at that time. 

Captain Metham, during his ftay here, con» 
trafted a friendftiip with a brother officer, a man 
^iffipated in the extreme. They lent each other 
their names ; and as this getitleman was poflcffed 

D 5 of 

• King Johnj A^ III* Scene j^. 
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of an eftate, though it was greatly involved, it wa« 
not difficult to raife money upon their joint fecu^ 
rity- But, as is ^frequently the cafe in thefe 
negociaitions,, they feldom got more than forty 
pounds in ca{h for their notes of an hundred. 
The confequence of, this manner of going on was, 
that my fon foon found himfelf greatly entangled, 
and obliged to return to, Jamaica, 

Juft before he went, a beautiful young creature 
called upon me with a letter from him ;. which, 
as affording the miftrefs of my fon proteftion, 
might appear to you and the world, as if 1 coun- 
tenanced his illicit connections, and draw on me- 
an additional load of cenfure, I fhall tranfcribe- 
verbatim.. 

*« My Dear Madam, 

" LET my fituation. plead my excufe for 
" this. It i^ to introduce to you a young wo- 
*< man,,, whofe greatefl: fault is an attachment to- 
" your fon. I have no refource left, but to rely' 
**.upon my father's generofity ; a faint. but only 
<* hope. But though I cannot count upon his, 
•" protection, I cai^ on your's ; who are too good,. 
*^ and have too much fenfe to be oiFended when. 
*^ I tell you^ Jbat at this timejhe is entitled to mf 
^* tendereji regards^ 

" My: 
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" My circumftances are fuch, that I could 
^ not even call on you before I go; but I hope a 
" few years will anjply com^nfate for the mif-? 
'' fortunes of this ; and that we may both live, till 
'* 1 have proved in numberlefs inftances, witji 
" what truth I am 

" Your moft affedlionate and dutiful fon, 

*' George. Montgomery Metham." 

lonAoa, Dec. 22, 177s. 
Myblcth-day. 

My circumftances at this time were not in the 
moft flourifhing ftate, but in confideration of 
my fon's requeft, and the young perfon's fitua^ 
tion, I promifed to allow her a weekly pittance^ 
as long as I could afford to do fo. This, how- 
ever, it was not in my power to do but for a 
few weeks. 

At the expiration of the time ufually limited 
for executors to fettle the affairs, entrufted to 
their care, a truft of the moft facred and im- 
portant nature, I waited on Mr Woodward's exe- 
cutors to know what; had been done* When, to 
niy inexpreilible aftpnifhment, I was informed^ 
"iat there was no money for me, nor the leaft 
">oni for me to expeft any. They added, that 

D i ^ ' Imuft 
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1 muft npply to Mr. Willet, their attorney ; as 
they were determined to be guided wholly by 
him, and being refolved not to adt chemfelve% 
they had given their power up to him. 

Having met with this unexpefiked rebuff, I 
prevailed upon a friend of Mr. Woodward's to 
call on Mr. Bromfield, but he would not hear 
what he had to fay. I wrote repeatedly to him 
with as little effeft, my letters being referred ta 
Mr. Willet. At length driven by diftrefs, I 
called at the houfe of the latter, where I was 
treated with an infolence I never before experi- 
enced. 

He informed me, that he had proceeded againft 
Mr. Crawford till he had got execution againft 
him. And upon 'my reprefenting that the war- 
rants to the bonds were in the hand^ of Mr. Bur- 
ton of Dublin, he infolently replied, that indeed 
he would not crofs the herring-pond. Upon 
my alking him when he thought I might expert 
any advantage, he told me, I had nothing to ex- 
peift ; that the executors had as good a right as 
myfelf to the effedls, if there were any; as I 
lliould fquander it all away, fuppofmg any advan- 
tages were to arife to me. 

It was in vain f6r me to remonftrate \vith a- 
perfon who could have the effrontery to tell 'm^ 

this» 
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this. What was to he done I knew not. Mr. 
Cornifh hy this time had retired from bufinefs 
into the country ; and Mr. Bromfield ftill per* 
fiiled in not liftening either to perfonal applica* 
tions or letters ; or, if he did, I received the nfual 
reference to one from whom I had nothing to 
cxped. 

Thiis were my hopes from this quarter, from 
which I had the moft rational grounds of expefta- 
tion, according to my ufual ill fortune fruftrated ; 
and that, like many of the former, not through 
any mifcondu£t of my own. This con£deration 
affords me great comfort amidft my diftrefles, 
and gives me room to hope, that the application 
I made in my laft letter to the gentlemen of the 
law, will not prove ineffe£lual, but procure me 
from among them fome humane and powerful 
proteftor; 

Finding my diftreffes through this difappoint- 

flient become ferious, I difcharged my man fer- 

vant; which I did with reluftance, as he was 

very faithful, and had lived with me a con- 

fiderable time. I likewife gave up the apartments 

I occupied at firft, and went into an upper room 

in the fame houfe, as I was unable to pay what 

Was already due. 

My 
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My ffan Metham had promifed to fend me mo»-^ 
ney from Jamaica, but I could; not expe£l to re-j 
ceive it for fome ' time. . I found myfclf greatly 
diftreffed, as I had borrowed money frpm Mr» 
Woodward's brother, with the fure e^pedlation 
of being able to repay k at the expiration of the 
year. The faithful girl who attended me wpuld 
not leave me, and rr^ther chofe to ihare my dif- 
trefs. Befides all thefe difagreeable eircumftances, 
I had contrafted a debt at a fhop in the neigh- 
bourhood, that fupplied me with every necellary 
except bread and meat. I had given a note for 
the fum, which' was now become due, and for 
which I was threatened witli confinement. This 
was a double diftrefs to us, as it deprived us of 
the greateft part of our fubfiftence, and reduced, 
us to the utmoft extremity of want. 

I had now parted with every thing 1 could raife 
a fliilling upon; and. poverty, with. all her horrid 
train of evils, flared me in the face. In this 
dreadful fituatioq, worn out with calamity, and 
terrified with the gloomy profpedi which prefentr 
ed itfelf to my view, I endeavoured to perfuade 
myfelf that fuicide could not be a crime. I had 
MO perfon tp look up to. Every body to whom 
i was united by the ties of blood;, were abroad. 

Sin 
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Sir George Mediam had prefeoted me with a 
temponiy relief; bat he, 2s well 2ls all the nohi- 
bilitjy wece out of town. Not being po^feSed 
(as I thought) of a IhilliDg, nor the expeilatioa 
of getting one ; opprefled by debt ; without the 
common neceflkries of life; an nfelefs member of 
fociety ; and the poor girl who had kindly inrol- 
Ted herfelf in my diftrefs, being an aggravadoQ 
of it; I taught myfdf to believe, that it would 
be a merrtorious adion to free myfelf fincMn being, 
3oy longer, the burthen I was- to the world and 
to myfelf. I accordingly formed the refolutioa 
to pnt an end to my exiftence^ by throwing my^ 
felf into the river Thames* 

Unhappily in this moment of defpair, every 
i^ark of that virtuous confidence in heaven, fo 
forcibly recommended in the fbllowing lines, was 
cxtinguiQied in my bofom*. 

** Tho* i^aiigM in ills, and! exercisM In car^ 

" Yet never let the noble.mind defpair; 

** When prelsM by dangers, and befet with ibev 

" The gods their timely fuccour interpofej 

** And when our virtue finks, o*erwhelmM with griff, 

** By unforefeen expedients bring relief.** 

Infpired by the black ideas which, had got pof^ 
feffion of my mind, I one night left the houfe be^ 

tween* 
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tween nine and ten o'clock. As there was a door 
which led from the garden into the road, I went 
unperceived ; for I had not refolution to fpeak to 
my faithful attendant, whofe anxious eye might 
have difcovered the direful purpofe of my heart 
imprefled upon my countenance. 

Having efeiled^ unobferyed, my ^lopoMienty 
J wandered about the road and fields, till the 
clock was on the point of ftriking eleven, and 
then made my way towards Weftminfter-bridge, 
I continued to rove about till that hour, as there 
was then a probability that 1 fhould not be in- 
terrupted by any paflengers from carrying my 
defperate defign into execution. Indeed, I was 
not without hopes of meeting in St. George's 
Fields with fome Freebooters, who would have 
prevented the deed of . drfperation I was about to 
perpetrate, by taking a life I was weary of. Nor 
would this have been an improbable expeflation, 
had I met with any of thofe lawlefs plunderers, 
that oftentimes frequent thofe parts ; for their dif- 
appointment from finding me pennylefs, might 
have excited them to murder me. A confumma- 
tion I then devoutly wifhed. 

Having reached the* Bridge, I defcended the 
fteps of the landing-plac^ with a fad and folemn 

pace% 
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pace, and fat mc down on the loweft flair, im- 
patiently waiting for the tide to cover me. My 
defperation, though refolute, was not of that 
violent kind as to urge me to take the fatal 
plunge. As I fat, I fervently recommended my 
fpirit to that Being I was going to offend in fo 
Unwarrantable a manner, by not bearing patiently 
the affliftion he was pleafed I ihould fufFer. I 
even dared to harbour the thought, that a divine 
impulfe had given rife to the idea ; as if " the 
" Everlafting had not fixed his canon *gainft felf- 
"llaughterr ^ 

The moon beamed faintly through the clouds, 
and gave juft light enough to diftinguifh any 
paflenger who might crofs the bridge ; but as I 
was in mourning, there was not any great proba- 
bility of my being difcerned and interrupted. I 
had taken off my bonnet and apron> and laid them 
befide me upon the ftairs ; and leaning my heaid 
^pon my hands, remained loft m thought, and 
almoft ftupified by forrow and the reflections 
which crowded upon my mind. 

Here paufe a moment, and admire with me 
the ftrange viciffitudes.of life. Behold your once 
lively friend, reduced from the enjoyiiwftt of eafe, 
affluence, efteem^ and renown in hfer profeflion, 

f 
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to the moft ^efperate ftate that human wret 
ednefs will admit of — a prey to penury, gi 
contumely and defpair— flanding tiptoe on 
verge of this world, and impioufly daring 
rufli, unbidden^ into the prefence of her Create 
I fhudder at xhfi recolledlion — Let me draw a 
acrofs it, and proceed. 

In the penfive pofture juft defcribed, did I 
for fome minutes, watching the gently fwell 
tide, and blaming its tardy approach. Whe 
pleafed ^* the unfeen Power (to exprefs myfel 
'^ the words of Thomfon) that rules the illii 
'^ able world, that guides its motions,^^ from 
*^ brigbteft ftar, to the leaft duft of this 
** tainted mould," to interfere and fnatcli mefi 
deftruiStioxi- 

I was fuddisnly roufed from my awful rev( 
by the voice of a woman at fome diftance, 
drefling her child ; as appeared from what foil 
cd, for they were neither of them viliblei 
foft plaintive tone flie faid, " How, my dear, 
*^ you cry for bread, when you. know I have 
^^ even a morfel to carry your dying fath< 
She then exclaimed, in all the bitternefs of \ 
*^ My God! my God I what wretchedriefs 
^ compare t0 mine ! But thy almighty wl 
^ ddne:^ 



V 



The concluding words of the woman's pat&etie 
exclamation commimicated inilantaneoufly, like 
the dedric fpark, to my defpcmding heart. I felfi 
the fill! force of the divine admonition ; and flnick 
with horroF at the crime I had intentionally 
committed, I burft into tears ; repeating in a fincere 
ejaculation, the pious fenteitce ihe had uttered,. 
^ thy almighty will be done !^ 

As I put my hand into my pocket, to take put 
my handkerchief in order to dry my tears^ I felt 
Come halfpence there which I did not know I was 
poffefled of. And now ^^y native humanity, which 
tad been deprefled, as well as every other good 
propenfity, by defpair, found means to refumeits 
power in my mind., Impelled by its pleafing in* 
fluence, I haftily run up the fteps, and haying 
difcovered my hitherto invifible monltrefs, gave 
them to her. I received in return a thoufand blef- 
fings; to which I rather thought fhehad a right 
from me, for having been the means of obftrucSing 
my dire intents. 

I now returned to the place wher^ the impious 
fcene was to have been afted, and humbly adored 
that Being, who had by fuch an eventual circum- 
ftance counteradled it ; and for the firft and lafl: 
time in my life;^ felt a fenfation of hap|)inefs from 

finding 
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finding there were perfons in the world more 
wretched than my felf. I dare fay my much refpecSk- 
ed * Thompfon's defcription of the miferies of 
human life, will here occur to your recolledtion, 
as they do to mine on a review of ithe incident* 

** Ah little do the gay* licentious, proud, 

« Whom pleafurci power, aftuence furround ; 

** They who their thoughtlefs hours in giddy mirth* 

*« And wanton often cruel, riot wafte j 

*< Ah little think they, while they dance alongi 

*« How many feel; this very moment, death 

" And all the fad variety of pain t 

** How many (ink in the devouring flood, 

« Or more devouring flame: how many bleed 

** By fhameful variance betwixt man and man : 

^ How many pine in want, and dungeons glooms i 

** Shut from the common air, and common ufe 

" Of their own limbs : how many drink the cup 

<< Of baleful grief, or eat the bitter bread of mifery.*— 

1 am apprehenfivce I Ihall tire you with this nx ^- 
lancholy account of the extreme of defpair, in^^o 
which your poor fallen friend was thus plunge ^^« 
And yet I flatter myfelf^, that an event fo inters ^* 
ing to me, will not be confidered as uninterefti ^S 
tp you, I will> however, think about bringing *^ 

• Thomfon'is Wintft-, tine 322, 

to 
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to a conclufion, and with it conclude this proper* 
tionably long letter. 

Whilft I compared my own fituation with that 

of the poor woman, whole ftarving child and dying 

hufband occafioned her to vent fo pungentiy her 

grief, I received great fatisEwSlion "from confjdering, 

that all thofe who were dear to me, as well from 

affeftion as the ties of blood, were in pro- 

fperous circumftances. I had no one to care 

for, but the poor girl whofe affection kept her with 

nie, and whom I regarded as my child. Having 

therefore adored the great Source of Good, for 

ii)y recent deliverance from the fatal effedls of my 

defpondency, I prayed that he would pardon the 

Atrocious attempt; and concluded my petition, with 

begging that he would graAt me power to affift 

lier, and make her future days more comfortable. 

Having done this, I remounted the fteps, and 

found my mind inexpreffibly relieved. The gloom 

>^hich had fo lately overwhelmed it, was in -an 

inftant cleared away, and a tranquillity I had long 

been a ftranger to, fucceeded it. Such a fudden 

tranfition from the blackeft defpair to peace and 

bope, I was well affured could only have been 

cffeded by fome invifible agent ; for I never felt 

4 fuch 
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fiich ^ ray of comfort diffufe itfelf through my 
heart, ^fince thofe bleffed days of innocence I fpent 
in my church-regreted convent. *^ It came o'er 
<< my mind," (as the immortal bard * defcribes the 
power of mufic) '* like the fweet South, that 
breathes upon a bank of violets^ ilealing and giv-, 
ing odour." 

G* A. B. 
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January S> 17—^ 

JriAVING offered up my adorations to'Heaveri) 
with a fervour I had Icarcely ever experienced be- 
fore, I returned home. When I got in, I found 
my poor Sally crying as if her heart would break) 
left fome misfortune had happened to me. The 
faithful girl was, however, foon reftored to quiet* 
by obferving the gloom, which had lately been fo 
apparent in my looks difpelled, and tranquillity 
feemingly reftored to my diftradled bofom. She 
informed me, that during my abfence, her fifter 
had called upon her, and had lent her two Shil- 
lings. With this fhe had heen out, and bovght 

- • Twelfth Night, Aft I. Scene i, ^ 

fomething 
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fometKing flie thought I ihould like for fupper^ 
andfome tea and fugar for the morning. 

When fupper was got ready, we fat down toge- 
ther to our repaft, with thankful hearts; for Ihe was 
Wcome more a humble friend than a fervant ; and 
I cannot remember, even in the moft elevated Situ- 
ation I was evei; in, and when my table was fpread 
with dainties, that I made a more pleafing meal. 
The goodnefs of the poor girl's heart was fo evident 
in her waiting patiently for my return, to partake 
of what {he had provided, notwithftanding flie had 
keen long falling ; and gave me fuch an uocontro- 
vertible proof of her. afFeftion, that it greatly added 
to my regard for her ; and then I refolved, if I was 
ever bleft with power, amply to return it. 

So interefted and lukewarm is the fervice of do- 
meilics, in general, to their matters and miftrefles, 
that when ^heir attendance appears to be tindbired 
with regard as well as duty, they claim every in- 
dulgence their ilation will admit of, and become 
invaluable. To fliew my approbation of the con- 
fiderate girl's attention, I gave her leave to pafs the 
following day with her filler, who had called to in- 
vite her; and I was not dlfpleafed at her having 
fiich an opportunity of regaling herfelf, as no part 
of the fupply Ihe had fiirnifhed me with remained 
but the tea and fugar. 

As 
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As I fat ruminating, after Ihe was gone, \ip#n 
my late intended raflinefs, I heard a gentle tap at 
the door. Since I had removed to the Attic ftory, 
I had, through a falfe pride, avoided feeing any of 
thofe who had known me in a better fituation ; my 
furprize therefore was very great, at beholding 
Madam Krudnar enter; and more particularly fo, 
as a difference fubiifted at that time between a rela- 
tion of her's and myfel^ This lady is the widow 
of a Polifli baron, a moft agreeable generous wo- 
man, and poffeffed of the mbft liberal fentiments. 

She had accidentally heard of my diftrefs, and 
taken the firft opportunity to come and relieve 
me. She gently chid me for concealing my fitu- 
ation from my acquaintance, as my being reduced 
to my prefent extremity, did not proceed froin my 
own mifconduft, but was occafioned in a great 
meafure by the barbarity of the lawyer, who had 
wantonly expended my property in unneceflary 
fuits of law. She obferved, upon my relating to 
her my fituation, that the debts I had contra6led, 
were in confequence of the fuppo/ition, that I ,1 
flioukl be poffeffed of an income more than ade- 
quate to my expences. 

As it was Sunday when Madam Krudnar called 
vpon me, and my maid was gone out, it was im- 

pradlicable 
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bcable for me to get any other refirefliment 
ler than the tea which I fortunately had by 
and with this I entertained my benevolent 
nefs. 

ng much indiipofed from the vexation and 
ty I had undergone, I now lay longer in bed 
[ ufually had done. The houfe was remark- 
uiet, there being no other lodgers in it* Mr, 
s, the perfon to whom it belonged, was 
i in the garden when at home; and his 

was generally abroad, in a great meafure^ 
;ve to be out of the way, that flie might 
feeing mifery, which flie had neither the 
nor the inclination to relieve, 
s was the ftate of the houfe where I lodged, 
» two or three days after, the fair vifitant, 
given you an account of, had honoured me 
ler company, "I heard, in the morning, re- 

knockings at the door. Upon enquiring 
le caufe of fuch unufal noife, I found 
: proceeded from a number of perfons 
ere fent to affift me; but having carefully 
I myfelf, as I have already informed you, 
le world, fince adverCty had beeii my por- 
could by no means accouht forthefe bene- 
Hons, 

V. E Among 
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Amoi^ ot^Sy. Mr. H^r^is did mCf the hcna^ur 
tp, call upon iw. He kind]^y,.eo(tu>red,„why Irhad 
iiQt ac^u^ip^ the ixumag;er^ of ,Covent Garden 
with my diftrefs;^ and prefenting me with five 
guine^iesy deilred I, would plac^, that trifle to the 
ai^Q0U|it^, which. I took a§.a gpnt^l way of mak- 
ing mfi 4 pf ftfelM: . of i|. . I muft iafon?t y^u, , that^ ^ 
I. aia indebted tx)^ the ni^p^ers oj^ Cpvent-Qardet^ . 
Tbeat^re^ ii^.thirtyi or. five aad ^thirty pojonds^ .a«4 1 
tp^^ Mr,. Harci&.tweiUy. 

TJue Cune day I, received a vifit from, a female,^ 
fer whom I hare a very gfeat regard* This was^ 
Mf^. Wbitfie^> the daugl^ter of Nurfe Carter, 
whom I have akeady mei>tion^d,a§ my drefler for 
f9fne ye^w She came with a, deputation from 
Mr.. Hull and Mr. Mattocks^ offering their 
joint endieavauFS to raife a fuoiy in order to extri* 
ca^e me from the debts whiich oppreffed me, I 
need not fay, th^t I readily, accepted their gene- , ,. 
rous affiftance, and efteemed myfelf muqh flatter- J 
ed by fuch a nasurkof kindoefs frppa the cowrojj-' J 
nity , to wt ich I had formerly belonged . ^ . i 

Upon my accepting the forfgpin^ offer, Mrs. i* 
Whkfi^Ui naade nie one from herfelf,, which, at: f 
the fame time that it ihewed her hxfn?an|e difpofiti- jjs 
on, gave proofs of the great eft difcretion, andi* 

judgement, 



\ 



G. JK. BELLAMY. 75 

enRiHt; Shej^i^pofed, if I wonlJ grant my 
ent, that= ftie Wmtd endeavour' to raife a fum 
ng her own acquaintance and friends?, and from 
ajr fflc ! a guise^ a week* This propofat, you 
be affaredi, I iilfo gladly accepted, as it would 
t prevention noironlycof Wanf, but of what is 
lilely mo« t€> be dtfieaidled, <^^ ; which, in- my 
ion, isT'tfcft' earthly Tartahis. 
%ett'arp€arf©n whofe principles^ are good> un- 
lyfeB5ii«x)tbis fitvraton, adieu to all peace and' 
fort* The Tefle<Stion embitters every meal, 
drives from the eye^lids riefrcfliing fleep. It 
odes and cankers every chearftl idea^ and like 
rn Cerberoxis, gtiards each avenue to the heart, 

lat pleafure dares not approach.^ Happy ! 

:e happy ; are thofe who are bleft with an in- 
ndent competence, and can confine their wants 
lin the bounds o{ that competence, be it what 
ay. To fticb alone the bread of life is palatable 
noutiihingi Sweet is the morfel that is acquired 
n* honeft indoftty, the produce of which is par- 
ent, or that flows from a fource which will 
fail. A fubfiftence that is precarious, or pro- 
id by an uncertain profpeft of payment, carries 
ber wine nor oil with it.— Let me therefore »- 
repeat, that the perfon-who is deeply involved 

£ ^ in 
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in debt, experiences on earth all the tortures the 
poets defcribe to be the lot of the wretched inha- 
bitants of Tartarus, 

I was naturally led to enquire, how the know- 
ledge of my prefent diftrefled fituation had found 
its way into the world ; when I was informed, 
that an advertifement had appeared in the public 
papers, the day before, to the following purport: 
*^ That x\\Q female Itimm was in want of the necef- 
^\ faries of life ; and thofe who hid formerly par- 
*^ taken of her profperity, ought to blufh at fuf- 
<* fering her tobein fucha fituation!'* My addrefs 
was fubjoined, which brought the benefa<Slions fo 
readily to me.. 

The performers could not be induced by this in- 
telligence to make me the kind propofal they did, 
as none of them ever lay under any obligationr to 
me, except Sparks ; and he had for fome years 
been fleeping with his fathers. But though many, 
incited by the advertifement, pitied my diftreft fi-' 
tuation, yet among all the perfons I had formerly 
obliged, there was but one who felt the rebuke. 
So very fcarce an article, as I have already obferv- 
ed, is gratitude. 

I foon had another vifit from my fair friend Ma- 
dam Krudnar, who was quite charmed to hear that 
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her manoeuvre had proved fa fuccefsful ; for to her I 
now found I was indebted for the difcovcry of my 
diftrefs. She congratulated me upon it : but not 
without reproaching me once more with pride, 
for keeping my poverty a fecret. In a fliort time, 
I received a fum from^ the Theatre, which- enabled 
me to pay moft of the debts I had been obliged by 
hard neceffity to contract. And for fome time 
the guinea per week, which Mrs, Whitfield raif- 
ed for me, continued ; indeed much longer than I 
had reafon to expedl, 

I was now favoured with a vifit from the juftly 
celebrated Mrs, Abington, who advifed me to take 
a benefit, and kindly offered her talent &. — ^She at 
the fame time lent me her name to a draft 
for eleven pounds; for which I hold myfelf as 
much indebted to her, as if flie had made me a pre- 
fent of the riioney. The anxiety I experienced 
till the bill was paid, was inexpreffible; but I 
Was enabled to pay it when due, by the kind affifl- 
ance of a gentleman who formerly belonged to the 
Nonfenfe-Club I have given an account of. Mr, 
King and Mr, Smith likewife kindly offered to 
j^ay for me; but as the feafon was far advanced, 
it was thought advifeable to poftpone it till the 
the next. 

2 At 
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At this period I recoHe<2»4 that I ri»fer iai 
received .any coo^der ation for tbe fixtmes ia 
Prewer-ftreet hpx^fe, I tlictiefone aptptbd to Pol- 
lard the lapholil^ef, m^ ho had dilpofed of tliem; 
'JLiid was informed by him^ that he had paid tb« 
ptoducQ of them ktp the hand;s of Mr. Wtaod- 
;«srard'^ executors, fiat upcai my ^xsaiitii^ Mr. 
Corniih'^ account, I found that no fuch imoney had 
Jbeen received-firora hinu ^Upon which I dedccd Mr 
WilletSj ti\« perfon at whofe boafe I lodged, ta 
^call on him ; when he ftill iniifi»d^upoii.thettrutiv 
ef hi^ &rft ai&itbn^ andib9odmit9.t^ not 

i» we me a fliUling. loiceafed tx> a jiegcee, at jcbe fiip- 
podtion of Mif being ib imprixici^edfts tD^oudce 
a demand wh^re Z bad nut a fegal .daii&y 
I commenc^ed a jpcotC^fs agoitift .jRpIkml:; asd 
though Irhad tbcfatisfeQtwnl».gadniwf .ciuib, i 
^would i%€>t judder^ imbaft J fuffei»d«&on em^lay*^ 
ing faclj taeans -to recwer the aimidy^ fior ten 
times tfbc Jum. 

Ifaac BiQk>erA2»C» ,tit ooie of li!s X.uci]l;>Fatien[i89 
fays, that in ainofl: villages thece is a Mrs* Blue- 
mantle ; a tattliog gofii|i, who makes it her hufi- 
nefs to colleft ali the ikws of the place, and when 
flie difpences it abroad, t;dces care to <tecora(te it ; 
with not a few add itions and emendation*, wiiich , 

owe 



twcAeirlidAg to her own prolific ferain. During 
Bay refiSence at W^icot place! experienced, to my 
foiTow, tfeat a Mr*, Biueniantle refided in that 
neighbourhood, 

A perfon who k married to a man of a genteel 
profeffion in London, and has pitched iSpoh that 
ipot for her country refidetoce, did me the ho- 
nour to notice me whllft there. She amufed' 
herfetf with repeating ftories of my extravagance, 
at the time I axShiatty wanted the rtec^ffaries of life, 
and was ^otifineti fe nty hed hy -a fevere mdi%oft'- 
tion occafioned by'-flretting. It isnwriih^ to'^hc lo- 
toeitted, fhzit th^fe )pefts-6f fociety aifeinot ikk\Ait 
to fijmeptmifliftteiit : for thiaugh to aftioin of da- 
mages 'ttii^t not lie %gainft'thiem, rt^ey often do 
as ftitarfi real ^j ifry to 4\ich ^ iifre 'in^ 
to becomette*^l^a df^eir'^^dfttiTiBS, lafs ^fl*6fe 
yfhx) "ttt^'m^re lah^a^aefl in'their^iiaoate Jof ^itpref- 
fion, 

l*fererely experienced the trilA -df thi^ ; as ^ g^n- 
fleraahirfformedtnte'fbnietiTne ■afttJrj't^hatlie'Oef'tain- 
ly ftioTfld have stflifted me in -my diftre'fs, had he 
n6t atdafentally fafHen-fn'WiWi^fliis^khia''aiia nritelliy- 
geitt neighbour of tnine, S^fho ^fffeed Wm *thfere 
was no trvrth in flie report t>f ^y be?ng^i^rfefied, 
as I had every day my irdttit tin^'tny hir'd. 
I infert this circumftance, in hopes, after it has 

E 4 undergone 
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undergone your infpeflion, of its fallitig into the 
hands of my caluminator's daughter. As that 
young lady probably has books from a circulating 
library, and thefe letters will undoubtedly be ho- 
iioured with a place in moft of their catalogues, 
there is a chance of her reading them. - If fhe does, 
I jflioujd take it a5 a favour if flie would inform 
the worthy Mrs. Bluemantle (who is generally too 
bufily employed about other people's affairs, to 
have leifure to read herfelf) that 1 have heard of 
her great goodnefs, but hold her calumny in the 
moft fovreign contempt. I have charity enough 
to hope that, Mifs, who fe6ms to have no very 
great opinion of her Mamma, will avoid an imita- 
tion of fo contemptible a charafter, and take care 
not to deferve the denomination I have, with the 
grcateft propriety, beftorwed upon her mother. 

Had I the power of naming the punifhment 
which fliould be inflifted for fuch a breach of the 
lawsof truth and humanity, I would propofe depriv- 
ing them of the member by which they propagate 
their inhuman falfliood. Though this inflicSion 
might appear a fevere one, it certainly is not more 
than adequate to the crime. In my eftimation, it | 
is of the higheft magnitude. To repeat ftories to 
the difadvantage of others, even if they are true, 

is 
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is wrong ; but to invent falfhhoods wantonly to 
injure them, certainly requires exemplary punifh- 
ment* 

But were the lovers of fcandel to be deprived of 
their tongues, they would make ufe of their hands 
to indulge their beloved propenlity. When they 
could no longer fpeak, they would write their cen- 
fur^s; and were they deprived of the power of ex- 
preiSng their malignity by thefe methods, they, 
like Lavinia, would write with flumps iipon the 
fand, rather than let their neighbours live without 
calumny. 

Finely expreffive of myj ideas on this head, is the 
complaint of the poor injured Arithufa in * Phila- 
iter ; which, with the alteration of the word maid- 
den into per/on^ to make it more extenfively apph'- 
cable, I will beg leave to infert for your per-, 
ufal. 




«< Where may a perfon live fccurely free, y^*'^^> • 

♦* Keeping their honour iafe ; not with the living 5 /|/ /> » * , V * 
<* They feed upon opinions, errors, dreams, / ' /fj, ' -..f'u 

*< And make them truths J they draw a nonriftiment ' .' \ I * ' 
« Out of defamings ; grow upon difgraces 3 \, . -►, ' ■■ ^ 

** And when they fee a virtue fortified V. i^.^ 

^ Strongly above the battery of tlieir tongues,. 



> 



* Philafter, Aa: III. Scene the lart.. 
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** Ohs f»ff jtihegr caft «> tfink it ; «nd ^e&atec), 
^< (Soul-iick with polfon) ;ftnkertl)iB;nQiH}n0ot& 
<' Where noble names lie flecping, till they fweatjt 
** And the cold macble melts*** 

You may probably think me too wwiu imny 
tenfures of defamatioti, faiffliood, and dapiicity^ 
4hofe human failings that arefo diifoordaitt to i!h© 
natural bent ctf my own mkid.— But. as I have 
before told you (and I believe more than once) fliat 
•very part of iny conduft is generally in the 
-txtreme, fo iieither can I feel or exprds my appro- 
bation or difapprobation in lukewarm terms.— 
There it afervour in my manner 1 cannot controul; 
and I always fpeak or write of an aftion, according 
to the degree of pleafure or difguft T receive from it* 

G. A. B. 
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As Mr. Willetr, i»y ]aii41a»d, jbcad kA the ,gjfeat- 
eft part of the:hotffe to^alar^* lp»fnn^y, I Rotund it 
very inconvenient to remain any longer at Wal- 
Cot-Place; I tlierefore came to town, and fixed 

Ely 



1 prefiuAed tb ac^umnt ins Grace Jd)f MoatagaEife ^ 
wkh ciiy 'dMktefs, iHrho daHnoSiateljr henoncied das 
with A nel^piotaT^ re^irfc mid I havte c^oa.f&^Tieiiai 
•GcaGmiBS, bedft f irnofln^d widi T»aiiks ff iiisCj^ade's 
i]iuaific6i«D&; t>iift Hj^e ^w^dtild jmeit ^^i^ble me ipci 

I haS appRe* to 4bitoe -{jerfbn^ M/^o il^cfre fc^ia- 
neOiea ^tvith Srr Gfe^ge MeAam, ^t wkhojit 
fnccefs. T notv made apjflrcartcm tb liittiMF, atid 

r - 

informed him of fhe diib-efTed fittjoiticm'^l ^^-^s til, 
I hafl, however, in return, only > rep roiKrlifui let- 
ter, pointing out the impropriety of reqnefting 
pecuniary favours. As 1 never Tcnew a "pleafure 
equal to affifting thofe in diftrefs, when I had it 
it my power, 1 thought that others had tlie fame 
feelings. But alas ! how few are bleft with the -be- 
nevolent minds of a Montague or a Spencer*, with 
whofe boimty I am proud of having been fre- 
quently honoured. 

As I received fuch inconteflible pxQofs..of re- 

gard from my conten^orarie,s, 1 thought ^I iHiight 

fticceed in a benefit. Indeed, the idea was fir ft fu^- 

gefied to me by Lady Lumm.^ I accordingly ap* 

jjlied to Mr. Harris, who, with a gcnerofity tg. 

E 6 whicU 
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which I hold myfelf mtich obliged, not only grant 
ed me the houfe, free from the incidental expences 
>ut made ufe of his intereft with the performers 
who, one and all, chearfully lent me their talents 
to which I acknowledge myfelf ever indepted. 
• It was advifed by fomeperfons who profefled; 
regard for me, that I fliould appear myfelf. Tho 
an abfence of fix or feven years from the theatre, 
agitated my mind with all the apprehenfions of i 
new performer ; yet when my name was once ad- 
vertifed, it was nat in my power to recede. And 
fo extremely apprehenfive was I the night of the per- 
formance, that I would readily have given up all the 
advantages I expedled to arife from it, to have been 
excufed performing, notwithftanding they were in- 
. finitely greater than my moft fanguine hopes could 
reprefent them to be. This in a great meafure was 
owing to Mrs. Yates's appearance after a long 
indifpofition. 

I was fo much intimidated when I was about 
to make my entree^ that I believe I fliould not have 
had courage to have gone upon the ftage, had 
not Mifs Cateley, in a manner, forced me on. To 
this hdy I am much indebted, for the lively fatisfac- 
tion flie expreffed at feeing a theatre crowned by 
the firft and moft diftinguiihed of the nobility in 

th< 
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the month of June.' Had the houfe been thus filled 
for her own benefit, fhe could not have betrayed 
more genuine marks of pleafure. They afforded 
a convincing proof of the goodnefs of her heart. 
I had quitted the theatre before her return from 
Ireland, and confequently was unknown to 
her. 

The flate of Mrs. Yates's health was fo doubt- 
ful, that I was apprehenfiye fhe would not have 
been able to perform. But the goodnefs^ fhe pof- 
fefled made her run every rifque to affifl a fifler of 
theprofeiEon.in diflrefs. She appeard, amidfl the 
plaudits of a fplendid audience in her juflJy ad- 
mired character of Jane Shore. 1 o this play was 
added '^ Comus,'* in which every performer en- 
deavoured to excel. And they fully convinced the 
houfe, that they received a fen fible pleafure from 
the opportunity they had, of paying a compliment 
of their talents upon fo humane an o^cafion. 

As to my own exhibition^ I believe it was very 
mediocre. And I hope I fhall gain credit when 
I affert, as I do, that, to this hour, I do not know 
how r got through my part; which .was, as ufual, 
that of Alicia. Fear had taken fueh full poffeiSon 
of me, that it prevented me from returning my 
thanks to the audience, and particularly to my 

3 patronefTes 



patTonfffies, for the 3HKegriiftied tttmotrr tfifry fwtff 
dtme -me, in a fliort addrefs i had prepat^d for the 
pnrpdfe; 
The weather wa^ Tmcommorfly v/Mrm, vrhAxir 
made it ihemore extraordinary, to have a 
ftieatre crowded by hearrt:ie« of the -firft diflinc- 
,tion« Her Grace of Bolton, in the honour of 
wlicffe patronage I have always eiCHked, regtwUefs 
effthe weather, fiHed hter %oxesy as if it had heen 
the deptfh-of wiifter. I was fo fcFftmiflte as te kaye 
ijfiy benefit over, the eve of 'Ae «nfihappy riot^ 

The young w»man who had 'heen recotntnetttf^ 
*fl^y my ddcft ftm to me for affiftance, had 
peffuadefl me to join with her in a note of hand aC 
feTnonfiih^^datejlntJrderto dlfchargea debt ihehad 
contrafted. Thrs note had been fome trme due, 
bt!t 5 prevailed xipon the holder to keep it tifl my 
iendfit, w"hen k was p^id ; as was lifkewile erery- 
ihilling of -A^ emoluments I received from it.^ 
Though I couJd ill ^re the motiey to pay? 
#HS note, in my prefent £tiialtion, yet feeing^ 
in ^aHy expeiftation of hearing from my fbn, or at 
Jeaft of being reimburfed by the young woman^ 
fterfdf, when Ihe received fhe allowance he hatf 
appointed her before hp went, Itept up my fyhits^^ 

And t6rs I did the moje readily, a a his excel -^ 

iencjf 
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Aoifcy Gowite "Haflftngfcad 'promiTca to alEfl: fiaetill- 
my affairs weue fettfed, %y aMowing ^me a fnnffli 
tnn tnonfthly, "I'hepromifed ftipend iwa^ Kegular- 
ly-pffid me, fer^a fhaist time after I removed iiJto 
IMse-ftneat; -but hts ^rdfttip %etng afTtadcefllyy 
a -vory fevefe ilfew^, I peceived a letter fe&m him 
kifenning me, ^at t^ expences.mckleiitriltehif 
iniifyofttioRy put it «ut of his po¥fer to perform 
Ks -promife at iihat iSme, but xm -z 'ftrture day I 
ftotiMToceiveit, What madethis difepptnittment 
<he greater, vrz^, nry 1>emg laid trp ^ith a 'fit -of 
{he ifheumatifm, wbich^ad eonfined meto flay bed 
fer-fome weeks, and rendered me umable to get trp 
but to hanie 4rhe bed nade. 

'WIk^ I iay in tl»6 fitiiatibn, -a peo^fovi, wh^m 1 
bid iuaown feametiy dn a genteel line 'ctf b«- 
fipeTs^ Imt had net feen for years, cafHed «pon 
wc 1&4ite<:ai»e, as J^ faidy to requeft I would 
give my ^opinioa upon the abilities eif a young^- 
gesftlewoman, whom iSie imagined had tailent^ 
Sw»the ftage) and wiftiing ta appear in jariiec I 
lold^ier it was impoffible, in the fituation Ibethea; 
few me, to comply with her requeft; ^but as foon 
M I was sflMle to leave ray room, I would fend: 
her word, if flw would favour me with her adi- 

baying^ 
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Having received this anfwer, flie withdrew, 
defiring me to drink Madeira. Upon my frank^ 
ly replying, that Madeira was a wine I could by 
no means afford, fhe begged I would permit 
her to fend me a few bot;tles, as the lady fhe wifli* 
ed to introduce to me had iome particularly good. 
I thanked her. She took her leave ; and I 
thought no more of my vifitant or her wine, till 
I was informed that a boy had brought fome Ma- 
deira from Mrs. Stewart, with her compliments. 
He told the maid he would call for the bafket 
the next day. Hearing this, I bid her inform 
me when the boy came, that I might fend a card- 
of thanks, and reward him for his trouble. 
; Accordingly, the next evening I was told he 
was below. But behold, whilft I was giving thei 
girl the gratification I intended for the boy, two 
fellows ruflied into the room, and acquainted me 
they had an aftion for a very confiderable fum 
againft n^e ; adding, that I muft immediately get 
up and go with them. I requefted to know the 
name of the creditor that had taken fuch a ftep. 
They informed me, and added, that the debt was 
for linen drapery. I afTured them that I knew no 
fuch perfon, nor had I for years bought any ar- 
ticle of that kind, but from Mr. Evans of Mary- 

^ .: . * Ic-bone-ilreet* 
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le-bone-flreet. It was in vain that I remonflra- 
ted ; the debt, they faid was fworn to ; and they 
had even the audacity to tell me, that if I had 
bail ready, they had particular orders not to 
take it. 

I reprefented my condition, but they were in- 
flexible. I was therefore obliged to make a vir- 
tue of necefEty, and yield to their authority. I 
then requefted they would permit me to rife, with- 
out their being prefent. To this they at length 
complied, but not without enjoining me to be ex- 
peditious, as they were in hafte, and I muft be 
fp too. No words can defcribe my feeliags upr 
on this occafion. To be expofed to fuch bruta- 
lity, without having furnifhed any legal pretence 
for it, ^as.ihock:i)g beyond conception. My poor 
£uthful girl wa|; fo terrified, that {he greatly 
adden to my diftre&Jifpr though acciiftomed ta 
nusfortune, nothing x>f a fimilar kin^ to this had 
ihe as yet been witnefs to. 

The fellows ridiquled her feelings ; and having 
planted therxif€J.ves ^t. each door, during the time 
I was getting up, they there gave way to their 
mirth. In their conveirfatipn, they mentioned 
the name of the female that had vilited me the 
preceding day. In ^ moment the duplicity of the 

woman 
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woman ftruck fne 'with all its force. The inttrif 
of her vifit was now <}i(clofed« The^ preterwled. 
Juliet, the preiint df Madeira, and the calling; 
again for the ba&et, were all now plainly difco- 
verable ta be only preparatory fteps to the op - 
preffivc foene tkat was a^ng* Confounded at 
liidi treachery, I could fcarcdy believe my 
fenfes ; efpecialiy as flie was a Scotch woman, 
a country whofe natires are in general blefled^ 
with fincemy as w*eli as honefly. Nor was it 
poffible to account (for iuch mil ar£t'4rf iKirbjimy 
towaids a pefffon wha^had ibrmedy flHfitfb Um 
ni$my xtvilltipsr; tw/mrJuB loae • wiko nover ^mt^i^-^ 
tionall^y injured anodfer, dv4n in tli<^ught ; and- 
Whefe fit^aatioft S/v^stilfl • ^ik'm ^ (t^&ttipaflkm ' frbm 
any Ibeing, pdSi9S«d^«i <^^#k llfiliti^tiiey. 

As iboti as I'OouWigdC >lnyfelf*tWad^, H. M^r^ 
fhetxwwrh wiSi 'my %ottdui^f6'^<itteti8aiyes, yHw 
da>rted'njem ftt-nrfttt>ttg%^r^Giti-yJ* ^PHe 

confidence of* its being a fiffe ^^bt fiappdf ted'trie.- 
Bwtwhen I hearA ^ ^Kakvs ei^^he To^Jk^r^ho' 
had tafceh «ut "ftie wf'ft, 1 ^i^etf dit tteflefign-oC 
it. Being -ind*t!ca^nia iety tei^e'Timi to-Mr. 
Stacic at <he BrfdforSi iArmi, which I was fecu^ 
rity for ~my fon, Captain Methain, befote Ite 
went to Jaimaicai I had demanded of ^his at- 

toniey 
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«9mey a bond, fent to his late father, in order 
to mafcie an affignment of it to Mr. Stacie. 

I therefore immediately fent to Mr. Stacre, 
who foon came with his attorney, and having 
engaged to the tEjfficer fDr my appearance, I re- ' 
turned home without the attendance of my 
gentlemen irihiers. My little girf felt inexpret 
fiMe fatisfaAion at feeing me ; and I had the 
^eaftire to find, that thecaufe of my abfence had 
not been fufpe<Sfced by any perfon in the houfe» 
The .raiftrcfs of it was confined to her bed ; her 
hQ&acnd was in Italy; and I hail been as mucTi 
jfarmedlift flie flrowld befri^tened at fo critical 
a^me, as I was Jtt the drfagreeable predicament 
ia wtich I %ad ftood. 

As the writ was foon returnable, and it w»p 
act in my power to procure a ball fufficient for fo 
large a fum, I had no refourc^ but to give fny 
name into tlie office of the court of King's 
B^cfi ^ for not being willing to plead tbe pri- 
vilege I was entitled to from Comte Haflang, to- 
a ddjt of any kind^ much lefs to one I did not owe, 
I detenmned to ftand trial. I Wa^ the more in*^ 
doced to lio thi«, as the affair began to unravel 
rtfelf ; by wfcich I found, .that the unhappy wo- 
man tny yotmgcft fon had fermetly conne€ke<l 

himfelf 
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himfelf with, in conjundlipn with another perfony 
had prevailed upon an ignorant Irifhman, who 
was never worth ten pounds in his life, to fwear 
that I was indebted to him a fum, that he and* 
all his anceftors, from their litu^sition, could never 
have been poffeffed of. 

This unwarrantable manoeuvre I apprehend, 
was intended to intimidate me, fq as to get frdtii 
jue a receipt for the bond ; for my situation, at 
that jundlure, made it extremely hazardous for 
me to change my apartment. The dread of fatal 
confequences, they imagined would induce me to 
purchafe my liberty at any price. I muft here 
inform you, that the bond in queftlon was given 
by the relation I have already mentioned, who I 
brought up from a child, for money borrowed of 
Mr. Woodward, upon his going to the Eaft- 
Indies^ 

If you will refer to one of my former letters, 
I forget which, you will fee, that upon my ae- 
phew's going abroad, through the intereft procu- 
red him by Mr. Hoole, Woodward advanced him 
eighty odd pounds for the completion of his equip- 
ment* A bond was given for that fum by the 
young gentleman, but, at Mr Woodward's ex- 
prefs defire, was made out in my name ; and he 

would 
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would never accept of it, as I have reafon to 
believe, left it fliould fall into any other perfon's 
hands but my own, who he was fure would not 
Tue for it. This could be the only reafon for 
his refufal, as he fo ftrenuoufly infifted upon my 
keeping it. 

As Mr. Stacie, upon many occafions, had been 
very obliging to the young men of my femily, 
as well as to myfelf, I thought the affignment of 
this bond to him as counter fecurity towards the 
' payment of Captain Metham's debt, was the only 
means I had, at the time, to prove to him, that 
though I was deprived of the ability to do him 
juftice, I did not Want inclination; -the bond 
was accordingly ifent to this attorney's father, 
who was one of Mr. Woodwards folicitors, to be 
affigned ovet to Mr. Stacie. But that not having 
been done, I wrote to the fon, to require ip 
fhould be immediately delivered up, and in fo 
peremptory a manner, that I have great reafon 
to believe this arreft was fabricated, iiO order to 
terify me to give a receipt for the bond. There 
does not appear to be any other inducement for 
the cruel treatment I received. 

Do you ever recolleft reading a fcene of greater 
cruelly in a civilized country, th;\n that I have 

juft 
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juft recked ? Tfilat a perfon 'w4k> had, as * Or-' 
laado fays^ ^< looked on better days; had fat at^ 
^^ gpai men's feafts; had £rom her eyelid often 
*' wiped a tewr ; and fcnevi^ what *twa& to pity 
<< and be pitied;" fheuld be dragged otit of her 
bei, whilft labouring under a painful indtfpofittofiy 
l^urriedy in M ignominious oaaniieir^ to^a place 
•of confinen^nty at the hazard of her tife^ aad 
this wUbont any jvift pretence; is an incident 
that almofl exceeds belief> and dlfgraces tEr 
country :where the aSt was committed. 

The many ioftances I have given you > in the 
>Courfe of my ilory, of the villainy of mankizkd^ 
"will^ I fear,- degrade human nature iii your efti- 
mat ion*---£ut Heaven forbid^ that my hard lot 
fhould be the lot of many of my fex I — h is true, . 
I. have experienced the moft unkind, ungrateful, 
and villainous treatement, from fome of both, 
fexes; nor have I yet finifhed the tale of them: 
but I will charitably hope that my cafe is a fm«^ 
gVilar one ; and that people in general pafs through 
life, without meeting with fo many proofs of 
the degeneracy of their f6llow(-creatuFe& as I have 
done* 

L E X^ 
• As you like it> Aft II. Scene VIII. 
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Feb. It, 17— 

JHkT tbe cocicltK{k>a of t&ie feaibn^ I made. ap«- 
plvoa|i<N% to- Mr Younger^ a£liag masiager of. 
Iibttry49ae>itQ ire<5pjeft tkat the proprietors would 
g^^m^.jofie^ a, number oi^ tkkets ; as I couid by n^ 
meamisf expoft lhd£nna indulgence either from the 
j)atentees or performers, I had experioiced the 
year befbre at Covent-Gardenu They^ were im- 
iRediately graitted ; and the. late Earl Spencer 
Tequefiing: his lady to honour me with her patoon- 
ag^ in addition to my farmer^ patfioneilbsy I met 
^mdi the fucce{3 I hoped for. 

My not hearing from Captain Metham grieved 
me much. But this did not arife from the dif- 
trd&s L encountered; thefe were but trifling con* 
£denitions, wdien put in competition^ with a mo-« 
therms apprdisnfions for a nmoh-ldyed fon> de** 
flined to fo dreadful a climate. I never doubted 
for a momonty his affifting me when he had the 
power, as he podllefled a foul of honour above 
bre^lking a promife to a ftranger, much more to a 
parent of whom he was fo fond, rj 

When: I made an application to Sir George 

Metham, 
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Metham, as I lately mentioned, for a temporary 
relief, to which he anfwered, that he could not 
comply with my requeft ; he at the fame time in- 
formed me, that my fon, by a fortunate event, 
had made eight thoufand pounds, and certainly 
would not let me want. This information gave 
rae more pleafure, from the profpedt it prefented 
of his return, than from any pecuniary views ; 
f6r my apprehenfions daily increafed, through my 
not hearing from him. 

About this time the female he had introduced 
to my knowledge, came to inform me, that ihe 
had received a letter from him, wherein he de- 
fired his duty to me, and promifed to write to me 
very fhortly. She added, that he had fent an 
order for her annual allowance, which ftie begged 
I would go. and receive at Rofs and Gray's, and^ ; 
out of it repay myfelf what was due to me. She r 
then told me fhe would call upon me the next " 
day, and take the overplus ; and, to conclude all, ' 
flie requefted me to lend her a guinea. - 

The pleafure 1 enjoyed from hearing of my 
boy's health, joined to the feeming honeft prin- 
ciple in the young woman, would have extra£ted 
any money my purfe had contained ; I therefdre 
readily gave her what fhe required. As foon as 

fhe 
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ike w^B^pskO, I fet off fof tbe ag€»fs; ^Th^ td 
rty very great morfificsrridtt as w^eil as ftirprHe, 
I was iAJormed Ihe hai ^^ited her tooney that 
fery fliiQtJiiifni^ amd flie Inuft hive had it in h^ 
pcickAt «t the time fte cified <rp6n me. 1 found 
my r«f€»trteAt rife when I h^atfd this ; bttt it ex- 
c«ede* a#l b^untfs, lipbh my being bformeJ by 
Mtd Pft^' thcr perfon wlio? tranfa^ted Captain 
M^at*'i httfihtfSi that ihe had received my 
letters from him at the time her awn were de- 
livei*eS to her, and had fecreted fliem. 

The" cinelty of fuch a trartfarSion, When flie 
rtttft h6 fenfibfe of the very great anxiety I 
ia^r^'i upbn his acc6tint, whs infinitely more un- 
pa!*d6tt*te than the fraud itfelf, Gould I have 
fourid' her at tihe tirtie, I ihould certainly have put 
the n<5t6' I paid for her in force ; and that more 
upon account 6f het barbarity , than even the im- 
pofitiidn Whith had made me her dupe?. 

I was going to brieakbh^e more into' Complaints, 
«^ tl?i^ iW iHage f adi* continually r^c^iving from 
owi pei*fon or anxjther ; but I haVe tired myfelf 
wMi t!h^ fiJSje(5f, and I fear I Have done the fame 
by ydul T ihalF thief efcre only fay, I have often 
wii^en^ at m^fcTf, fliat after the many inftances 
I have met #itti of ingratitude arid art, I am ftill 
. y^tr. V. F liable 
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liable to the fame impoiitions ; that I am fo eafy 
a prey to thpfe who are capable ot duplicity, and 
endeavour to excite my humanity by plauiible 
pretexts/ But I apprehend, we always judge of 
others by ou;" own fenfations. I am fure I al- 
ways do. I fo deteft duplicity, that were I 
unhappy enough to be guilty of the worft of 
crimes, I would frankly acknowledge them, and 
not condefcend by fubterfuge or faHhood to dif- 
guife my guilt. 

At my mother's death I had taken a female, 
whom fhe. had bred up, apd was particularly fond 
of, and fent her to France, under the proteftion 
of Mademoifelles Greffiers, in order to learn the 
art of making mantuas, robes, trimmings, and all 
the neceffary appendages to drefs. I was to pay 
for her board three years ; by the expiration of 
which time it was fuppofed, flje would be fuffi- 
ciently ikilled in the buflnefs to merit fome 
falary befides her board and lodging. She had 
voluntarily given ten pounds a year to an indigent 
mother to help to fupport her : and the late Lord 
Hampden allowed this little income, not only on 
account of the name, but becaufe fhe muft have 
poffeffed the eftate annexed to the name, had fhe 
fortunately been of the mafculine gender. 

From 
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From the time of my removal to Walcot-Place, 
I was fo turmoiled by illnefs, law, hope, fear, 
add diftrefS) that I had neither written to her> 
rtor heard from her. And the term I had agreed 
to pay for, being expired before my arrival, I 
naturally expe£ted flie was fettled ^t Boulogne^ 
as afliftant to theperfons I had placed her with. 

One day, upon my coming home, I was told, 
that a tall lady in deep mourning, had called and 
enquired for Mrs. Bellamy ; and that with fuch 
a pofitive certainty of her living at No. lO. Duke- 
ftrect, that flie would hardly be denied. As I 
fiill retained the name of Weft, the perfon who 
went to the door ftrenuoufly infifted, that there 
was no one of that name who lived there ; and 
as it happened to be a domeftic of a lodger in the 
boufe, who was totally a ftranger to me, he was 
offended at the enquirer's pbftinacy. My maid- 
fervant, as well as the gentlewoman of the houfe 
being out, ihe could get no fatisfadion, and 
therefore left word that fhe would call ag;^in. 

The reafon I did not re-affume my own name 
after my benefit, was, for fear left any letters 
from my two'fons, who always diredled to me 
by that name, ftiould mifcarry. Befides this, all 
the trades people in the neighbourhood I dealt 

Fa with. 
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with, vaakt out their bills and receipts 'm ihot 
name tO' this day: and aa thofe few intimaites I 
'had„k]ii£W me by no other^ but for one bene&t 
nigbt, it occurred to me, that the perfon whO' 
called ceuld be no ^tker than Mi& liampdien ; 
I therefore defijned that I migfit fee her whtfk && 
called agpia. 

J^ file bod. been affiu?ed o£ ]»'y reildkig here, 
yy a f^rfon y^ho had frecpneixtly iesui me at the 
wiiidlow, and in a dtihahille, which coAvinced 
them I hadged where I did^ flie rettirnjed in the 
afternoon. I was happy to fee her. But, upon 
enquiring^ ioto> her fitruation^ I fdui^ flie had 
made tto proficiency in the bufinefs to which i 
'had apprrenticed her. She acquainted me, that 
file had vary fortunately been recommended as 
govemftfs to a daughter of Lady James, as flae 
fpoke French flnentty, and was ^hoiight ^[ualified 
for fiich. isn enxpldy nien t» 

DuniBg her refidence in thiis ifismUy^ hec mother 
Rad gOBse to ledc a bettec world;: trpon which oc- 
cafien her pam-onefs, who is one of the beil of 
women, bad prefented: her with mourning. The 
time fop which flie engaged being expired, and 
Sir William thinking his daught?er of age to fit 
sdtoys at is own table, wtdlhed to fave the expence 

of 
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«f a <Jcimeftic in her liite^ who would now be ufe- 
fcfe.; tbey had accordingly dii'charged her, to her 
great regret. Her ladyihip, however, had pro- 
mifed her the continuance of her proteftion, an4 
would honour her with a recommendation, when? 
ever ihe could get employment; but this, flie 
faid, file had not much hopes of, as fhe only knew 
how to make trimmings, to Ik^, " Hai$t de VUks^^ 
and take the pr-omenade. 

I comld not help finiling- at this recs^itulation 
©f n>j charge's taknts, and congratulated her 
i^oa fiidi hriiliant acquifitions^ after feven years 
application to bufinefs. In my turn« I new in-* 
{mxied }Sn oft my unhappy fituatioti^ which put it 
out ef my power tp affift heXy agreeable %o mry in- 
cliiixtion; but if flie would flxare my mcMrfel, I 
YoUllier it wa& mudi at her fervice; and if &e 
wtMuU ileep wMi my naid, ihe iniight. The lattia: 
oSer fhe declined^ tlii^ing, perhapa, diat repoiing 
wi|h a HKM^e delicate gid than herfelf, would con- 
taaif ni^ S;he blood of X\\^ Hai^dens, 

Lady Jasies foon pwt the proaaifes &e had made 
her iiKto erecatroa. Sbc Ip waiiniy interefled^ 
herfelf in ter fav<&ur^ and was .& earmeft ra her 
Solicitttdftns with Lord Hasmpden, tiiat Ihe pre- 
vailed upon his Lordfliip to advance her a tftral of 
, • F 3 money; 
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money ; to which her Ladyfhip fo liberally corr»- 
tributed, that fhe was provided with every thing 
proper to undertake a voyage to the Eaft-Indies^ 
Tliither fhe went, and I hear fhe is happily mai> 
riedj and fettled at Madras. 

As foon as I was releafed from my late dif- 
agreeable capture, I went to pay a vifit to Mrs. 
A y, who wais lately come to England, and 
refided in the country. Her reafon for vifiting 
this kingdom was as follows; A noble peer, whea 
upon his travels, made her fome compliments, and 
paid great attention to her during his fiay in 
prance; which flie, like other fooliih women^ 
tjook tout de bon. As that lady was How a young 
widowy and poflefled of a large fortune by her 
uncIe^s death, fhe vainly imagined, that a tHp to 
our dear little ifland would be the means of adding 
an Earl's coronet to her own refplendent cfcut- 
cheon* She accordingly came over. 

But upon her arrival, flie did not find that his 
Lordfllip meant his Jlueretsin the fame fenfe they 
were underftood by the lady. Being- thus difap-* 
4)ointed of obtaining her elevated expedlations, 
fhe fell from the pompous idea, and exailly 
verified what I have read in fome celebrated, 
French author: 

<<The 
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** The heart ef a woman is fo fufceptible> of 
** tendernefs, that ihe muft fall in love. The 
** preference is generally given by them to a red 
<^ coat and cockade^ perhaps to the tinfelled hero 
" or buffoon. The ferious fix their trembling 
^' hearts on the four-cornered cap oc band. But 
" if all thefe fail, they will prefer the hangman^ 
^' rather than not admire a public character/' 

After I returned from my vifit, I received a 
letter from this lady, with one enclofed, which 
ihe requefted I would fend, agreeable to the di- 
redions, by the chairman I ufually employed, 
that fhe might be fure it was delivered fafe; but 
Ihe ordered, that the bearer was by no means to 
wait for an anfweF. She had informed me, that, 
fince her arrival, flie had been at the new opera ; 
when Ihe obferved that Mr. ■■ ■ ■ of the Theatrt; 
Royal, Drury-lane, looked remarkably penfive; 
to which flie added, ** poor fellow ! 1 wilh I knew 
^^hovr to qfftji him r 

PVom this converfation, I had every right to 
believe that the letter committed to my care wa« 
diiStated folely by humanity. I therefore fent the 
man with it, who,' as it happened to be Sunday, 
had great difficulty to find the gentleman's lodgingsi. 
Two days after, an exprefs came to town ; but net 
- ' F 4 finding 
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Anjding aia ^tvfweir »t the place where (ke had 
ordered it to be left, a little difiance from town^. 
the fervant fobn after brought me a I^ter, which 
fteemed to be di£):ated by a bedlamite. In confe - 
Mfuence of tliis pretty manoeuvre, tke lady and I 
had a breach. She returned to France; and, as I 
hear, has thrown a i»rge fortune and all her 
beauty iato a cA<»&esy wfae^re flie: purpofes to end 
h^ day^, 

I forgot to mention,, that during the ftiort time. 
1 wa« at the officer*s houfe in Cary-ftreet, I met 
l^h^re a perfon t^hofe face I thjDught I had feen 
before; and as flie fcowod me fome civility, I 
fiippofed^ by the eafe which appeared in her 
countetxiziniee, that fee belonged to the houfe, her 
drefs being rather frippery genteel. 

Whilft tbe bail bond was filling up^ fhe in- 
fcrmed me that her name was Douglas; that /he 
was of a good family, but from fome indifcretions, 
had involved herfelf in a debt of thirty pourtds^ 
which occafioned her confinement, and which fhe 
had in vain endeavoured to raife. You know 
liumanlty is fo predominant a propenfity in my 
mind, that it may even be . termed a foible ; you 
will not wonder, therefore, that I felt an inelina- 
tion to affift her; but going out of town for a few 
p ' days 



ixyt upon a yifit to Mr«. A*— *^y, a« I feavta jutt 
inenti£ni«cl, k was totally out of my j^M^/*i^ ro ^y 
any aeration Co het% 

Upon my return I foiand a ItVttt from h<5f. ! 
fent an anfWer to it, and thej^ftt advifed htr td 
write to a noble duke^ who is poflefled of huma- 
nity in the higheft degree. She did fo, feut re- 
ceived nq anfwer. She was foon after liberated 
by what was the»^P€rfiM<l • firo lidi€t, which was 
fent by an unknown hand. As foon as Ihe 
found herfelf reftored to freedom, ihe came to me; 
and as I always fuppofe perfons to be: what they 
feem, and there appealed to be fo much candoup 
in her manner of telling her ftory, I to6k hereto 
be with me, and the llf ongeft intimacy virvis; formed 
between us. 

Methinks I hear you fay, infpired by a prelenti- 
ment, from a few words I have let drop, of what 
i^ likely to be the confeqaence of this hafty at- 
tachment, **Wrll nothing make you Wife?— ^ Will 
«* not tfte many inftances of ingratitude and dn- 
•♦plicity you liave alVeady experienced, guard yotl 
*• sgamA at rqjetition of them?-— How many mcrt 
" irrftantes have yotn to tell me of? for you lafely 
^^hti tht rmmber was not eomprete.''-^Have a 
l&ftte ffati^neei and as I now draw towards a con- 

JF S>; ciufion 
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clufion of my long fad ftory, the latter part of 
your queftions will foon be anfwered* With re- 
gard to your firft quere, " Will nothing make you 
** wife ?*' I can only fay, I fear not; if the wifdom 
you mean is to be purchafed with the annihilation 
of that humane fufceptibility which has ever been 

my pride and my delight. 

G.A.Bp 
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March x^ X7-« 

J. N fome ihort time, there appeared a paragraph 
in the public papers, which mentioned, that the 
names of all thofe who had furrendered them- 
felves, or had been fet down in the books of the 
King's^ench, would be publlfhed in a pamphlet. 
Alarmed at having my name enrolled with many 
who had caufed theirs to be fet down, and pro- 
vided themfelves with fire tickets,^ for fraudulent 
purpofes, I wrote a letter to Mr. Woodfall, ta 
prevent it, if poilible. I therein acquainted hixA 
with the real fa£t. I fully explained the circum- 
ftances of the'arreft, and requefted that my name 
might not be inferted^ as the next term would 

conclude 
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conclude the affair ; an>iffa1|«which had been^jpro- 
dudiive of fo much vexation to me. But to>n^5t 
very great mortification, when the, black liUcame 
©ut, I found Mrs. D— 8 and myfelf not in the 
moft pleafing company. 

The people of the houfe where I refide had, till 
now, entertained no fufpicion of what had hap- 
pened; but when they faw my name publilhed, 
they were not a little alarmed. They appre- 
hended that T fhouM avail myfelf of being in the 
fituatk>n of a prifcxncr, which every perfon in the 
lift pretended they had a right to. I, however, 
foon convinced them- of their error, by giving 
them demonftrative proofs that I was incapable of 
iuch bafenefsr « 

I never in my life fdit myfelf in lb humiliating 
a fituation, as at the bare fuppofition of being fo 
bafe as to take means of fuch a nature to releafe 
myfelf from juft debts. Let the poor unfortunate 
man or woman, who by loffes in trade, or by 
£milar misfortunus, are reduced to a ftate of in- 
£>lvency, take advantage of thefe opportunities to 
regain their fiberty, and to be reftored to their 
families and avocation?; but all others, in my 
opinion^ ought to be precluded from the advan- 

F 6* tagc-. 



iQ$ TK$ LIFE ar 

tagas. The difficuk^n, iod&edi \m% m A^miBS ^ 

Hsjid the people where I lod^fod keen pi^fe£M]r 
aequainied wk^ my chara^ief aod priiici^le3> xjbey 
would have known that I pofisi^ a> ilin>d ihpener 
to every dii>ft;Qnf ft p^rpi^ti^ Al ^ l»^ %Q)I; ««!C^e« 
rated myfeJf fcon^ n;^y ig^t^ vdm^ 4 ^»A fo gro^jl 
involved, afl^ I tov^' gii^fe ^ %cj^^«t «^ I ^^^ 
hsurdly think of fof^ 9 ni^fuie,, ^^ I. OiMI^ 
•ompai^^Ively litll^ tgt wh^ V4i4 ^^ Mft 
had been foj gc^t^f ¥ulMflgj^ ^jpr ii]( t#wft ^^ 
4itor& 

I had, wi^ote to. mj S$ik Mtt^Mflj^ %|. ¥ifilij|yt 
him oi the iagratltiude of th^ w^iMiii hit h^ «!:* 
tommended to my notice, and o£ \^% hwifig" 

Ifecret^ te ktf(^^ i V^t, t<3^ ifi)! v^> ggceajt, fvr- 
prif^j bM i:e<;^y«A np J|afw«r< hj th^ P^CijlWt^ 
thopgh,^ in. courfe, I n^igb.t bay^ hqA oq^ by iX^ 
I/wa^ perfeftl^r fot;i^ej:!|, Qf his. p^^Etitude^ di^ty, and* 
aiFeftion; ^nd \ya§ convinced that fuch treatment 
would have claimed his attention, b?4 all lieejf' 
well; I therefore wi^s extremely appi^ehenfive for 
his healtlv My fears m^de me imagine the worit; 
and, ^s they had done in many other cafts, they 
now j>J:oYed ^ogh^ti.c%. 
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Ij^paa heing* di&ppoliited of bearing hy the- 
^ae^etji I Wfote to Sir George, to enquire if he' 
haA focoivod a»y i»toUi|[enee; aiod by tho rotum^ 
•I tko poft kad Ml aa(wor» Qbii»iu{q^ that tin; 
ffal i«a« Uoel^ it ^ma fo9io> tupe h^foie I had 
(o^ago to bioak it open ; b«M: wi^jx I had done lo» 
^ read, ^ Nq^p fummon alt your fbrtttuck^'- if 
Weamo^ }Mm9l^%M&Pf tQ fee tho reft o£ tho cont«itft» . 
Tho: te^eit in>iiaf»tly dropped owl of my h^ttd^ 'and^ 
1 iUl feRfelers oift tho floor» 

Whci> I recovered, I louRd tho mtlbel^ of the 
lottfe, a»d forae others whom &te had caffed to 
my afEftance, drowtoed in tears* But. tears re- 
iofed me their aid; and through the- wan^ of the 
teKef they ufbaHy afford in extreme gri^ I was 
nearly choaked by the- violence of mine* My. 
feelings were really inexprdlible< I could admit, 
of no comfort. This> of all my affliftions, wa^ 
the levereft ; and it was rendered more pungent^ 
5y the hopes I ha<J encouraged of foon having the. 
happinefs to fee him; and in bim all that a fond 
mother could wifli or expedl. 

Thus did I lofq a kind fon, an indulgent friend, 
and an iAvaluable protestor, and was left deftitute 
of comfort or fupport. — ^What a fucceffion of 
tsouUb«> as. ]B0<» bojicd feen^ h^iEO beenniy poction^l 

" With. 
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With truth does the king* exclaim in Hamlet, 
** When forrows come, they come not fingle fpies, 
*' but in battalions." — My other fon was in the 
Eaft-Indies, and my fears, heightened by the con- 
fideration jufl quoted, raifed fuggeftions in my 
mind, that I might be at that moment childU/s; 
for as to my daughter, I did not, nor could I, 
after her behaviour fince my diflrefles have come 
upoh me, look upon her in the light of a child; 
as fhe had fhewn herfelf to be unnatural, and the 
true daughter of a Calcraft, I can fay, with 
Lear-|-, **She has tied fliarp-tooth'd imkindnefs^ 
<< like a vulture, to my heaart.** 

My intimate companion wrote to Sir George 
Metham, to inform him of my deplorable fitua- 
tion, and at the fame time to let him know that 
I had not ability to pay the lafl refpe£t to my 
much-lamented fon. Sir George did not conde- 
fcend to anfwer her letter. I fhould have wrote, 
myfelf, but was unable, a fever having been the 
confequence of the agitation of my ipirits; and 
when the violence abated, it becamean intermittent* 
As foon as I could hold a pen, I wrote to him. 
myfelf, requefting that he would enable me to go 
into mourning; wh<ii> to my great mortification^ 

• Hamkt, Ad IV. Scenr^.. f l^in^Lcar, A€t U. Scene u»- 
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he returned for anfwer, that it was not in his 
power, as his own expences called for all be had 
fayed from the ruin of his fortune. This denial 
was the more unkind, and gave me a greater de- 
gree of pain than it otherwife would have done^ 
as the motive of my requeft ought to have been 
felt as much by a father as a mother, for a fon o£ 
whom he had reafon to be proud ; inftead of diffi- 
pating his fortune and time upon diilblute cha- 
ra^ers, who make him, by all accounts, the fub- 
jeft of indecent mirth. Old age and levity will 
always be the contempt of the thinking part of the 
world, and the objedt of laughter to thofe who 
profit by their folly^ 

I did not know what to do, or how to procure 
the neceilaries that decency and affection rendered 
fo needful. In this dilemma, I once more applied 
to Mr. Stacie, who kindly lent me fuflScient for 
my equipment; and advanced me befides fome 
money upon two portraits, which I had juft re- 
ceived from Mr. Woodward's, executors. Thefe 
portraits Mr. Willet, the attorney, had affured 
Mr. Bromfield that I had received yi>«r yean before 
I did receive them. You may judge from this 
circumftance, that my complaint's againft him are 
not totally without foundatipn: on the contrary, 

it 
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ft will fenre as a corpoboratton, wefe any Beee^ 
&trjy though i» kfelf of eomparatmelf trMling im^ 
portance> ^at I d& pot complam without reas* 
fbn* 

I was advifed to petition the- tords of tho 

Treafiiry, for leave to adminifter to my'lktc fom 

Upon application to Lord Palmerflon, hiy Lord- 

fhip condefcended to write to mdi He advifed* 

me not to tfirnR of fuch a ftep, trnlefe I was furo- 

there were efifeds ftiffictebt to anfwer tho great 

trotrbJe and expence which wotild attend it. At 

I had received information that Captain Methane, 

had difpofed of hrs commiffion, and the ptirehafe- 

money was depofited in the hands of his agents 

Grey and Ogilvie j and that he had propofed- 

eoFfttng to England) in order to pirehafe into tbe 

gnardft ; I could not hcJp thinki ng, with thofe 

who advifed me to adminifter, that irhere Gertainly 

were efftfts^ in Jamaica* And' in this opinion I 

* 

wae confirmed by the inteingance 1 had feme time 

before received from' Sir George Metbara, of hi^' 

^fon^s having fortunately acqwifcd eight thoi^£md!iii 

pounds, as already mentioned^ 

As I was convinced that he had" nothing to ih^ 
duce him to make a will, till that eventual fVroke 
oC fortune had taken place^ I was the more in- 

clinabla 



cr. 4* B £ t. L A M Y> I^^ 

dmtli^ to f^doiiiuft^ a^ his mother : and this not 
poly fpc, Jhp emrfument^ I might re^ye, but 
frpia ;s( d^firp to pay all the debts bfc had cqh- 
IibS^ hert'f exonerate h\$ memoryy and^ at the 
fame time, clear myfelf from the heav^y obi^atibii 
I had entered idto with him. 

Infligated by thefe motives^ I perfevered in my 
ieCign, and, after fome months application, got 
Mr. Goodflefh, a principal creditor, to interest 
bimfelf in. it. Tliat gentleman prevailed upon 
Mr. Buckle, his attorney, to enter into an engage- 
Biait for me at the commons, that I ftionld pay 
as far as the aflets would admit, firft repaying^ 
myfelf the expences which had been- incurred. 
After much trouble, letters of adminiftratiott 
were granted ; when, to my infinite furprife, I was 
informed by Mr. Barry, General Dalling's fecre?- 
tary, that there was a will, and of which he woul^ 
fend me a copy. 

This has put it out of my power to aft under 
my letters of adminiftration, and confequently 
prevented me from taking any fteps towards pay- 
ing his debts. Befides which, it has involved me 
more than ever. The agents have refufed to give 
me any account ; and notwithfta»ding I have, for 
thefe three years, repeatedly wrote to feveral 

perfon^ 
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perfons at Jamaica, I have never been able to get 
aiiy account whatfoever of the real ftate of 
cn*cumftances. And I am ftill at a bfs, from 
many different reports, to guefs whether he died 
circumftances, or infolvent. 

Thus continually difappointed in all my e: 
peflations, the fport of fortune, and the flave o; 
misfortune, 1 knew not which way to turn myfetf.5 
However, to my no fmall fatisfaftion, his Excel*^ 
lency Comte Haflang about this time recovered 
.from his late indifpofition, and promifed to renew 
the little income he had allowed me. The afflic* 
tion I had undergone, had greatly impaired my 
health, but my fpirits more. Whatever affiftance 
I from time to time received, was devoted before 
it came into my hands. I once more applied ta 
the proprietors of Covent-Garden theatre for 
tickets, which Mr. Harris kindly granted me. 
But from a miflake in the night, and an alteration 
in his play, his kindnefs had not the defired eSedi* 
I received, indeed, twenty guineas from Mrs. 
^ Armftead for a box ; and what adds to the obliga- 
tion is, that I have not the pleafure of knowing 
her pcrfonally, though I have reafon to be well 
acquainted with her liberal heart. At this period 
Comte Haflang had a relapfe, which gave me great 

laneafmefs. 

- Every 
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^ thing now feemed to tend tb augment 

iftrefles and unhappinefs. — TSio fooner did a 

ope of extrication from my difficulties fpring 

tan it evaporated, and fhewed that it had 

►een an empty bubble^ — Every friendly twig 

refented itfelf^ and feemed to promife relief^ 

on the fir ft preflure, and I found myfelf 

f hurried away by the tide of misfortune.-— 

obfervations recal to my memory a faying 

dear mother's, which I will give you, and 

t conclude my letter. She ufed to tell me, 

[ was in very different circumftances from 

[ am at prefent, that Forturu had knocked 

n at my door, and fo often been denied ad- 

ce, that flie much feared the fickle dame 

fend an ugly relation of hers to call upon 

^fifs of her name; who, when fhe came, 

be fo bold an intruder that fhe would 

ke a denial. I have woefully experi- 

her affertion. .A^-fortune has, indeed, 

upon me, nor could I (hut the door againft 

5he has not only been a vifitor, but is be-^ 

m inmate with me. — And I have been 

, forely againft my inclination, to keep this 

lady company. 

G. A. B. 
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LETTER C^ 



March o,-i7i-* 

T, t < •" ■* 

HE failure qf what was ^ promifed me as as 
fupport till iny afFairs were fettled, and which I 
depended upon, but which was again put a ftop ta 
by Comte Haflang's relapfe, ftill left me involved. 
1 immediately leflened my expence, and removed' 
to a cheap. Lodging which I had formerly occu-- 
pied) till I could afford ^ better fituation* 

In order to exonerate myfelf from debt, I ac- 
cepted of a propofal made nie by Mr, WpodwardV 
brother, of difpofirrg of the money in the three' ^ 
per CQBtt confols, tjie intereft -of which he was tO' ^ 
receive fpr his life. What made? his propoial feem.- ^ 
the mote eligible, was, that M^. WUlet had re- ^ 
peatedly aflured us, that if we fil^d an amicable 
bill for this purpofe, lie would by no means ^ 
oppofe it. ' . ^ 

We accordingly brought the requeft before the* 
Barons of the Exchequer ; and as we concluded 
there would be no oppofition from the executor's ^ 
attorney, we did not retain counfel to ftiew caufe> ^ 
wd fet forth the reafons of our petition. But, to- ^ 
the perfeft amazement of the folicitor employed 
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hj Mr. Woodward and myfelf, Mr, WtHct ufed 
every aigument ia his power to prevent the bill 
frofR pa£iig* He aflured the co^rt^ tba;t the 
petition was contrary to the letter and intent of 
Xhe will ; whi^h was meant to tie me up, fa a« to 
jwevent me from parting with the leiift tittle of 
what Was bequeathed me, as the' tdflatot wifiied to 
guard againil my eauravagauce^ of which he had 
«the greatefl a^prehenfions* Upon this the bitit 
was difmifled. 

What could occadon fbch an alteration in Mr« 
Willet's fentimentSj and excite him to fach » 
wanton piece of cruelty, I am at a lofs to deter- 
mine ; iHili^s it was the fear of being obliged z& 
corner ta Wfegnkfr account^ which it feems our fo- 
Jieitor had^ at the fame rime prayed for, and he 
ifiuft have fubmitted to, had our petitioii been 
grsnte^d; or plfe that he might have the plisafure 
^ e^spending a little more of the money which 
was bequeathed me, upon another law-fuit,- tk^ 
Us own' emohiment. But this wa/s of a piece 
with the reft of Ws conduit ; and wiii, I truft, 
«meet^ ere lon]^, with the cenfure it d^ferves. 
The.confequences of this unexpected diiappoint* 
«nent were^ that ' I became more deeply involved^ 
1 1 lind wa» obliged io: my turn to difiijipoint fbveral 
CI I was 



Xl8 THELIFEOF 

I was indebted to. For fo certain was I of meet- 
ing with no obftruftion to the fuit, that I had 
promifed to pay feveral fums I had been necef- 
fitated to obtain credit for. 

From thefe accumulated circumftances, my 
diftrefs was become fo urgent, that notwithftanding 
the refolutions I had made, not to trouble his 
excellency any more, I found myfelf obliged to 
apply again to Comte Haflang. The indelicacy 
of the meafure, I acknowledge, hurt me much ; 
as I had every reafon to fuppofe, the generofity 
of his excellency would have prevented any fo - 
licitation, had it been convenient ; for nature had 
bleft him wl^h the moil liberal fentiments, fuch, 
indeed, as often involved him in very great diffi- 
culties. And as I had no reafon to doubt his 
friendibip, after fuch repeated inflances of it 9s 
he had ihown me, cruel neceffity . could alone 
have forced me to obtrude my diftrefs again upon 
him. 

Friendfhip with women, is faid to be fifter to 
Iqve. You. may, therefore, or at leaft the world 
might, be induced to fuppofe it was a kind of 
frundjhip^ which is fo nearly a-kin to love, that 
fubfifted between the Comte and myfelf. But it 
is my boaft, and upon refleSioa a fource of hap- 

piriefs 

3 
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pinefs to m^ umidft the cenfures that have been 
paffed upon mif conduct, that I have been bleft 
with the d'ljinttrtjlti friendfhip of fome of the 
moft confpicuous and fliining charaders which 
have appeared in the fenate, the cabinet, the draw- 
ing-room, and the green-room. 

And this enviable diftindlion, I can only im- 
pute to my invariable fincerity and philanthropy ; 
together with my never affuming any fuperiority 
of underftanding — a vanity that two many fe- 
males are apt to indulge, when they happen to 
have tolerable talents joined to reading ; and 
more particularly fo, if they are gifted with re- 
tention.-^ By not laying claim to.praife, every 
little fally of mine had ten times the eiFeft it 
. would have had, if I had fet myfelf up ether as 
a wit, or a woman of literature and underftand- 
ing. 
Pardon, the feeming egotifm of this declara^ 
. tion ; it does not,* I affure you, proceed from 
vanity, but from H defire to convey to my fair 
coiiti try-women my ideas on this fubjeft. — They 
may be affured, tbat a modeft diflSdence will give 
aiuftre to their accomplifliments, which the moft 
oftentatious difplay of them cannot do. — The lefs>- 
pretentions our fex make to a fuperiority of ta^ 

lents 
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lents -and underlt^tniing, fo muA *the greater 
vrill be the rerlpeA and admiratfoif^eftoWed up- 
cm them> by thofe who havtf th6 undoubted fupe^ 
riority. 

The rrext day, bBing Sunday, I went to Gotden- 
SquarCjand had the' hifinite pfeafure to fee the 
dottite fofair fecovered, as to be able to attend 
•divhife iertke in the rhapel, where he had not 
been for fome months. After his Excelleftce r^- 
^rrrned from chapel, I had the happtnefs of hear- 
ing from him, thart: his health was wholly re- 
•cftabliflied, and that he had not be^n fo WeH 
for the kfl thirty years. He thltn toM me, that 
he pTOpofed doing me the honowr of a vifit vei'y 
foon, and defirbd I Would fend my fervant, the 
Thurfday following, for an anfwer to the applica- 
tion I had made to him. To which h^ was 
pleafed to add, that it gave Km very great con- 
cern to- haVe fufiercd me to sjemind hini of his 
proroifc. 

Iwasmoift fincerely happy at the Comte's re* 
covery, as I was not tonly attached to him by 
obligations, and aferies of many years profdfl^ 
ftiendlhip, but had a very great perfooftl refpeS: 
and regard for him. And I felt an additional 
fatisiu£Uon upon this occafion, when I coniider^d, 

that 
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that I (hould be at once able to pay the demands 
I was preffed for, and have befides fome little in- 
come to fupport me, till fuch time as my affairs 
were fettled ; when I fliould no longer be obli- 
ged to intrude upon the generofity of a friend, 
who had given me fuch repeated proofs of his 
munificence* 

Ao^ording to his Excellency's appointment, my 
little fanthful maid, exa£Uy at twelve, tripped 
away to Golden-Square, with a certainty of my 
wiihes being gratified : and with the pleafing hope 
of feeing her old friend and patron, who had al- • 
ways been particularly partial to her. And I 
myfelf was fo very fure of receiving the relief I 
ex^^fted, that I infilled upon a female intimate, 
who was jufi: come to town, ftaying dinner. — ^But 
how could I think of expedtations being fulfilled 
in this world of uncertainty ! — ^I who had fo often 
experienced difapp'oihtments ! 

When my meflenger returned, I eagerly held 
out my hand to receive the anfwer I doubted not 
but fhe had brought. When inftead of delivering 
me the wiihed-for bounty, flie exclaimed, <^ there is 
** no anfwer ; you have now loft your only friend ; 
^* the Comte is dead.'* Thunderftruck at fuch an 
unexpefted piece of intelligence, I could not cre- 
VojL. V. G ' * - dit 
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dit what I heard. I; therefer^ . imi;9e4ialf}»yu rm 
with all fpeed to his ; houf^, . vjbeirei t0 ; my mexr ] 
preHible gi;iei^ I. found the iixfonnaliiontootrae^ 
Xhe deftroying. angel ihadadiniaiAere4 the., thre&v 
f^tal di:op3 the ^d3y hefo.iccc ^tT -. . ' 

As there- was ibmething very flngular^ i» tfers 
nobleman's death, which happened fuddenly and - 
ut;iexpe£tedly, after his aimoi^ miraculous reco- 
very, I think you i^ill not he difpleafed With 
the recitaL* After I had taken i my leave of the 
Comte on th^ Snnday, he ordered his clKiriot/ 
that he might pay . a few vifits, in part of 
the numberlefs ones he was, through his longi 
indifpofition, indebted. It being a very bleak day, 
fqme of the domeftics requefl:«d his Excellency . 
to poftpone hi^ intention tUl' the weather. wa^> 
milder ; but he perfifted in his defign, alledgirjg, 

• The ancient as well as fome^mpdern Jevft m9^fi^i^Mit%at^Mifi^'^ 
tecroin^ting Angel, as fopn as tl\e Lord has given conuni (lion for the 
death of any perfon^ hovers over the head of the dedined mortal with 
a fword in his hand, at the point of which hangs three drops. of gall. 
Tlie obj*^ bcl)oW>ng,,thi.s tq-rifyin* prepv^t^ioo, being, fn4d«Db 41^' 
mayed, opens, hiis^iputh j ,wl\cn the Aog^l, of^eat^ ado^nij[^ers the, 
fatal undlion, which has the following efFeft : the firft drop deprives, 
him of life; the fecond occafions a livid palenefs-; and the third re- 
duces the Cadavre to^dufl in the grave. Calmut Divert. 'fur le De- 
iaice de rAonees de^annach. 

that 
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that it wduld fcatceiy beploffible foir him' to* re- 
turn all his ceremonious vifits of thahfcs before 
the birth^dajr. 

He accordingly fet oC Btit in his totirj one 
df the horfes falling) he was obliged to Ifet down 
tbegla&stofEhts carriage till the creattire: could 
begot up. To do this took fpcne confiderable 
time; during wWch^ the^ eaUerlyi windl blew di- 
reflly in* his lA^-dihipf s : face ; a circumilanc^ 
(rhicfa wa« fore to be ' attended with fatal conife- 
jB^ices to a perfon who had not been out of his 
C06111 for many mi>nths, and was juft recovered 
kpta a coniplaint, fo inveterate and dan^rous^ 
IS to make his reiloraCion almoft a miracle 

At ,nigbt he complained of coldi The next 
la^ he was feemingly better. But the foHowing, 
he ileathr wtirrant was announced; and I am in-, 
redibly informed, that inftead of his being per- 
litted to breathe out his laft refpirations in peace, 
te was tiered into figning a will to the prejudice 
f his fbn^ the prefent Comte, who is an honour 
) his country, and of whom I have often heard 
is father fpeak in the moft affeftionate terms ; 
eclaring/ that he was. the bell of children, 
nd that he efteemed himfelf mych obliged 
) him ; but, as a mark of parental affedion, it 

G 2 certainly 
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certainly w6uld. have been pfeafing to fo good a 
mind as he is bleft with* 

The young Baron, the Comte's executor and 
heir, fuflfered himfelf to be totally guided by the 
perfons about him ; as by all accounts he is po- 
lite and of a good difpofltibn. Thefe endow- 
ments, indeed, generally render the poflefibr^ 
more liable to the impoittions of defigning per- 
fons. In confequence of this,' many indecencies 
were ihown to the poor remains of this venerable 
member of the corps diplomatique^ as well as to his 
chaplains and his old domeftics. The* firft' were 
gentlemen of exemplary piety, found learning, 
and of orthodox principles : but the chaplain who 
was introduced over their heads, behaved to them 
with fuch unmannerly arrogance, as would have 
been illiberal in the higheft degree, if ihown even 
to infolent lackeys. 

This behaviour foon obliged them to quit the 
chapel; and would have been the means of its 
being totally deferted had it not been for the 
timely arrival of that juftly celebrated Irilh lu- 
minary. Father 0*Leary ; whofe patriotic fenti- 
ments, united to his unaffe6led piety, have done 
almoft as much good, as the ignorance and blun- 
ders of many of his countrymen have been pro- 
ductive 
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I du£kive of liiifchief. I \^ould here again remark, 
as I think I have, done once before upon a fimilar 
occafion, that I would not wifh to thro^jr a gene- 
ral odium upon the Catholic clergy of Jjreland 
by thefe ftridlures; I make no doubt but there 
are many as good, though few as confpicuous as 
the gentleman I have juft mentioned. And I 
muft repeat, that it is with great pleafure I recol* 
left, that I formerly had the happinefs of know- 
ing Mr.* Richardfon and Mr. Archer, who were 
likewife patterns of piety and learning, and were 
an honour to the tenets they profeiled. 

As to the remains of my much refpefted friend, 
inftead of having the honours paid him which 
were due to his dignity and high rank, he was de- 
pofited in the common burial ground of St. Pan- 
eras ; and for many months without even a ftone, 
or any memorial to point out where he lay. This 
degrading treatment aBFefted me the more, as his 
"Excellency had fhown much diflatisfaftion at 
his old houfekeepet^s being buried in that place. 
He exprefled himfelf with fome afperity upon the 
occafion, faying, " I would pay more refpeft to 
** the remains of a dog that I valued.** And it 
was not without great diflBculty, he could be 
brought to confent to her interment there, even 

G 3 when 
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when 'he i^s itttovm^A k was by her own «k- 
•pi»fe defiie* Eoor »an ! i^hat Jifould he have 
j(ufFered,vcould^he ^ut ihave known that 'his own 
eacthlyaaBixifimsiwoiihl The dqiofiied in a place to 
;whuch!he had fo^e^it a diflike^ it is true, that 
'^ ^^tbe;mean and jjughtJjT, rotting tQgethcr, h^kve 
*^:OVfe du-ft.; y^et Roveif^nce;, tbe Ai>gel oft!^ 
<^ \v9rid, j^h make diftinftioii of j)lace 'twixt 
iiigh awl IolW." 

411 this 4iga^ks dpi \i/^o}ii,rs could not fecu re 
him ^om xc^peatad infults. For in addition to 
the foregoiti(g^ a|cb;y)l<U^ wJbiQ^ he ^d difmiiTed^ 
and w^o ii^d pubUf^ly aflFoat^ed. hw^ inc^iding 
bjs .wholfi/ami/y, w^ immediately fcfiU "forj/ to £U 
up oru) of the vacaocies. 

I h^ve xiw^Ijt much loi?g^ uppn tjtus ftil>je<^ 
tlian other\)rife I ihoi^d. Isuur^ 4^>^ as tl;^ ev^t^ 
jus occajf^oaed gr^t fjof prHe ai^d mucb en^cy^ 
J^4 pfy?^k ^ rjelp^ I j)e^.f the mem^ory of fy 
worjtby a u^an, and fo good a friej^d, m^ht be 
fiippofed to npiake me papfial^ I can truly affirm^ 
that I haye recited the circumftances of his dif- 
refpedlful treatement, and unfeemly exit from 
jhe ftage of life, after he had trod Jt fo long, 
and in fo irreproachable a manner, without the 

* Cymbeline, A& IV. S<xw 4> 

leaft 
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le^ft'e^jcaggeratfon. Indeed, I have^jSietitibhfed tt 
with far more lenity than the fubjedl deferves. 

The ^Accumulated misfortunes, by which I was 
now overwhelmed, oiade me almoft defpair of ever 
conquering thern^ But upon my going to hear 
the Comte's fuheral ferVice, it was fo perfeAly 
and awfially performed by two of his Lordjhi^s 
own Chaplain's^ that, ftruck with reverence and 
fdbihllfion, ^I fbund myfelf enabled, by 'divine 
Providence, tb bear tvhatevfer might happen, With 
fortittifle ahS relfignatibn, 

IS0 totally Vas I immerfed in thbfe "thdtrglits 
'Whidh*tne 'jfolenih Icehe excited, tliait 1 did not 
obfefve 'thaf the 'pew of the deceafed -t^ras filled 
'#r^^ladiies ; an indelicacy that ivasremaHced even 
^y*thfe ftrangers, wh6m curiofity had led to fee 
^fe ttrettidtiY. It certainly wtfuld have greatly 
added to the folemnity, had his feat ti€€k feft Vsi- 
"C^ ; a^ the ^gm of 4he ^^bngre^atfon ^uld 
feiVe ¥S^ivta - no ikffe Mu^Miitatfon, Yi<6fai -ttimr 
ir^ to^hrd^ it the "britaiftil dye, and Mffing the 
iii^lt 'bwrier, who fo iatdy ks the Sunday before 
Ma^grat^ei* it* 

' My fdrrdW at the rfecollfeft?6h • of the lofs of 
tfiii^dd friend is ftill fo Wei y, that had I not 
i-eiclified • tii« ufuJiI li^gth p{ fhy TeffcTS> 1 fliould 

G 4 . here 
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here be obliged to lay down my pen and conclude 
this. 

G. A. B. 



LETTER CL 

March 13, 17— 

1 N the diftrefsful embarraffinent to which I was 
now reduced, I advertifed for a place as houfe- 
keeper, or attendant upon an elderly lady or gentle- 
man. As I had been accuftomed to a ricl^-room> 
was naturally tender to thofe who are indifpofed^ 
and had acquired much experience from the ill- 

uefles of feveral of my friends, as related, I flat- 
tered myfelf I ihould not fail to pleafe whoever 
iliould honour me with the acceptance of my, 
offered JTervice. 

As 1 ftill retain^sd the name of We&y I ima- 
gined that my having been formerly upon the 
.ilqige, as well as the charafter for extravagance 
which had been imputed to me, would not prove 
an impediment to my fcheme : and if it fhould 
afterwards be, found out, I trufted, that my utility, 
^nd unremitted attention in my new employment, 
would endear me fo much, that it would rather 

be 
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be a circumftance in my favour than disfavour* So 
fanguine was I of meeting with fuccefs in this 
application, that all my thoughts were employed 
in forming an under-plot to my piece; which 
was to introduce my partner in misfortune (to 
whom I was now confiderably indebted) into a 
£milar fituation. But -to our very great mortifi- 
cation, though I frequently repeated the advertife- 
ment, to the vifible decreafe of my nearly ex- 
haufted finances, I found I had nothing to hope 
from my new adopted fcheme. Not a foul ever 
enquired after the advertifer, notwithftahding ihe 
could have rendered lierfelf fo ferviceable. 

So much do the news-papers now abound with 
offered fervices of this . kind, that I believe the 
greateft part of them meet with the fame fete mine 
did. They, indeed, anfwer more than one good- 
purpofe; for in the firft place they tend to the 
increafe of his Majefty's revenue,^ and in the ne^t, 
to the emoluments of the proprietors of the pa-, 
pers: though this affords very little confolation to- 
the poor wretches who embark their laft fliilling. 
upon the uncertam adventure. 

About this time, I renewed an intimacy which 
had formerly fuhfifted between MrSj. Greville and. 
myfelf ;. a lady whom my mother had known,, 

G j; and 
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and been partial to from a child. This lady had 
been rendered unfortuiiate by her union with a 
man that treated her with the greateft barbarity •. 
She had endeavoured, by the moft unremitted ia- 
duftry, to manage a trifling income left by her 
fiiler Lady Diemar. For, notwithftanding her 
theatrical talents are univerfally allowed, frpm^ 
fome ftrange circurtillances, flie had been unem^ 
ployed for fcveral feafons. It is a myftery I 
could never unravel^ why this lady &outd h& 
thrown by, while others, with fiot half he^ merit, 
have engagements. The gbodneft of h^r hekrt 
prevailed over her fcarity eireumftances, and ihe 
chearfuliy ofFered me the little afliilance die could 
ipare. But as it muil be fUppofed ffbtti what 1 
have faid, that it could otlfy be a t^rtipdtsCrj re- 
lief, and given ^ different ttoei it cduSd not 
extricate me from my diffictilties. 

I wrote to Indi^ to iriy fon and nephcW, but 
116 ^fwei-s could be expeded from them for two 
or three years ; and how to fubfili was the la- 
bour of my thoughts, My maid was my greateft 
unhappinefs; for as to myfelf, I had now ac- 
quired a perfedl indifference to whatever might 
hefal mc ; and my mind was more calm than it 
fcad ever been firice my early dayf. This fere- 

nity 
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hity "iv^ks a bUmhg 1 Had hot experienced during 
tire ttiany ye^rt I had pafied in folly and diiTiipation. 

At tHe co'ncliiflcih ot the ieafoh, a gentlemaH, 
^ho t>b-afe(tes the ihott ekleiifiVe phildhlhfbpy, 
^ to D^hdth t bi^6 r^peited obhgatibii§, opened 
a 'fti!)fcrii)tion fdr iiife ^t ISrdokes's ; but tlie fuiii.- 
fnef beih^ tcfo Mch advanced, and moft OJF tJrfe 
lifibttib^rs gfanfe Irftotiife cbiiniry, iVdiA not fiice^a 
equal to Kis kind intetttibis. Tfie inotiey arifoig 
ft«m it wks Uareiy ftiSeidiit ib pay k deihand 
**iiA a ftVfere ct^aitbt fiad fM tttb Ibr; ahd 
irtot afld^d b t^ ettlefty; Wi§ liis kttdtfriil^ tM 
ife eat ^p^ riot tJf my ctfift^^^ 

iFIie MfcripWcAi, !t6W6v^&, W^s ^i«dtf£tWe bf 
ji ihore fbt^tin^ cifcuiAftiarite tfcin ffie fiiftt te- 
ceivea iS it affhrtd k pfeHKn, %A^6 Beldfigs tb fife 
chih, of iiy dfiftrtfs, wlHch He h^ bnljr ffigHtly 
teifra of from tl feft^ ffitta <rf rilirie: and I 
iMxkk ?ufflci€Atlt ei^cfh tty ^'ititude fdr hii 
i^a^ed affifta^ce. It is ^kh ifkk ^t^ft iM^ 
culty I can fo far fupprefs my grateftd fefhfattonsV, 
ss to ke^ th^m from bneakmg out into puSlic: 
sekAdwtedgm^t^ for fo fei^titor an idifta^ice of 
benerofencb ; bot I efeiy the mjuiidtioni though 
#ithii5luSfMicfd Tlfe c<Jtffdoufhifcfs.of poffefficq^^ 
a iHidd fo: eAix^^^y and tUt ^kafom^ wtdth: fio>^ 

G6 fiom 
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from a6ls of beneficence will be his reward ; and 
I ihall never forget, that he is a fhining pattern 
of the moft unlimited and exalted humanity. 

About this time my patron went abroad ; but 
before he left England, he offered me his farther 
affiftance. I, however, declined the offer, feeling 
myfelf already too much obliged; and having 
fome reafon to fear his ^enerpfity would over- 
leap the bounds of prudence. 

And I, in order to keep pace with his fenti'* 
ments, at this jun<5lure, fell into a very great in- 
convenience, through the high opinion I enter- 
tained of an artful woman, and the confidence I 
placed in her* So great was my folly upon tlie 
pccs^n, tha^ I blufh at tlie recolledlion of it, and 
am .even aihaped to mention it. And this at a 
time whett experience ought to, have taught me 
to bf^^careful ; and after the miferies I liad fuffered 
through the. duplicity of others, to be upon my 
guard againfl the falfe preten^ons of thofe who 
defend to art. 

, . Upon my. rjetuming home . one day from a 
friend^ whom I had he^rk to. inform of my fit na- 
tion; and as I. was indulging my refleftions on 
my folly ; on the years I had. lived ; and on what 
I ought. to liave attain^d^. a knowledge of the 

world ; 
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world; I was informed that a young gentleman, 
whofe name was Naih, had called, and was very 
ddirous to fee me. As I was not at home, he 
left a note from Counfellor Murphy of Lincoln's- 
Inn, the purport of which was, that the executors 
of Mr. Davy, to whom I had difpofed of my an- 
nuity, had got a report in our favour againft the 
executors of Mr. Calcraft ; and if I had not dif- 
pofed of the furplus of it, he would undertake to 
get that, and the arrears alfo for me. 

As I had long fince given up all thoughts of 
fuch an event, the deeds not being in my poflef- 
iion, I could not fail of being much pleafed with 
the account. The only voucher I had to ihow» 
was the counter-part which Mr. Calcraft had 
fent to Ireland, as before related. I had, indeed^ 
requefted Mr. Townly Ward, of Henrietta-ftreet, 
to meet the attorney who a6led for Mr. Davy's 
executors, to confult what could be done in the 
affair; but I imagine, that through hurry of bufi- 
nefs my requeft flipped his memory. I had applied 
to this gentleman, as he might be fuppofed to 
know more of Mr. Calcraft's circumflances than 
any other perfon, from having been Mrs. Galcraft's 
folicitor, and had gained her caufe. And, exclu- 
five of thefe motives, I was induced to make ap- 
plication 
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plkMtohio itte, TiHoitt the great Oplhibn I had 6F 
his abiliti^ and redittidc m his ]f»rbfeffibn, addad 
ib pecuniary fevonrs. Btit heafrng hbthing ffonl 
Mr. W^rd,' I looked upon the affair as totally loft; 
the furprife and pFetiftite which the mtelligt^nce 
gaVe me >vas confequently the greater. 

I immediately waited oti* Mi^. Mtitphyj &hd fo 
a'pfirehenfive was I 6f its bein^ one of itiy ufiiai 
Battering nothings, th^t 1 half doubted ihy lerilesv 
That gentleman deilred I would go to Mr. Price, 
at Saltcrs-Hall, Who Wo^ld acquaint ihfe witii the 
^ole process. 1 direAly fet off, ^d fouWd Mk 
Nafli, the chief clerk, who ihfottaed vAe thit it W^S 
neceffary to mafc^ an affidavit. 
' Thi^ Was rendered needful, by our oppdnilhts 
having produced ireceipts of ihliTe Whieh 1 c6uM 
Hot have giVeh. JPot Mr. Calcraft rteve'f wo^M 
deceive any receipts tipdh account of the atmttity, 
ft havirig bfeeti ill a ftate of litigation ftbm the fifft 
hour it was clahned. He always alledged, that k 
Was mednt as a provifibn fot myfelf and the child 
I was tbeii pteghant Withy at thfe tixiie k w^ 
ftttfe* trpotl me. I)fanng the Whole period t 
ieM^ m Mr. Cafcr:4ft*s hoafe, fo for ^^s I frt>te 
rtiakii% atty derttarid df the ahriaity, that I hevtt 
TtsA tbfe dty^f mt ik^A ]k r^ady tai 1 borroWedf 

the 




the tnoTwy'tipon ft; And iip6h riiis oc'iaficm I 
was greatly furprifed to find, that tfie penalty'of 
the botid, infteaid of b^ittg tifrty tlwrnfand ]*»diiiids> 
as IbeiieviBd it to be, wds (Jflly fot ib^ee thm^sih^. 
But at the time this difcovefy tms ttiade, I had 
difcovcred alfo, that a cpntrafik of mudi j^reater 
importance t*6 me was invalid; and defpifed the 
giver ef htttii too much, even to reproach him* 
Had fuch receipts been aSnally givfertj he Would 
G^rtaialy hav^ produc<td them to y6w4lg Mn Sttsbbs^ 
his theh attoitieyv as v^ell as %he general reteiafe 
now in his J)6fl[eflion> Which was given as a receipt 
to ftop the procefe €t)mmejiced for the remainder 
cf my diamonds. 

Bmt hotwith {landing the mafler^is report, na 
money has been paid ; and I have lately been in- 
formed that nothing can be received, till the 
whole of Mr. Calcraft's affairs are fettled. This 
the (Bxecvitors do hot, as I have already faid, feem 
m hafle to do; and the affair may not be con- 
cluded till long after 1 am a prey for wbrma. 
Nor have I any hopes from the claims of gratitude, 
however well-founded mine might be* But if the 
Luc^s family woiild pleafe to riecolledl, they muft 
know> that But for my inediation, Mr. Calcraft 

iVould 
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would not eafily have been reconciled to his fifter 
after her marriage. 

Not that I would be thought to infinuate, that 
Mr« Lucas was not more than equal to an alliance 
with this great man; who was fo exceeding gene- 
rous as to allow Mifs Calcraft the fum of fifty 
potinds a year for her maintenance; a very fcanty 
pittance indeed, to make the appearance of a gentle- 
woman. They will further pleafe to remember, 
that after the reconciliation which I then brought 
about, Mr. Calcraft got his brother-in-law a lucra- 
tive place in the revenue; and likewife at his death,, 
left great part of his eftate to his fifter and her 
heirs; upon condition, as I am informed, they 
take upon them the refpeftable name of Cal- 
craft. 

I had undoubtedly every claim to refpeft fronv 
the Lucas family, as I was more than a fifter to 
Mifs Calcraft, as well as to the general. The 
latter, indeed, always treated me as fuch. But. 
where good-will is wanting, humanity fleeps. 
And Mr. Luca^ niay, as well as others, have been^ 
imprefled with ideas to my difadvantage. At the: 
fame time 1 flatter myfelf, when he is acquainted 
with the real fa^Sy he will be led to pity rather 
than blame me : and in confequence, be induced to 

expedite 
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expedite the payment of what I am a claimant for. 
When he has read the foregoing letters, I flatter 
myfelf he will coniider that as but a fmall return, 
for my not only giving up a much more valuable 
conflderation, but for my being alfo made mife- 
rable, by being a deceived flave for years to one, 
for whom, notwithftanding I once profeflfed an 
eileem, I never did or could love. 

I thought myfelf happy in the profpeft of-the 
before-mentioned trifling addition to a fmall pen- 
iion Mr* Jenkinfon had granted me, upon my 
application, in confequence of the death of my 
fon. I foon after had a remittance from abroad^ 
which enabled me to repay the greateft part of 
what my worthy preferver had aftfted me with. 
This I was the more anxious to do, for many 
reafons ; but the ftrongeft was, from being in- 
formed that he had occaflon for the money. 
Being about this time likewife prefled for part of a 
debt, which I had entered into an engagement to 
pay, upon account of my ever-regretted fon, I 
parted with every guinea I was pofleflfed of, and 
left myfelf, once more, penny lefs* 

As I had every reafon to pique myfelf upon the 
partiality her Grace of Bolton had for me, and 
relying upon that goodnefs and humanity whrcH 

mark 
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-mark all Kfer A^ibns, 'I took the liberty to ac* 
quaint her Grade with 'my Biftrefs; arid hy ihe 

•l^turn of the pdft, T received a-feifter, With a driaft 
inclofed, upon her bariker. Though my indigencie 

• _f_ 

^as greater than can be expreffed, yet belieVe 

me when -I afflrrti, that I was made ttidre happy 

^by the receipt of her Grace^s etegdiit epiftle, 

than I was by the necefl&i^ gift Which acconl- 

'panied it. 

There ig atn^nher in cortfetring an ^ligation 
)(a8 1 htfve alrfeady x*ftrvfed) Whkh doubly en- 
ttand^ the 1?^ahte. of it, Afe a^ptoof of fhte, I ihall 
A^i^ave to tranforibtjibi' ybur ^mfal, 'a le^ttfr 
I receiived, fom^ tUAe itnot^ <ff om the m^ft Wokll^ 
of benefe6lor8« 

« M^DAM, .„ .... . . . 

. *' 1 >M rijnucb cQffjsetp^^ to bca;f you ilill labour 
founder any difficukies. ^ If. it did not found 
**. cruel, I fliquld almoft be tempted to fay, 1 was 
^* happy in the opportunity of beir^g of fervice 
** to you* 

"I have enclofed a draft for pne hundr^i 

f*-pound$^, which I beg your acceptance of, 'and 

^< that you will never think of returnii>g th« famet 

^*I hope it will in fomc raeafure relieve yauj 

" mind,. 
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"ininH^ which will more than repay me. If, 
** iipon any future occafion, I can be of fervice, 
" I b^ you will command me, in tlie afluranccy 
" that I cannot feel a greater pleafure, than in 
<< gtving ^afe to a heart like yours. And am, 
^^ with the ^rcateft efteem, 

*^ Your obedient himnble fervant, 






Had a youthful beauty received fuch a flattering 
cplftle, vanity would, moft probably, have mif- 
conftpued it jntq a hillet-doux; but few fuch, I 
feac^ are writtsn ta a perfon .of a certain ^ge. In- 
deed, I fear there ^ve few fuch men; and, for the 
hcmour of the age, I wifli I was permitted to infect 
4be name'; * bu( I am commanded^ and I muft 
^b§y. How exaftly does the fplfowijag pajQage'^ 
*Hi wikkh Sbake^p«Fe h^s Xo tfuljr escribed tl:^ 
ipleafuire6 of henafipeoce, ie^m to . corr^ppn^ 
with -the i^Btipi^ots contained in l\\t forgoing; 
letter ! ■ 

«< Oh, you Gods ! (think I) what need we havis 
"any friends, if we ihould never . have need of 
<* them? they would moft refemble fweet, inftru- 

^* ments hung lip in cafes, that keep their found? 

... . . ^ ..J 

* Timoh of Athens^ A€t X. Scene 5, 
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** to themfelvcs. Why, I have often wiflied my- 
** felf poorer, that I might come nearer to you : we 
" were born to do benefits. And what better or 
*^ properer can we call our own, than the riches 
** of our friends ? O I what a precious comfort 'tis 
** to have fo many, like brothers, commanding 
^* one another's fortunes !" — ^Real, difinterefted 
frietjdfliip, is the rata avis of this age; and to me, 
the writer of the foregoing letter appears to be 
the phoenix. There may be, however, I make no 
doubt, many of the fame generoas difpofition ; 
but as I have outlived all my other friends, and 
have had more than came to my fhare, or than I 
merited, I ought to be thankful that I retain the 
good wiflies of one* 

Having given you the letter of a fenfiWe aid 
'liberal friend, I cannot refift the temptation of 
fending you, by way of contraft, the beginning of 
one containing a declai^ation of love, which I re- 
ceived from a noble Lord, upon my return from 
Ireland : and this I fhall da verbatim^ to add to 
the fingularity of it. 

^^ MY DEAR ANGLE, 

*^ I HAVE not capcity to tell you ho moucb I 
^ low you." 

This fhort fpecimen,.! think, will fuffice to let 
you into the merits of the elegant epiftle it is 

taken 
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tdcen from ; the whole of which (and it was, a 
long one) was written in the fame learned ftyle, 
and fpelt agreeable to the rules of the fame kind 
of orthography. As I can fay with Millamont, 
« that an illiterate man is my averfion," had I 
been inclined to gallantry, his Lordfhip's curious 
letter would have barred his fuccefs. 

How comes it that ignorance is more confpi- 
cuous in a man than in a woman ? As drinking 
and fwearing, though dreadful vices in themfelves, 
appear more horrid in the latter than the former. 
This obfervation tempts me to proceed a little 
farther on the fame topic. When once a woman 
diverts herfelf of that delicacy and foftnefs which 
is one of the moJV diftinguifhed adornments of 
the female charafter, flie debafes herfelf into a 
brute; and having thus loft all claim to the name 
of a human being, flie is looked upon with horror 
and contempt, by even the moft difTolute of the 
other fex. 

I have often thought, that the legiflature ought 
to interfere upon this qccafion, and enaft fome 
law to exclude fuch unhappy wretches from fo* 
ciety. For as precept is lefs powerful than ex- 
ample, youth and ignorance are often deluded by 
them ; as, in general^ they wifh to make others as 

abandoned 
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abandoned as themfelveS. N6t that If wifh «iy 

loved country women to be tied down to the fevere 

rules of the Lacedaemonian ladies^ I would only. 

recommend them to join the fortitude, patience^ 

aad courage of a.Romin matron,, to the beauty, 

good fenfe^ brilliancy, of wit, and delicacy of an 

Englifh woman. 

Methinks I hear you here exclaim, "You are, 

" a very proper perfon, indeed^ to fet up for a 

"diftatrefs over the- condudl: of your country- 

*^wom,en; you, who have fo erred yourfelf!"— 

I acknowledge there is fome room for your making, 

this remark — appearances, I own, are againft me. 

But when it is confidered, that my errors have 

proceeded rather from imprudence, than a bad 

dlfppfition ; that I have feverely fuffcred for them ; 

and that I entertain no affuming ideas of my own 

underftanding ; I hope my having intermixed with 

my flory, when they occurred, fucb fentiments 

as feem probable to prove beneficial to thofe 

-into whofe hands they might fall, will not be 

objedled to. 

G. A. B. 
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L E T T E, K CII. 

March, a 3, 17-— r* 

A" Littte rafter Chriftmas, as a gentlewoman with 
whon^i I was very^ intimate^ was condoling with 
me upon the many untoward events of • my life, 
aad the. altDoft incredible difappointmient^ I had 
ismt W'ith^ my maid came up, almoft breathlefiii 
Whjoy, fi>r money to pay for a letter, which the. 
poilman fajd camie from Jndia.. Concluding it was: 
from my. fon, as he ufed ajvvays to dire«5l for mc; 
by the name of Weft, and not having a doubt but 
it was for me, in the agitation of fpirits I was 
thrown, into by the unexpedled occurrence, I tore 
it open> wh^re it was already alpioft open at ther 
Hck.; wjien, inftead of the letter I was in hopes 
of. receiving, I. found two bills of exchange; one 
dr.^wn upon agcpntleman in Marlborough -ilreet for 
fifty pounds, which was the Jccgnd; and, the other 
on a gentleman in Ireland for thirty, with a let- 
' ter of advice written, to hi^i ; but no other let* 
tcr. 

I f^nt imprtediately to enquire if ar^y other Mrs, 
Weft lived in the neighbourhood, but could not 
learn that there was. I then recoUedted that Mr.^. 

Charles 
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Charles Smithy of Wimpole-ftreet, had called at 
my lodgings a year and a half before, and had left 
a card. As I had not the honour of knowing that 
lady, I judged fhe might have intended the vifit 
for another Mrs. Weft, and confequently might 
be able to give me fome intelligence relative to 
the affair. I accordingly wrote to inform her of 
my having received a pacquet ; but as it contained 
no letter by which it could be known from whom 
it came, it might be intended for another. To this 
note I received no anfwer. I wrote again ; when 
the chairman brought a verbal meffage which 
could not underftand. It was, eithet that the lady 
was abroad or, in the country. 

Not being able to gain any intelligence, after 
waiting fome time, I carried the bill of fifty 
pounds for acceptance, it being at thirty days fight. 
Wlien I prefented it, the gentleman enquired where 
the firft bill was, to yvhich I anfwered, that I had 
not received it. We therefore conjeftured it to 
be loft. At the time the bill became due, the 
friend with whom I had left it, fent me word 
[ that there was another claimant, who had produced 
the third bill of exchange, and proved to be the huf- 
band of the Mrs, Weft, in whofe favour the bills 

were 
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were drawn, I therefare delivered him the other 
bill and the letter. And thus vanifhed this plea- 
dog expedtation, as fo many others had done be- 
fore. 

About this time Mrs. Douglas came^ asjiefaij, 
from Scotland. I met her with that.open cordia- 
lity, which I hope will mark every a£tion of my 
life, and fhared with pleafure my little with her. 
But, like others, when her fituation altered, fhe 
wifhed to withdraw herfelf. For this purpofe, 
fce contrived to excite a dlfagreement between 
us. She commenced her rancour, by loading with 
abufe onq of the firft characters in the kingdom ; 
whom flie knew 1 loved when a child, and admire 
as a man. 

A delicacy with regard to her fituation, inducedf 
me to let that pafs unnoticed. When this method 
failed, enraged at my hinting that ilie claimed re- 
lationfliip with a gentleman, to whom Ihe had no 
nearer affinity than as fifter to one of Adam's fons, 
heir rage grew ungovernable. She fcolded like one 
of thofe good women that take their feats at Bil- 
lingfgate ; and in their language, bellowed upon 
me every epithet that rancour, malice, abfurdity, 
a poor weak woman could invent. This ha4, 
however, no other effedl, than making me fmile, 

VOL. V. H which 
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TrtiTdh inct^eafed her rage «ven to tnadnefs. Bnt ] 
ftill made no return ; for it has been an invariable 
rule with me, when I met Ivith ingratitude, du* 
plicity, or intentional infalt from a per/on I regard 
to fet them down in the Book of Memory, as de- 
parted this Hfe"; a mode which prevents thofe acri- 
'rttonious feelings that refult from two niuch fcft- 
libility. I confequently now efteem this lady as 
fafely laid in the ground, and buried with her fa- 
thers, nor any longer an inhabitant of the terreftrial 
world. Forgive an impromptu upon this occafion 
•— Avaunt, Duplicity^ detefted child of art, begot 
by Deceit, and nurfed by Hypocrify ! Dare not 
intrude thyfelf into the generous bpfom, left e- 
very vice, thy fure attendants, follow. — But come, 
oh come, tkou faithful inmau of my hreafi^ Sinceri' 
iyj daughter of heaven ! And with thee bring 
white-handed Hope, and the fweet cherub. Peace, 
Pojfefs me ai^y till the cold arms of death embrace 
me, and this vain world deludes no more. 

I have now, madam, gone through every inci- 
ent of my life. A life that has been, as the rela- 
tion of them muft have convinced you, perpetually 
fubjeft to viciffitude, difappointment, trouble and 
anxiety. And I think I have recollefted every cir- 
cumftance that will tend, either to furnifh you 
I and 




mm 



and the^ublif: with amufemc;nt ;, to convpy fome 
icf^Q ,Qf iaftruftiop ; or to promote, my principal 
.dd(ign» th^^t offlaying, ji^^i^ open and candid mai;^* 
ner> herfbre the world, the whole of my conduA, 
** Nothing have I (Extenuated, nor fet down aught 
in malice.*' Whilft J have faithfully recounted 
my erxors,^ I have traced t^em to the Jfource from 
which they originated i aad ^his I truft^ will pro- 
cure me fome degree of exculpation. Sincerity, 
as I have often obferved, is my boaft. Indeed 
it is fo niuch fo, th^t were I guilty of the 
worft ©f crimes, I would hot add to them by a de- 
maL 

I peed not,I think,,airui« you, that tlie wliole if 
the fofrqgoing narrative confifts of real fafts. And 
though fome of them may appear almoft fabulous, 
there are many living witneiTes to the truth of them. 
Nor are ,thofe incidents, which do not immediately 
relate to myfeL^ Jcfs authentic. They either paf- 
fed under ray own obfervation> or are recited from 
undoubted au.thority. 

I flatter myfelf you will readily perceive, from 
the circumftances I have laid before you, and from 
►the general ^enor oiFmy cpnduft, that my misfor- 
tunes have rather proceeded from a train of imto- 
ward 4Mfents^ than from any other caufe ; and that 

Hz my 
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my mifcondu£l has been more the refult of thougtit- 
leflhefs and imprudence, than of a depraved difpo- 
fition. And this being the cafe, I doubt not but 
my adlions will be viewed by the world in a lefs 
unfavourable light than they have hitherto been. 

As Shakefpeare fays in the motto I have prefixed 
to my " Apology,'' <* that the web of our life is 
** of a mingled yarn, g6od and ill together ;** that 
*^ our virtues would be proud if our faults whipt 
*< them hot; and our crimes would defpair, if they 
*< were not cheriftied by our virtues ;** I hope this 
confideration will weigh in my favour with the li- 
beral and unprejudiced. And though I may not 
Hand totally acquitted ; though my faults may 
overbalance my virtues ; I truft it will foften the 
fe verity of the public cenfure, and reftore me, in 
fome meafure to their good opinion. 

Should the relation of my errors and their con- 
fequences prove a document to my own fex ; warn 
them to ftiun the paths I have purfued; and infpire 
them with a greater degree of prudence and re- 
flexion than I have been poflefled of ; I fhall have 
employed my time to fome good purpofe. — ^The 
certain eflFefts of an inattention to a prudential 
fyftem, are poverty, diftrefs, anxiety, and every 
attendant evil, as I have moil feverely experien- 
ced. 

May 
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May the world (particularly my readers) have 
the fame indulgence and compaffion for me, which 
I have unremittingly fhown to others ! And may 
Sterne's recording Angel drop the tear of pity, and 
obliterate my faults ! 

G. A. B. 
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1 HE, fbllowiiig letter was advertifed for puhli- 
eaiion in the month of 0(£l:ober 1767; but Mr* 
Cakraft, by, an unwarantable and unmanly ex- 
ertion of ppwer, (as related in my " Apology") 
obliged me to fupprefs it. Upon reading it over, 
in or^r to lay it b^efore the public, I fijid that the 
refeotment by which I was agitated, at the time 
I wrote it, made me exprefs myfelf in terms fuited 
to the i^uries I h^d recently received, and which 
to ^n unprejudiced min4> may appear tpo much 
tittdfaired with paffipn. This would induce me to 
Jet it lie in a ftate of oWivlop, as it h^s done for 
many years, were npt its pubjic.atipn abfolutely 
needful to elucidate the foregoing letjters. 

Moft of the fadts, it if trye, have Jbeen th^re in- 
produced, as they copld not bjave b^en omitted 
without breaking the ohaiD of the 11^/ative ; yet 
as they are given in the following p^i^es more ex- 
plicitly, and tend particularly to an iijiveftigation 
of the ill treatment I received from Mr, Calcraft, 

Ii4 ' ^ the 
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the propriety of annexing the Letter, will, I flatter 
iiiyfelf, be apparent. 

To many it may feerci illiberal to let it appear 
after his death; but when it is confidered, that 
the publication is fo eflentially neceflary for the 
vindication of my own condu£i:, and to clear mo 
of many cruel afperfions which have been propo- 
gated to my difcredit, I hope it will not, upon due 
refleftion, be deemed fo. ' 

In the ftate it was intended at firft to be publifii- 
ed> many of the letters I had received from him,' 
were interfperfed, for the purpofe of refrefhing his 
memory. But as that is no longer needful, and 
they would by no means prove entertaining, as 
might be judged from that given in the *^ Apolo- 
gy," I have expunged them. I have alfo greatly^ 
curtailed the Letter itfelf, leaving out the mofl' 
exceptionable, parts. And as a poem, which was 
given me upon the occafion, has fmce made its 
appearance, it will be unneceflary to annex that. 

Irritated by repeated injuries, and a<ftuated by 
refentment at the time I wrote them, the follow- 
ing flieets were originally compofed, with an im- 
petuolity that might render them incorreft, and 
deficient in that regularity which may be neceflary 
to make them fit for publick infpecStion ; and for 
this, I truft, a proper allowance will be made, 

more 
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I more efpecially as I am not a profefled Writer. 
Nor fliall any thing ever tempt me to take up 
my pen again upon fo wretched a topic as myfelf. 
Perfe<£lly at peace with the world, and every indi- 
vidual in it, even thofe who have loaded me with 
contumely and injuries, I can repeat the whole or 
the divine prayer, without any hefitation or mental 
refervation, and wait with patience and refignation 
the inevitable decrees of Providence, 

Before I conclude this addrefs, I would lay hold 
of the opportunity to requeft all my benefadlors, 
to receive once more the warmeft fenfations of 
gratitude for the favours conferred upon me. I 
would likewife beg the community to which I be- 
longed, to accept my acknowledgments. I am 
proud to boaft my obligations to them ; particu- 
larly to Meflrs. Colman, Harris, Garton, Hull, 
and Mattocks* Nor am I a little concerned, that 
I am prevented by the late death of the worthy 
Mr. Younger, from placing his name in the num- 
ber of thofe who affifted to fave me from diftrefs. 
And impreflfed with thefe fentiments, I fhall ever 
cemain^ with the higheft refpeft. 

Their ever obliged^ 

Humble fervaht, 

G, A. BELLAMY. 

9uk6-ftreet, Dec..x« 1784. 

H5 
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^ So comes the reckoning when the banquet^s o'er, 
** The dreadful reckoning, and men fmile no more.'* 

Cav. 
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JOHN CALCRAFT, Esq^ 

FROM 
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GEORGE ANNE- BELLAMY. 
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SIR, 

London>,0^ober x, 1767* 

IN compliance with your repeated folicitations, 
I fit down to write to you, as I am indebted to 
you for fo many hundreds of letters, I muft pre- 
mife, that it will require your utmoft patience to 
read fo long an anfwer as I fliall have occafion tp 
make it; but as I flatter myfelf many others will 
perufe it befides yourfelf, 1 fliall prel^me to inter- 
rupt your parliamentary ftudles ; and intri^at your 
attention, as much time and application will be 
needful for you to digeft fo long an Epiftle*. 

I own, I do not think that, a feries of fa<Ss« rela- 
tive to fuch infignificant beings as you and my- 
felf. 
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felf, can furnifti any entertainment to the world ;; 
yet as I have had the happinefs of being from my 
youth a fayoureiJ chl|d of |he public, I (hall beg 
leave t6 requeft that they would decide between u«^ 
I fhould ftill have borne jny injuries in filencCj 
were it not -diat whilft you were perpetually teiz- 
ing roe with letters, containing the Warmeft ^o- 
fefGons of unremitting afFeftion, you, and your 
female Therlites, were propagating the grofleft 
falikoods againft me to iny preiudice. * Cut (he has 
paid the debt of nature. So ends my enmity and 
her ingratitude^ whirhf ^u J h^SH been informed, 
was fully repaid by your'* si therefore peace be to 
her manes. 

There was a time, when I fliould have appre- 
hended that ybu would liave been ^greatly morti- 
'fied at !a public flat enneot of fuch an account, and 
•I fliould have ^$n afraid ^f putting you to the 
hhi&i by.it; b»t as you V^ave xonvinc^d the world 
l)y- your veoent behaviiocm-, that yo>a are above all 
mauvaiji hontey and ha?ve overleaped the bounds 
of moA^fty,'imy fears ane.ailfuhfKled, and " I will 
a* i-i^unS AJttVttr«iflTed tale /delivBrk" If i ,a4vajsicc 
« faifliotod^^'teprpach -me. freely with it. i wiil 
force eVfeii y^ ft© tflllow tKat Isftill am 3i*S:. , ; ' 

It tWi^^ibtvy to nemind/^you, tthat whei> Lprd 
*George •S»tton;&*il .idtj^educfid ypu to ine, you 

was 
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li-as called f)QneJl yohn tdftcrtifi^ an <epithet, m m^ 
mind, infinildty fiiperior to Sqnin Jc/hn the parlia- 
ment marl. Btrt as ytm always hiad a gwirt deal; 
of Ae amor patrtit atlrfcart, yon may peAaps fe^- 
yourfelf morcliai^py in your prefent exalted iitua-' 
tion. I "beg your parflon for making ufe of thcrfe two 
Latin words, I Forgot yoti did ndt trnderftand that- 
language; iTiougTl, lilce Botinifate, yon may, per** 
haps, love and honour the found. But ndt to puz- 
zle or give you more trouble than is abfolutely^ 
neceflary, I will inform you, that I mean the tavi 
fif your country \ ana a move worthy ox^hdrned 
member than yourfelf", k mull he allowed, is not 

honoureH witli a feat in St. Stephen's chapel. Tf 

•1 ■ ' ■ ..." 

your modefly prompts you to difpute this ajleftion,' 
ever willing to pleafe you, 1 will give up thd 

point. . . , \ 

rBut to return.— You will pleafe likewife to re- 

' ■ ■ ■ , . ' ■■'<,''■"■ ' ' * 

jcolle<3^ that the firft v in t you paid me aftet the 

Unhappy difpute between Metham and myfelf, f 

* • If'-. 

candidly told you my Situation, At the fame time 
1 added, that I was fo alarmed a^ his paffionate dif- 
pofition, as. to be di^termiued never to marry him, 
Were he Williitg to carry his promife into execution^ 
tnough 1 preferred him to all mankind : nor would 
enter intty any othefr conneJlioii wliat'fteven 

Confiding 
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Confiding in your general character, and induced 
hy your profeffions of friendship, I made no fcru* 
pie thus to inform you of the fituation of my heart; 
for at that period, I did not entertam the moft diC- 
tant idea of your harbouring a thought of love. 
I^ideed, I could not fuppofe you was capable of fo 
much prefumption> as to think of rivalling a man, 
in every fhade fo infinitely your fuperior. 

I then likewife informed you, that I had receiv- 
ed ten bank bills of one hundred pounds each, in 
a blank cover. This gift, I faid, I attributed to 
Lord Downe, whofe friendfbip for Metham pre- 
vented him from declaring himfelf my admirer. 
Notwithftanding the dial fpoke not, it pointed. 
And as he was evidently the caufe of Metham's 
rudenefs tome, it was more than probable,. that his 
Lordjhip thought of extricating me by it, from any 
little diflSculties I might have been embarrafled in. 

Upon my placing this confidence in honej^ Jack, 
you advifedme to make ufe of the money ; telling 
me, you was fure that the perfon, whoever it was, 
who had ftiewn himfelf To generous, would never 
expedt a return. You then regretted,* that it was 
not in your power to have been equally liberal;. 
For had you not been circumfcribed by fortune, 
you fhould have eftcemed yourfelf happy in fo fa- 
vourable 
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vonrable an opportunity of fhowing yourfelf my 
ii/interefted friend. 

I was the more inclined to believe you fincere 
in this declaration, as the fentiments coincided 
with my own. For I can with great truth afl5nn> 
that I never rendered a fervice with a view of re* 
ceiving a return; always confidering the perfoa 
whd had the power of obliging, over paid by the 
internal fatisfadlion which moft furely refults fronv 
a liberal deed* 

I remind you of this converfation, as fome years 
after you brought me in debtor for this identical 
tbouf and pounds. Now, as you have in innumera- 
ble inftaiices given me room to q^ueftion your ve- 
racity, 1 have every reafon to believe you was not 
the donor of the fum ; but took advantage of Lord 
Downe's death, and the confidence I had repofed 
in you, to make claim to it. For though I can- 
not compliment you upon your erudition, your 
grandmother might have taught yoii the old 
faw, **dead men tell no tales.'' His Lord/hrp 
was unfortunately killed before you claimed the 
debt, and to this hour I firmly believe it was to 
hlmy not. you, that I owed this mark of munifi- 
cence. 

Indeed, at the time you faid I was indebted to 
you for it, though I then had many reafon s to 

defpifii 
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6tfy\1k yoor memm£^i I did w^ think y OU: fo totaRf 
void of every principle and feeling,: ;^ to be guilty 
of fiicli, an ioifofitian; nor w^ it erver >o be 
tboGghtv that a faeiag:, who by artifice had (Co far 

« 

deceived mankind as to pn>cure hioKfelf tbbe epi* 
ttiet bShtmeft, Aiould fkcrifioe a tide he had been at 
(bch paiti^ to ac<}uiDe, for nothiog... I therdbre, 
as I couM iiot contraKtift yoi^ claim^ allowed it ; 
aiid k fsnewtoolateto difputek. 

You will pleafe to recolleft. Sir, that upon my 
flying to Mr. Ganfelf s for refuge from the vio- 
lence of Methacnf^ temper, you had the modefty 
to introduce yotirfelf at Donnalan Park, by xt falla- 
cious copy of d cmtra6l of marriage figned by ytmrfi^ 
^nd your attorney. This you gave to the good old 
gentleman ibr his attorney to tranfcribe upon tl 
ftampi in order to convince him of the reHitude of your 
intmlions*^ Falfe betrayer! bankrupt in honour 
as in love ! This cohtrafl: was in penalty oi fifty 
tboufand poundsy which the credulous good old man^ 
who then thought you merited the title pf/6^»£/?jj 
cfleemed fo fure a pledge of your faith, that he 
fwrdered his attorney to change the fum to. thirty 
tboufand ; alledging, that was a fum large 
Ottough CQbiiu} even a rogue,-— ^ut^ thank heaven, 

w© 
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werh^d none but thofe.wbo were perfect ifi rc/ftisulf' 
///^^to deal with. ^ 

The contraft bond which Mn Ganfers attorney 
df ei^ir from ydur figned copy^ I afterwards .<IeHver- 
ed Tip to ymir attorney^ Mrw Sti:(Hi% ofparlia-^ 
ment-ft teet, in . c^nfideration of a §amt ofwbon^ • 
which he bfiu^t me from you, together with an - 
additional anmiity of one b[undi:)ed poands a year, 
in truft, to Nichofed Litiwood, Etq* Up<Mi the re- 
ceipt of this, I figrted- a general relei^e; in which 
was included, the tnoney remakiing xipoa the 4lia-» 
monds ybii* fo bonnteoufiy beftowcd dn foin^fai'^ 
vourit^^. c , > 

• * • ... 

As I pre(\ime yotir prefent ftwKes^ cecu^ your 
n^ind too much to attend to ftich triVia! matters, 
for, tikeObadiah, the affairs of ftate haiig hieary ' 
u'^n y oM^r necjc arid fliouiders, and you may have 
forgot the purport pf It, T wil) prefent you with a 
copy of the ever-meniorablecontra£k, which Ge- 
neral Ganfel fent me upon the death of hh fathcfc*' 
I willgive it you verbatim. But Ihould any of your 
friends (if you have any) be defirous to prove the' 
authenticity 6f it, they ihall be fatisfied, as ytmr' 
hand is as well IcnoWn as your face. 
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Copy of th^ ContraH^ brought ready Jigned bj JMr. 

Calcrafu 

" KNOW all men by tliefe prefentSy that I 
* John Calcraft) of Brewer-ftreet, Golden-fquare^ 
** in the county oi Middlefex, Efquire, am held 
^^ and firmly bound unto Georgiane Bellamy, of 
^* Frith-ftreet, Sobo, Spinfter, in the fum of fifty 
•' thoufand pounds, of lawful money of Great-Bri- 
<* tain, to be paid to the faid GeorgHme Bellamy^ 
*< her certain attorney, executor, adminiftrator, or 
*^ afligns, firmly by thfefe prefents, fealed with my 
" feal, dated this aad day of January, 1752. 

** The condition of this obligation is fuch, 
** that whereas the above-bounden John Calcraft, 
** and the above-named * Georgiane Bellamy, bJ^v©^ 
** mutually agreed to marry with each other; 
** and therefore the above bound John Calcraft^ 
** fhall and do marry the faid George Bellamy, ac- 
** cording to the rites and ceremonies of the 
*^ Church of England ; and fhall not intermarry 
^ with any other perfon whatfoever, fave the 
*^ faid Georgiane Bellamy, or during the natural 
*^ life of the faid Georgiane Bellamy ; then this, 

• The Writer was always called Georgiane^ tilt of late yean, 
when it being neceflary to refier to the resiiter, it. was foand to^be 
written Geoi;^e Anne. 

« obligatioa 
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" obligation to be void, or elfe remain in full 
•'force." (Signed) 

John Calcraft. 

Now, my worthy Sir, thi« tranfafklon will, I 
hope, convince the world, though it may not your 
partial felf, that from die moment you figned this 
contrail, being at the fame time married, ,and 
therefore unable to fulfil it, you forfeited all title 
to the fmalleft degree of bonefty. And I might 
truly pronounce you to be . 

*^ Daring In vlc^ which do«s to profit tm^f 

** Falfe to thy God^ thy miflrds, and thy friend.^* 

You will further pleafe to obferve, that the 
date to this fallacious contradl was antecedent to 
my quarrel with Metham ; that fatal paffiofi, 
which you availed yourfelf of, not happening till 
his birtk-day, which Was the thirtieth of January, 
at which time you was honoured with being his 
humble friend. And even at this time, you in- 
tended to plant a dagger in his heart, as you was 
well convinced you muft do, by fupplanting him 
in my favoun For his fondnefs for me was^ well 
known to be carried to every excefs of extrava- 
gance* And even the fault, which was the caufe 
ofour feparation, evinced his madnefs; as no man, 

particularly 
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ptirti^Utlf one fo Temailubly well bred, oould 
have made ufe of fuck rude expreffione befor^^a 
fAeSk cempaoy ef perfons of diflin£lion, unlefs he 
had been at the time torn on the rack of jealoufy. 
Bttt why do I talk to j&a of a breach of frttnd- 
fliip, who efteera. the word as merely a tmgbear, 
and boldly fet that, as well as every other rirtue, 
at defiance! ' 

I wil! now, if yon- pleafe, take »?etrofpea: of 
the innnmeraWe favours yoo have graciously he- 
flowed upon me. And this I can th^momt eafily 
do, as they are engraven on the.ytablets of my 
heart, frdm wltewee tfcery nerw ca«i he eradi- 
-.irated. ,S • 

, A&er the mockery at Dp^malan Park was over, 
you declined my worthy' friend's folicitations to 
' Ipend a few days with him. Some remains of 
coiDpuii€):ia», ibr the deception you h^d .j}i& been 
gjiiiky of, was^ I believe to this hiWs f artly the 
cauie of your dbckaiBg the invitajtion^ Yoa al- 
imigsif that bufinefs of the g^reatefl confequenf e 
xeqinred yoiar being in town* But the mctoent 
Mrs« SoMth and myielf were feated in the chaife, 
-^you rode i^ to it m feeming tr^infpoi^^, and i|i- 
fenxwd^rae,. tltat my itiotheir was waiting for us at 
Ingpiteftone* 

I afterwards 
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I afterwards Icariit, di^fct your impbfitionf liad 
Attended to tier s^ ; and tkkt you had prevailed 
upon her to accompany you to tKat place, with 
the aflbrance that Mir. Gan&l had been witnefs €6 
our being uiHted for life. Reiying upan th^ teAi- 
tude of thi<8 dceeired^ bust worthy man, fhe did 
not entertakt a dotibt of our bcjng^ nurrried* The 
good '^^loman ceitftquenllfy made ufe of ail the 
power fte had over me^ to induce me to iargtt 
Methatt, arid team the load to tranquiUity, whioh 
I had fo kpng been a ftrauger to.^ 

Nor was yotr under any apprehenfiorisef a dif- 
tovcry taking place through Mrs. Sfnith. As ihe 
was totally in t'he dark with regard 1?o the tranf- 
aftion, flie could bnly acqtfaim my iBet*i€i* that 
the old gentleman feemcd happy at my beiiig 
eligibly fettled for life. As for myfelf, Iwas fo 
perfe^ly miferable, that I evaded coming to an 
erplanatton ; efpecially as the reproaehes befiow^d 
by my number upon Metham, cut me to the foiri. 
The two old ladies were as gay as if their yeixrs 
had been renovated, and fecsied as^ happy aa if 
ifymen had really been prefisnt, in his &£nn 
robe, and with his lightdd tordi, tK> faiuflffy my 
wretchednefs. 

Though 
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Though you are in general reluctant in doing 
juftice, yet you muft allow, that when the un- 
happy union had taken place, I fhowed nothing 
but the ftrongeft marks of averfion towards you. 
And had I not been partial to another, it was im- 
poffible for a girl of delicacy to be fenfible of any 
degree of tendernefs for a being like yourfelf. For 
I have often been ready to believe the Pythago- 
rean fyftem, and fuppofe you poflefled more of 
the brute than of a rational creature. Two 
fuch oppofite beings furely never met. To be 
happy, minds 'fliould be congenial. It is im- 
poflible that tranquillity, much lefs happinefs, 
ihould exift where the fentiments difagree. It 
will be in vain to expeift an union to be perfeft, 
unlefs both have one ft^rfuit, one hope, and one 
deiire. 

When I reproached you with your duplicity, 
in not accepting Mr. Ganfel's invitation, you 
told me you was anxious for my mother to.be 
of the party; and as fhe was not acquainted at 
Donnalan Park, had you. flaid there, you could 
not have been completely happy, as fhe would 
not then have been witnefs to your unbounded 
felicity. Fine words ! I wonder where you Jiole 
them ! The apathy which had taken pofleflion of 
ftiy mind, and which bordered upon ftupidity, 

prevented 
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f^p$afe^$^JS^>{r^ffk if^^ your behaviour 

•^ :<i^ iifnf!^ Aj# ivs 1 7*^^Jly belieyed you to 

ke A man of mu^gmy, mi m^me^ j^y lot csiA 

for hiep I.di4 iifH d^re tp ^^uttiune the ienfations 

Wtofi we ©osae to tlpv^fli JOT eHtr^eated me not 
to reGebe idse viifits pf iiOrj Robert Sixtton ; 
as it was frcm the coofidsotce fags placed in you^ 
by fookiog ymi the fiirthi^rt^r of his ufFeid^ion, 
and frosn fioor Metbiam^s ixiadnefs, you both 
fouf^i^ y^pr hopes. Thb fJoblenian was your 
mtmu!^9 lind ha^ eqgaged y9!U to jd^d his caufe. 
But the man wlju? c^n 4efc?nd tp be a pander, 
will gladly betray, as you did, his employer. 

^Dm-iing v^ abfence from tovyn, I found you 
1^ l^es^n ^eiy hfViQfi 'u;i bribing thofe about me 
to depjr^ci^ite Metl^fi^ who, whi^lhe >yas vilified, 
was. happily infeofiblet Ev^ry ray of reafon had 
defertpd hiip, and he was ip, fuch a .^Ate of dif- 
tr^i^U9«i9 0)at h^ woi^Ji^ hay^put an jend tq his 
ejfiftenp^j J^t for tl^e upreii^ittixig care .and tender 
frienjilifeipjpf M^}or3vu-Jtpn^ :. .^ 

ThezMDiinu^ ufter o^r'jcpming to townj^ yon 
calied iapssxa Mife St* JUfiger, '-^fferwards the 
Major's* lady^ %o ;ipl<icifate ^^he- j^pyful news of 
youX:.lipingi.U3f Iwpji^. qLi^fn, by hj^tving fecu- 

,voL. V, I « red 
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red me for life. This was truly a Machiaveliaii i i 
ftep, as it totally prevented her from mentioning m 
her lover's friend, whofe charadler you was, at ^ 
the very time, taking every method to blacken. ^ 
In the fame manner you introduced yourfelf to m 
Lady Dowager Dillon, and Lady Tyrawley, 
though you had never been in company with is 
either of them, but once in my houfe. This you fH 
did, becaufe you were well afTured, two ladies of ^ 
fuch unfullied virtue would nbt have continued i- 
to vifit, -had they not fuppofed me to be really ''^ 
married ; ^hich indeed, both of them ima- u 
gined to be the cafe, during my refidence with 7, 
Metham, s^ 

I was for fome time after we came together i^ 
lulled into a ftuptd languor, by the many falfhoods r 
told of the man, you had fo grofsly deceived ; r(i 
and fuppofing my Situation permanent, I endea- ^ 
voured to make neceflity a virtue; and if I could ^, 
not love you, which I found to be impoffible, I '.^ 
refolvcd to atone in fome degree for it, by the 
moft unremitting attention to your intereft. 

In confequence of this refolution, I introduced \ 
you to General Braddock ; well afllired that his ^ 
partiality to me, would foon prevail upon Lord %^ 
Tyrawley to vifit and befriend you. The re- 

fult 
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fait turned out to my wifh, and you was foon 
made Agent to both. But I fhall not dwell 
longer upon this fubjedly as I mean^ though a bad 
arithmetician, before I conclude my Letter, to 
ilate a fair account of debtor and creditor between 
us. And that it is a true ftatement, many, very 
many living witnefles, will be able to vouch. 

The April following, you earneftly entreated 
me to give up the annuity granted me by Me* 
tham, alledging that it was highly improper for 
a woman, who in appearance was, and would 
foon actually hey your wife, to retain any fecu- 
rity, or receive any emolument from another 
man. I felt the truth of your argument, and 
wrote immediately to Mr. Moor, who was then 
in Ireland, to whom I entrufted the writings, 
but by fome accident or other they were not re- 
turned. 

Upon this you gave me a fettlement of one 
hundred and twenty pounds a year, which you 
bad come into the pofleffion of by the demife of 
your grandmother, who was really ^ gentUwomany 
and the firft in your noble family. I do not 
mean in this obfervation, to degrade you in your 
own good opinion, for you cannot be leflened in 
mine. We all would be great, beautiful and 

I 2 rich, 
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rich, had we the po^er. And you have ambition 
enough to Wifti, that the noble bibod of the How- 
ards ran through your veins. But was even 
that the cafe, it would only be the means *of 
rendering you more conf^tcuoufty contemptible. 
For it is ohly goodnefs in the extreme, joined to 
ihinihg tilents, ahd tenacious honour, that con-* 
ft itutes true nobility. Mr. Pope, with -great j u dg- 
ment, fays, 

** Worth makes the man, and want of It tlie fellow i 
« And all befldes, is leather or prunella/^ 

Your great qualifications lead anotTier way. 
Paflion, avarice, and luxury, mark you fo ftrongly, 
that Comus^s court fe^ms to me your ultimatum ; 
for neither religion, friendfliip, nor any {bcial* 
virtue, deigns^ to inhabit your capacious bofom. 

When yoii prefented me with the annuity, 
which was for my natural life, and for that of 
the child I was then pregnant with, I neither 
read, nor ever heard read, the writings, till I bor- 
rowed money upon it ; and then I found that ^ 
you, or the attorney, had made the penalty ^" 
three thoufand pounds inftead of thirty thoufand. 
But as the tontradl was antecedent, it was a 
>nean, ufelefs piece of chicanery, correfpondihg 
with all yout adtioni. 

Upon 



\ 
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Upon my removing to Brewer-ftreet^ I under- 
took to be your houfekeeper for four 'hundred 
guineas a year, thinking that luy falary and be- 
nefit would be fully fufficietit to fupport us till 
your bullnefs fhould increafe. At the end of three 
years, I found myfelf fo greatly involved, that I 
was obliged to inform you of my having con- 
tra£ted debts to a large amount ; when,, to my 
very great f*»q3rife, you told me I was indebted 
to ym for the thoufapd pounds I had bpen foolUU 
enough to mention to you, 

I fcorned then to.reoaiad you, tliat my incoine 
was at that, time infinitely greater than yours ; 
and that I fpent it iji your houfe, with the great- 
eft . cheerfolnefs ; not doubting, but you would 
feijLfil your liberal profefllons, when it was in your 
{koyrer ; b«t to my co/l>. I found that in promlfes 
j(xa wsL^ mighijp^ but In the performance of thofe 
grop[iH<»s noth'mft^ 

; Wh^ yojLi gfc^ rich, your avarice increafed 
in j^oportion with your arrogance ; aadnotwith-. 
flaoding you dcav^dy^ur/e^ no luxury, you not 
only refufed to pay the debts contracted for your 
houfe, but what I had expended for your brother and 
fifter, whom at that time I coniidered as my own# 
I do not mean to pique myfelf on oeconomy. 

I S My 
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My profeffion took up too much of my time, t* 
permit me to mind houfhold affairs ; and from 
the conflant company we kept, numbers of whom 
\yere perfonages of the highefl rank, fomething 
more was required than a tolerable income to en- 
tertain them : and to my great fatisfa£tion, you 
have been obliged to own, that your table was 
more elegantly ferved, during tBe time I preflded 
as Governante, than when you allowed a Maitre 
^r Hotel two thoufand five hundred pounds a year, 
merely for your table, though you rented an ad- 
ditional farm towards fupplying it. 

Refleft alfo upon the expence 1 put myfelf to 
]ii fa rnifhing the garden at Hollwood, building 
a hot-houfe, fucceflion-houfe, ice-houfe, together 
with the expenditure on the fhrubbery ; and all 
this from the fuggeflion, that you had fettled the 
place upon my daughter and myfelf. Nor was I 
informed that this was not your intention, till our 
feparation had taken place ; when you difpofed 
of it, pretending that you could no longer refide 
in an habitation which reminded you every mo- 
ment of my loved idea. How this aflertion cor- 
refjponds with your behaviour at that period, and 
ever fince, 1 leave you to judge. 

If you will, not do me the juflice to own that* 
I was not indefatigable in promoting your interefl, 

any 
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any of our acquaintance will affirm for me^ that 
I was. It is a well known fa£l> that at th^. riik 
of my life, I once got out of my bed, at a time 
fome promotions were to be made, in order to 
claim tlie promifes of two officers who were to 
have regiments the next day. In the account of 
debtor and creditor, I purpofe to prefent you with 
at the conclufion of this Letter, I ihall fet down , 
the names of thofe gentlemen, to whom you are 
indebted for their agency through my intereft. 

As to the great expence you was at, it could 
not be attributed to me. For if you kept an ex - 
penfive table, it was your intereft to do fo ; and 
I could have no other advantage from it, than not 
being reduced to fit alone with a man, who wa.s, at 

* beft, the objeA of my difregard and pity, from his 
ignorance and meannefs. For notwithilanding 
you value yourfelf upon the manly exercife of 
boling, yet, when you went to Cliefden, you en- 
quired what a gladiator was, to the furprife of 
the company, who all concluded that you muft 
have been acquainted with a brother combatant. 

I am unable to enumerate the injuries you have 
done me. I was a ilave to you for fix years : 
not only to your intereft, but thro' the obftinacy 

• tf your ungrateful difpofition. What pains have 

I 4 I not 
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I not taterif tb fMv^ni fbvii flfihg' bl the face ^ 
one of th6 Wi^rhicft fof pat^^sy ^4 the beft of 
jfieh, tf he IwfftdWed skif f^lstce tirpOfi hU own re- 
lations, confci6«s of fbut fre^t n?r»d fMperior 
itierit ! 

There is otie Accomflifhmfetlt Whirti I muft 
rfejdily a!16# ydi!,* rfnd that is the grfeat arfl cff de- 
c^r^tion. By tMs yotf blinded ydur patrbrt> wh^ 
^aS one 6f Ihe riitoft ftgacidug of mert; ahd, like^ 
wife a nxAU M^i-^iAiii Whc^ hd4 a h«art tdo bpen. 
tb believe, that /deeeit -could be hW ««4«r .tbe 
mafijwe of fincerit^. You rf Ikrl lh^!t:Jtf>ble{iM^>; 
yrith yoxa^. aliis dtferdray tiH ycm hiid the.pre- 
fandptkm td hofHc y<m wodid te^^leto/aecbhiplifiv 
your ambitious*' vicws^ by 'fortliir^ a mkch be-i 
tween his L<»rAfhip and your da^hter; t^hiatck^ 
Un0(}u;il kl €t&ry ■ fliape, ar he was not oniiy rid 
ebbilgh m be ii^ f r^df;ilb^5 but )mA ytMNT ti^vfr 

be^h attof&jp4ifili^, He SluA^^j^cN^MlelttoHVhsl^ 
beti^ uifincfppy) fhdin iht idM ^ h^ihg floA^ted*" 
hrs Wood wttk ymH^V. But th^ f irl tert !^i>)ta- 
tion fenottgh tb reftjt yOur e^tfi jtu^lfi^ iSfbftts } 
dhd I d^tibt iiot WiH b6 happi^, Willie iWatrf ttidre 
^i}a:t to h^r Ivirthi 

. I have often wondered tfwt y6ti ?fnd -y^oiit 
Friend Doftor Francis, *w1io lay^ claKm to th^ 

merit 



J. CALC^RAFT, ES(^ . I?) 

merit of traailatusg Horace, never ftujied- to-^ 
gether jthe Ode which hegias with thf (e lines^ 

<« ThemMi th«t*6f«ft>liKeMKlj«iA^ ' • 

<« Firm to his ftimtifln mA xntk, UfiT 

■ 

Had you done fo, ymifcoth would have appeared' 
in a more eligible light than you n6W ftand in.— 
But td proceed. 

When Mr. Ih^f applied to you for the pay-- 
ment of the annxiity on which I had borrowed ^ve 
hundred pounds, without coplidering my condi- 
ticm, you citrrre abruptly into my room to inform 
me of it, JrtfHy iiKfenfed -at y^UT r^itfaafefs and 
wsnt <rf fee!ing, ' (as my fitua^ten •^kt tO' have 
claimed at le^ y&^r ^ant^itrnf fbr I know y^u to 
be ificapable of tendemefe) I defiped you to leave 
the room, and pay the money* 

I, at that timej became acquaimed with y^ar 
having been married many years before I had the 
misfortune to know you ; the confequeiices you 
are well acquainted with. My being deprived of 
my fenfes prevented me from making known my 
injuries. Had I done fo, it muft have endangered 
your life. For though Lord Tyrawley might 
not have been Qviixote enough to enter the lifts 
with you upon account of a woman, who had for* 

I 5 feited 
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'feited all claims to his prote6lion, yet the decep- 
tion you had been guilty of, in making his Lord- 
Ihip believe we were married, would moft indif- 
putably have excited his refentment, as it could 
only be deemed a fubterfuge to anfwer your in- 
terefted purpofes. 

Befides this, if I am rightly informed, you 
v^ould have roufed the refentinent of a right ho- 
nourable gentletnan, that you gained to introduce 
you as an honourable lover to the niece of one of 
the firft DuchelTes in the kingdom. But the 
chaflifement you would have received for that 
would only hv^e been manual. We are all fen- 
fible you have not the inclination to refent fuch 
treatment, as the blows given manfully by an 
oflSicer you had juftly offended, and boFue fatientlyj . 
were never noticed. 

Upon this occafion, you adopted by intuition. 
Squire Ralph's maxim. I fay, by intuition, as I 
can by po mean's fuppofe you acquainted with a 
book wherein all fcience and learning is contained* 
You, however, abound with worldly wlfdonty though 
you are not learned i and think with Ralph, that 

<< He who fights and runs away, 
** May live to fight another day* 
« But he that is in battle flain, 
«* Will never rife to fight again.** 

Cowardice 
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Cowardice is the concomitant of guilt. In what 
a fuppeme degree then muft you poflefs it ! The 
firft principle of reditude, is that noble courage 
which undauntedly meets every difficulty, and 
looks upon life as nothing, when compared with 
the dread of preferving it with dishonour. You 
fee I would flill wifli to inftrudi you ; though I 
fear, all this will be as little underilood by you 
as algebra ; nothing like a fentiment of any kind 
ever having found a place in your bofom, which 
is as dark as Erebus. 

You now find, that with your great atchieve- 
ments, you have altered a difpofition which be- 
fore your cruel treatment, never knew the fun go 
down upon its wrath. You have prefumed too 
far upon my apathy. But the gentleil tempers, 
wh«i roufed by repeated injuries, are not fo eafily 
quieted as thofe who are inflamed by every guft 
of paffion. . Before you had provoked me, you 
ought to have recoUefted what Lord Tyrawley 
fo often warned you of, when he told you I was 
by nature a lamb, but being roufed, a lionefs. 

I will, however, quiet your fceming terror, by 
afiucing you, that no provocation whatever, fliall, 
at any time, tempt me to divulge the confidence 
placed in me, whilil I had the misfortune .to be 

16 in 



in yonr faulty, Tht fealiB df ifeetlfcy ftt«* nw* 
be broken. No aggrjlVSti©!! c^ pWad t-Mnfe fcflr 
a breach of tnift ^ that ti^t^m ; and r^dus ftiotili 
not compel tne to divutge what wal «ittiRfi«4 
to me when we were ttpofi better ieems* Tbi% 
fuperiority cff mind I wiii no^sin td)^re ymtk 
And I will forcfc eren y^ tt) uvrn^ With flihnie^ 
that I am ftrll jtt/?* Wken jrolu font kb refodl 
my filence tipibtti thU he:fd> liv%t ib mtidi im^^feid^ 
that I knew not how m ACc^itoit fbr Atft 4a)H¥i{^ 
fuppofition. I could not even t\^k fo IHf^tiiy of 
"jouj as to ftrppofe yon ciowiltl be guilty ©f jc trime 
fo atrocious and dangerous t& ifod«ty^ ptiticukrly • 
to a man who h^d taifed ynwi fmm iwrhing* 

As you may fet youf hcatt Jt PdA ^^on this 
fubjedt, the fair fieW of retati*t«oii may aem f6 
on without any violent agitations being )exidc^ 
in your mind; as injuritig a wt^nvan, with thu 
law on your fidc^ is a trifle of lib iiif{ft>ttanC6% 
You may think it {o^ But there will coote a time 
i^hen pungfent remorfe, the fare attendnmt ow de*- 
ception, will, if yiou pofieft the 1 wft sltom trf i«<Si- 
tiule, harrow up your foui. 

There are but two periods of ycfoir et«ftenc« 
in which I would wifh to behold y6u. The lii*ft 
ip, at that awful moment* The ftcofld ls> before 

that 
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.tiiiat dteadfyil period happens^ It is at the ttme 
ycm quit being a Y^ and a Nay iHaa, ahd tx>m^ 
Hience drjcton Were I at ths fiutheft part of th^ 
}|M>^ I ihouM wifti to jnt>\siit a P^ga(iis, to be 
|)refeM <m the mosn^itous occafion ; a3 the power 
of a DecBoftheneSy joiiled to the fWeetnefs of a 
Pliny, wkA forcibly elucidate the laws, aad prove 
you ttoB Ttiliy ^ the age. 

You fee my iieart is ever warm hi your £aiVour» 
AiOfd after I have leceived fiteb itumerolis un* 
'me^iOdd favours fnMO you, how tan k be others- 
wife; for Gratitude is my fecond darling virtue* 
She is younger fifter to Sincerity, with whom 
Ihe keeps generally in company. . I onipe was 
under the neceffity of repeating to you the fol- 
lowing fenteiice from Dryden, 

«< Wb tttJrt rs uMgrntefwl his lA^ ttiikt b¥t Ofle.** 

But tlie perfon who delights in fincerity, can- 
not harbour that heinous vice. She gfuards the 
heart from a crime of fuch black dye. She is 
always as open as the day, tinfufpicious as thie 
laml>> and innocent as the dove, ohe is fequre 
in her own coat of mail, for noafTailant can pierce 
her celeftjal armour. 

I told you I wifhed to inftrudl you« If you are 
perverfe, it is not ^ly fault. But your good 

fortuneji 
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forttine, tc^^ther with your parliamentary ftudkiSy 
fo totally pollefs your mi ad, that I imagine my 
intended kind documentations will have little ef- 
feA. Ignorance itfelf mui)*, however, allow that 
my intention is good. Always pleafed when I 
am putting the blind in the way, I have intruded 
upon your patience, in order to point out to you 
the right road. Though you have hitherto been 
bewildered, repentance never comes too late. I 
fhall therefore end my digreffion with two lines, 
fpoken by Alinda to the captain of the Banditti^ 
in the Pilgrim," 

<* Go, go, fay thy prayers j 

** For thou hsft at many iins as- hairs^** 

The. verfe, though unequal, is adequate to 
your fcientrfic knowledge, ^^ho would prefer tlie 
bellman^s yearly produdlion to the fweet numbers 
of Pope. 

As my illnefs was long and painful, I have 
taken the liberty ta introduce thefe fentiments 
in order to fill up a chafm. You complain of 
the enormous expence my indifpofition coft you, 
and fet down nine hundred pounds for phyficians 
fees. As I told you in a fonner ihftance, I have 
reafon to doubt your veracity. If that was the- 
cafe, how came Mr. Adair to Be fo poorly grati- 
fied ? 
3 
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Ified? Do£i:or Lucas, who reftored me, had no* 
■ thing but an enfign's commiffion for his fom 
I And DoiSor Ford, to whofe care I was conilgned 
I at Briftol, only received fuch as was too con* 
I temptible to offer a gentleman of his known 

abilities, after the great attention he had paid 

me. 

You will pleafe at the fame time to recollect, 
that your deception was the caufe of my illnefs. 
It was not to be fuppofed a young woman, ac* 
cuftomed to adulation, could be informed that all 
her hopes were blafted by having gone through 
fix years of fervitude (for I can call it by no 
other name^ with a man ihe could neither love, 
efieem, or regard, (for fire and water are not fo 
oppofite) with any tolerable degree of patience* 
Degraded in my own mind in the fuppofition of 
a permanent connexion with you, what muft I 
not feel at being made a tool to the art of the 
meaneft wretch of the creation! All I had left to 
divert my mind upon this occafion was to be pro- 
fufe; at once to indulge my own feelings for the 
poor, who were at that feafoii in extreme want; 
and to mortify you, who, though you feemed to 
wilh to gratify me, yet filently repined at what 
you afterwards called my unwarrantable extrava- 
gances 

But 
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B^t Ihk fcfa^ w^ld not have oonfeated- to, had 
yoM ikM: had a giand poiat iti view, that of brings 
i)^ ihe back to fo$3tr det^ed habitattion; and to* 
e6k€t this^ after ybtt had found y<Hir repeat^ 
promifes tt> Mrs» Sparks iifeiFeAual, and that I 
ftedfaftljf relufed to hear from you, <»: of you, you 
then waited upon Lady Tyrawley, and once more 
impofed upon her, by pleading the violence of 
your pafliom You at the fame time bound your- 
felf to her Ladyfhip by the moft folemn oaths^ 
that would ihe but prevail upon me to return to 
Parliament-ilreet^ you would not only pay my 
iliibts, but fign .a carte hianche to fubmit to any 
terms I ihould feqjaire. Her Ladyfhip and Mrs. 
Sparks aie livijig. witneffes of your repeated per- 
juries« ^ 

Tired out with folicitations, which I (hould AilF 
have rcfifted, had not the friend of ray youth, 
and the dire6tor^ art tljis time, of all my act-ions,, 
advifed the indifcreet ftep, at laft 1 yielded. In- 
deed his honeJft heart could not fufpedk, that, after 
having injured me in the tendereft point, you 
would add to the crime^ by forfeiting the oath$ 
yoQ had made to fulfil your promifes. It is true 
that you kept one «f them, that of not feeing me 
alone ; but this you did, left my reproaches iliould 
confound \q\u 

At 
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At letigthi after bitlcHng^ yotrf-felf evdy yifiar for 
faoir yBari,:iyou baRl hounefty ehough to inlbfax^ 
me, that ydn would not oonlpLy with, my ex^fita- 
ttons. This was the only aftioxi of y6Q^ life 
which Icafi tfeirm » fovourj for my hatred and 
contempt were fo great, that you and your houfc' 
wevc my deteftattion. So ©ttremc' was it^ thAt I 
languifhedimor^ for the hotir of feparation, than: 
tyerfond lover did for Heceiving his bride's baq^ 
at the altar. ' 

N0W5 Sir, Y6\it laft tfanft^i^ ctdWned every 
&hKi of tW fof^mng. A^ Idefpifed ydwtdd itiiK^h- 
to have any altercation with you, particuldflj^ 
upon pecuniary matters, I afked you to lend me 
two thoufand pb^iinds to' refleein my Jewels, which 
were at that time deposited with Mr. Bibby, 
]>awnbroker, in Stanhope^ilre|et, CJ^r^-0ia^ip|t* 
Uj>oa your gramting my requcili I , delivered, the^ 
du|Jicates to, your. cle;ik,, Mr» Willis^ to g^ them. 
qut« And as you refufed to pay th« mtereil, I 
gave him a draft upon my jmother for the fum it 
came to, payable in fix months; which Mr. Bibby^ 
not knowing my frtuation at the time, and f«p^^ 
pofmg I fhauld Aiil remain in Parliament-^ilreetir 
2jGc6pted> ^ 

Mrs* Walker, I fihd^ had iiaformed yan of my 
fixed determination to leave you, fom« days be* 

for^^ 
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fore, though you affedled to be furprifed when the 
chaife came to the door. ' And when I went to 
Dublin, Colonel Sandford, your confident, ac- 
quainted me, that you likewife afFefted to be jea- 
Idus of a being, who, you was well afllired, was 
only the pleader of another's caufe. The abfurdit y 
of thfs fuppofition needs no comment. You know 
my difpoiition well. You know that I am every 
thing in extreme?, and defpife mediocrity, parti- 
cularly had I bean in love; which would have 
prevented my leaving my admired Strephon. 
But you make me a princefs Huncamuncai who 
Tays, 

<< I have a heart that*8 large enough for two; 
** IVe married }niai, and now PU marry you.** 

But you could not have any poflible right to 
eenfure my condufl, had it been fo, as the terms 
we were upon made me miftrefs of my own 
aflions. The falfity, however, of your wicked 
aflertions, was fully evinced by my going to Ire- 
land ; for had I liftened either to the noble Earl 
or his -Mercury, I fhoald undoubtedly have re- 
mained in England, as his Lordfliip's known gene- 
rofity would have enabled me to pay my debts, 
(though moftly contradted for you) and to have 
lived fplendidly* 
. - ^ You 
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I You were no ftranger, I am fure, to the truth 

I of this, for your intimate, Mr. M— of the war- 

I office, was well acquainted with it, as he came to 

IBriflol on purpofe to folicit the intereft of the 

noble Earl, who was then mihifter of ft ate. My 

feelings prevented me from falling into that con- 

I neclion. And with a noblenefs of fpirit, which 

does his Lordfhip infinite honour, inftead of being 

offended at my rejedlion of his fuit, he begged to 

be permitted to continue my friend, though I 

would not receive him as a lover. Had I been 

inclined to liften to his Lordfhip, his being married 

was an infuperable bar. I fhould not have taken 

the liberty to mention this tranfad^ion, had I not 

had his Lordlhip's leave, in order to exonerate me 

from the many falfe imputations you have thrown 

upon me, and which he himfelf has heard repeated 

at Arthur's. 

But to return to my jewels. — You will pleafe to 
recolle£l, that when I delivered you the duplicates, 
I gave you at the fame time receipts figned by 
Maifoneuf, Deard, and Lazarus, for fix thoufand 
three hundred pounds ; and requefted you to keep 
them till two great marriages, which were then in 
agitation, fliould take place ; as the cap-windmill , 
and one of the necklaces, togethei^ with my beft 

ear-rings. 



^8ft A LETTER T* 

«ar-rin|pj^ were o£ exquifite woricnumfhifitf I Hn* 
obliged ta be t^^ minute/ as I am fenfible your, 
memory, often fiwis you, efpecially where the cir- 
cumftance is neither luc!txitive not agreeable. How 
veil yovr kept this laft promife^ 1 ihall take the 
liberty ti&: remind you* 

When you prevailed upon Lord Tyrawley to 
come io\iti t6 Briflof, to u^fe his intereft with me 
to tcJturiv to PauKament-ftraet^ you artfully in-' 
fortuetl hhnof tfe^ coiitifiailj and liad the effrontery 
to fay you were ready to execute it. But in order 
io pre^reat ou r comiitg^^ to an explmation^ like a 
true difciple. of; Ma^hiavel, you prevafled upoi» 
CJenirid Hofiy^^ood.to accjMnpany his Lo4:dfi>ip«i 
You very well: k^w itiy fentiitaents, and were, 
^^Ff4i that bad yQU.p<>fliei&d the power of com** 
^fcatiogi Jtnw? : Qufs^emeB^jt my; a^yeriipn was to^ 
firmly rooted to confent. I fhould have rejefted 
your, hm)d with. fi:pi:a.- The jtrofeffions ypu made 
me> ev^rypoftj weie defpifed; aad your affeftin^j 
to. feel for my Idfs, was contemptible, even tok 
kuighter. 

• The aumeroas Apries propagated to my dif- 
advantage, I couM not hear till my return from 
Irelaod, and then I only heard part ; but a few 
days ilacel received full uxformatiou of the whole^ 

which* 



J. C A L € ». Al^ T/ Esq. tt$ 

which "forces tne ta call yeu a dark ^Jp^ffim. Upon 
my arrival ^ Ch^fter, my maid brougkit me a 
curious lettefj wherein, amiift naufeovis ^efef- 
cfiofi^ ^ 4Bnalt^rable aflfe^tioa, you mantioaiecl, that 
you had feat me the deed of annuity for ofte 
hundred arid twenty pounds, which y»iij faid it 
was- right thfat I fliould have ; not that yoir meant 
it for my provifion. What a pooi' *imfy artifiec 
which an infant could eafily dilcpv^r, a^ there 
was wrote upon the back of it in large letters, 
^ Counter-part of the deed of annuity affigned t6 
u ■, ■ ■ Morris, in truft for Mr. Davy.** I am 
not furprifed at your pcrfifting in duplicity. The 
wonder would be, that all your thoughts and ac- 
tions were not ftrongly marked with it. 

Upon my arrival in- Ireland, I received a letter 
from Alderman Cracroft, wherein he mentioned, 
' that application had been again made to you for 
payment of the annuity, and that on your peremp- 
tory refufal, which you had given, alledging that 
It was only meant for my fupport, and not to be 
difpofed of, they would . come upon me for pay- 
ment, if I did not return the enclofed power 
iignedj to enable them to fue for it. I accordingly 
figned and returned the writing ; and their arret- 
ing you for it, was owiiig to your own infolence. 

It 
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It was occafioned by your ungentleman-like be- 
haviour to Mr. Conft£^le> a perfon who, though 
not quite fo rich as yourfelf in money, was infi- 
nitely richer in integrity, propriety of demeanor^ 
and ^haraiSter. 

Why, at this time, did you not reproadh me 
witli being th^ caufe of that infult, as you after- 
Wards termed it? For ftill you peftered me with 
letters, but neither of them contained one word of 
this mighty event, which you ought to have ex- 
/ pefited long before, as it was threatened. Nor 
\yas there a fmgle word about the jewels. But 
as I would not write to you upon any account, 
I left that affair to the alderman to refrefh your 
memory; wh^i, to my infinite furprife, he in- 
formed me, in his next letter, that you had deli- 
vered them tQ Jefferies in the Strand, who had 
knocked them to pieces, and fold them for eleven 
hundred pounds ; though Maifoneuf, in his re- 
ceipt, had agreed to take them back, allowing ten 
per cent, for the time I ufed them. As moft of 
the capital articles w^re fet by him, it would cer- 
tainly have been not only more eligible, but more 
honejiy to have made application to him on the 
difpolal of them, or to any other jeweller, in pre- 
ference to a fword-cutler. 

Indeed,' 
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Indeed, I believe yDu was fo aihamed of this 
tranfaAion, that you ceafed perfecuting me any 
more till after my return to England. I will do 
you the juftice. to believe, that you would not 
have renewed yo^r folicitations therij but from the 
knowledge you had gained of a political party 
frequenting my houfe. And though the noble ^ 
Earl was no longer minifler, yet you hoped t;6 
make me once more the ladder to your ambition. 
But when you found all your endeavours fruitlefs, 
you moft wickedly poifoned the mind of my firft 
protetflrefs, by making her believe * it was her 
hufband that enabled me to live as I did. By 
thus clouding your calumny, with afluring her 

Ladyfhip that it was the Earl of H r^ who 

befriended me, you planted 'a dagger in my heart, 
which I was not made fenlible of till very lately. 

The bafenefs of this tranfaftion was cruelty in 
the extreme, as you well knew it was another 
Earl of H— — — that vifited me; and had alfo 
been well informed, that his vifits were not of a 
uature to give umbrage to any perfon, there being 
many others of the fame party. But what added 
to the iniquity was, your inuendo of my not only 
having an affair of gallantry with a married man, 
but with the hufband of the very lady who had 
prote<Sted me from my earlieft infancy. 

And 
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And even at this tioie you werit W^I <on- 

wmced, jthat I was difpofed o( to another. The 

idea of injorkig the peace of n)ind of ^«y perfon, 

is what my qati^re' fhudders at ; particularly of 

• one who had honoured me with tjie ftriileft inti- 
macy. ^ Indeed, I have always efteemed th« crime 

' of adultery equal to that of murder, as I know 
not any difference between being robbed of life, 
or the affedlions of the obje(£t which endears it. 

^ Thefe are notions which you have convinced the 
world, by your late connexion, that you have no 
idea of. 

I mull beg leave, though out of form, to rec- 
tify a miftake, under which I am informed you 
labour, about the vifit I paid you and your ina- 

' morata, at a certain houfe near Leiceft^r-fields, 
1 beg leave to riffure you, that I fliould never have 
iek the leaft fenfation ot jealoufy, had you cliofen 
to give a«y lady the preference to me, even whian 

' we were upon the bed terms. And this you murfl 

• be fati^fied of, if you will be at the trouble to in- 
veftigate my behaviour dviring the wretched years' 
I thought myfelf your partner, ' 

But your apprehenfions did not pTa!)ceed frdin 
that humane motive. It was the fear of my mta- 
lung your amour public'; which muft have been 

• ' prodtitftivc 
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|ftilftl«S^V^:9^1lti^ qp^pAfT^i^us <3Qnfequences^ both 
lo|rQMtyl^erf§ft.in4#oticQi:, My m'matis ingra- 
titi|de tKAS.Mfhut I ^flied to be conirinced of ^ 
{nit for diAty ycai might h|iv?e taken up ydur re- 
fidence ;t€g8tfaer'ifdr 'Ufe, and I fliouM have faid 
mtk^^r iievefaijry o^ a good riddance, ibb my 
♦^r^ritaUU* ' . 

/But ' lio iKtvm f 0nce< mpre to the jewebi-^ 
UpQn 4iiy goii^; ibon :tfter my arrival in £ng^ 
land, to a party at Lady St. Leger's, I was hot 
a littte fiwrprifed at.&eii^g my bracelets, which 
iwierc yer y r^marfcable, uppn a lady's arpis; nor 
5^as ;I J^ jfo, :vt :b#ing informed, that you had 
wfifted upoo her a^ceplii^g theoitfor the civility flie 
h^fhewnyour di^v^hter* Forthis.I was infinitely 
obliged to you^ as your reigning favourite was 
saibad example for a young mind to have in view. 
Xa^ Harrington, at lliie {ame^time, tdid me, that 
•your had prefeqteci your Del Tobofe, with my 
Ibeft ear-rings, and fcveral other jewels, which 
fornjerly belonged to me. 

I was noi longer at a lofs, how to account for 

itheir only amounting to the eleven hundred 

-^unds you faid they were fold for. But, indeed, 

[ you ai^ayfe *^^ generous, when you couldi be 

fo at the expende of others. For example; I 

vox* V. K will 
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will juft refrefli your memory, with the recoUec* 
tion of twelve pints of Sifary-'which Mr. Fox 
^ade me a prefent of. Wh«n 1 1 requefted a pint 
for a lady who was a particular favourite of mine, 
and whom, you profefled much to admire, it was 
with the greateft difficulty^one pint was obtained; 
as you alledged that you had given fix. to a fa»- 
•vourite ofr^our own, four to perfons you had 
expectations from, and kept the two remaining for 
yourfelf. . . - , . , . « 

Poor wretched being ! who knew not that fu- 
preme pleafure of dividing with others,' what 
providence has bteft you wiih. Indeed, upon a 
'retrofpe<9: of the partiality you have been favoured 
with by fortune, I could almoft adopt the Pagan 
fyftem, and fuppofe the blind lady prefided at 
your birth, and ftamped you another Midas* To 
<^rry on the allegory, 1 fhould farther fuppofe^ 
that you will tremble at paf&ng the Styt with 
Old Charon, and grudge even the penny. And 
how will you be terrified at approaching the 
three ftern judges ! But I will not frighten you 
before your time. With a conftitution impaired 
,by the moft extravagant indulgence, and inherit- 
rjing A painful malady, it can not be long ere you 
a^>pear before the moil aweful of all tribunals. 

But 
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But as weare Jbrbidd^i to give judgment, Ifliall 
only fey> ** The Lord have mercy upon you P . 
Wheii I informed Alderman Cracroft of your 
generotls donations of my property, which you 
could not ppffibly have any fclaim to, but for the 
two thotifaad poYinds Jent me'upoQ them ; as you 
never gave any pirt of.it, except ninety pounds 
fovthenewfettingnfptrigi hfc eompUmented you 
with a bit of parchmeilt. .This he did, in order 
to prevent any future 9dium falling on you, by 
an opportunity of pfodycing aiclear ^ount ia 
a court ofjuilice. ];:; - v ,: 

Not^ xame a number of letfters from you, which 
were unanfwered.' Whether our meeting in 
Derby-court, on a Sunday in January, was pre- 
meditated or accidiplRtid^ I knowj npt. I believ^^ 
«he iirft ; an4 that ^notnour of r^ard to me, but, 
as Ifcave before men^bned^ in Orderf to be intro- 
duced, through my Qfemifs, to Lord H.- .ti ^— ^ 
But had I again heen a dupe to your arts, my 
power here coiald not Jiave availed, as I never was 
but'once of the partfy; Indeed, die vifitors only 
paid ine Ihort iiZiw^^j before they met. And 
I can with* tk^uth ' ^ffin^y t n&fei Was of the com- 
pany but that once}' as Jl^dJBclined having any 
knowledge of tSieir pblitic«>i pri holding any con-*- 
verfetion with perfons in that line. 

K 2 Your 



Your ^lledted aigonies «iy^ idkis miyeiyiiiltiiii 
were truly ridiculous. Ymi ithesi :«iieh t to ^4a^b»^ 
houfe, 1 think the ^i«ce o( "Oimig^'s Head, >the 
comer of York-ftreet, St. Jatried^, ^from'wh^o$ 
you Ttrbte to'itte 'the'^!Ht1faetoUj&«-Wt«e^* lAM 
Kkewlfe feht ' i^ttx ^'N«itfe -^Cftttieroijoi'iafte, 'Jirfk4> «t 
that time pre&dcfid =^T^i^<hdii£Ei-keeiier> tp fthni 
^ur ^GiEitlfe, andrinipibr^ ?in]i)^itt:;9itie\lbc^iif ^ witk 

This was your ttft ^ttial-iiPfkjIl^ and whiA 
tarried with'it^he |Jrea^eBf>^^<*&l>ttjty of fli^ 
as you knew my partiality and gi^kude^or yout 
ambaffadrefs^ ; who ikafl not ttakf 'been ^attentive 
Co me, but had>afte6tionatdy foAetedmychildfeu. 
As I wtih to be your cm/idmt^,rmnantnmceri I rmift 
iiere ftop torcpnt ynuiiii diiiid^iifhat yimf^^ 
promi&d zne to: fettle, tnront^apttmsda.a yeaF.upum 
her. Bnt^^as I ^a've (bid daiefiaEre^ yQn)^z»:aimsLj» 
caref«l-te-ferget 'cveiy tbisg thatiyou wsere tiot 
inter efted in. Pandoti>nie, J^iiieaa only ih Jucx^a* 
ttveob]e£ts; for.a;|Mr^uf0|)tiK9USf|Mrid^^ di^veAed 
of(i^iiit,'itiade''yoxtr.^^6c{)llQ^)rai ^f^U&,'^fiasi(a^jfj;^ 
when yourth<Ma^ley0wffQlf^^l»egl^ 4^pijfod« 

Yet y«a \ winlcd ^tte Jf r^f*^/ri<& to refentrthe 
affront. Por to tte ftroeity ^f the? benr, yourjoia 
his docility, when . yqnr intsreft requires it ; and 

you 
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j^xh ^»ov^d. df^f^, Ij.xpe^it^j tnorucp to., aay fiddlft 
which tended to your emolument. You fee I ani 
willing, 4kv allpw you aU,. the good <jua^ities you 
poffefe,* m return for t^ie many bad ones you havQ 
jondefervedly loaded nje with, 
. You afterwards forced yourfelfinto myhoufej 
w^en.^flJuBifr^ t^xe aflSbfted agonies of love., (for- 
j^lve/me^i tliou chafte power, for daring to maka 
ui^ of tby faf red qame, when fpeaking of a being 
incap^^ble . pf . fpelij^g thy tender delicate fenfa- 
tions!) and ^nding all your fallacious endeavours 
VLJfihU, you atterppted to deftroy yourfelf. Upon 
this occafion you muft at leaft allow? whatevei: 
I formerly had beei;i>», that I Was totally obedient 
to youjj lyillf For^ acceding to your intention, 
1 entreated that, you would permit me to call in 
if^^ yy^tiiiefles ^Or^the Tragedy^ as, I deemed it a 
q^HjC-^lM^tfucIx.an efcfth&d character fhould make 
]^if exit, \^ith only one fpefft.^jror,, ^ 

.!^re.:ypu qauft ^ckap\7iedge^ that I gave you 

■ ■ » 

a.proofofmy not teitig y^.^^. You, however, 

C- • ■ t • 4 

foon retradled your tragic refolution, and put 
our fword into its fc«bbard« What a pity ! 
4,^ J9U gone off thus heroically^ yoU ilijgfit 
)iave> e&aped the iisputatioii .of b^ipg a mon* 



* 198 A LETTER TO 

• fter of ingratitude, and confequently a peft to 
fociety*. 

I hear I am indebted to the falflioods you have 
propagated ^e^ative to me, for being traduced in 
a wretclied performance which made its appear- 
, iince whiJft I was in Ireland. It was faid to be 
writteh by a being that cdlls himfelf a fea oflScer. 
But 1 can fcarcely fuppofe, that any perfon who 
denoAii^nales himfelf a gentleman, would write 
JTuch vile fluff of a woman he never was ac- 
quainted with, and who never injured him. I 
father think it was fome poor fcribblcr you had 
hired for that pur pofe. ; 

But to return to }erriiyn-ftreet— -— When yoii 
was convinced that there wai no poffibility of 
your being admitted iliore, you did not ftop at 
any falfhood to blacken and depriciate me. At 
the time my affairs rendered it neceff:^ry for me 
to go abroad, yoii again pretended a return of 
affedion. You offered ttie '^our houfe in Dor- 

fetihire; and when that was' abfblutely refufed/ 

' . •• . - '. \ 

* Piime iotdllgence to tkofe. who may not kiipw itr^Mr. Fpx 
o U r ul tod the gentkimju^ with a conversation he had with his J^oyil 
iAsuStstp under an injun^on of iecrefy. And he imprudentlj^ di- 
Vul^ ity to the prqudice oC hif noble benefaaor. WJUdi not ctdf 
•ccaiioned thofe fine lines in Churchiily but a poem entitled <« In« 

* gratitude.** 

you 



ycRp pope more jbound yourfelf to compromife my* 
debts in a year; though you were f^nfible I had' 
been enabled, by the prefents I had received^ and 
Mr, Calcraft's afliduous friendfhip, to leflen them 

When you found that I refufed to fee my 
children, if you was to accompany them, which 
you offered to do the approaching fummer, your, 
abufe began again; and you fent me an an- 
nuity, conditionally, upon my living abroad, 
together with two hundred pounds. As to the 
general releafe^ I could hiive no obje6lion to fign 
it, having no demand. But as I allowed feven 
hiihdred pounds for the annuity, you could not 
Have any right to profcribe my refiding in ling- 
land ; particularly as you well knew I fhould 
never trouble you. 

I mult now congratulate you upon a manoeuvre, 
which feems to Ihow that you alpired to be' 
thought an idiot. But this, indeed, you may do, 
to impofe upon thofe who are fhocked at yout 
unparalleled ingratitude^ which is reprobated even 
by your dependents, and thofe who fonnerly kept 
you company.' It appears, that you would ra- 
ther have the imputation of folly, than of com- 
plete knavery ; or elfe you would not have d^- 

K 4 fireS 
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be fo fimple as to imaghie, that ha^ this beeii 
reafly the cafe^ lie woiita have divul^d it ?' I 
riivift, howev^r^ iSfofe you, to my ha im^U mbr- 
tificatibn, aria fii'ir dijgface^ inat tfeey are, IfOfi^ 
fidey your 6^n» Ari^ give me credit for the de* 
claratiori, wheii I fay,' that I wdiild have pf-efef* 
red the iiioft abjecf being to your wretchecl feff / 
who, la my oj)imon, are a compotind ot cyerjr 
vice, vpjganty, and meannqls. But as ^purpar 
triotic principles coincide witn thofe of Mir,^ 
iPotherJide^ this m^flake, upoii recojle^ioh, is nol 
to be wondered at. 



.M 



You have lon|^ made me fuffer, ih .filence,^ rfie 
Jofs of the good opinion of the* world, and tjl^ 
averted eye of cold contempt; but thefe, im*, 
portant,,ad tliey.ore, cannot con^piu-e.to the px>ig- 
rvant torment of my mind* 7!!^ deviation fronv 
virtue, even .vfith a beloved objec^^ ,is ^^tended 
with fevere j?pfle<SVion and remprfe. How much 
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* Mr. H.— never fpoke in parliament but once, ^henjt how» 
ever^ he fpoke rcroarkatly welK 

more 
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niofe fo 9|L^$ i^y %iC|tioa^ b^ ^^l^en^ leaving 
Imti ft) JWiny yfJ^fs iHe ^^pei of your artificas, 
I fcfel fliyfelf redu^ to fejf-cpi>t€|ttfjt, from bc- 
iilg ^0nneft^ with a perfon .who h^s bpen always 
the objeft of my diflike, but is now of my aver- 
fion ? 

I had like jtQ bfive f<^rg^ l^e qbl^^^t^n I 4ie 
under to yoii for bj:^a^ii^ gp^ my cabraet, which 
I had ordered l^o b^ feoft to my mofher'st As 
you chofe to iwep che pieee pf furoiture, yo^ ima* 
ginedthe contents ©f it ought likeyvife to be ypui'ft 
H^ being ceiTvtia^ you coyld fee iHotJiii:^ if^ it dxal 
could gi'v^ you pjea^^ri^ I af^ iEicUn;^lp %o fpr-^ 
give yott» J h^hA Jiy^i honpfeyor, that tOiprefupxc 
to look into the jCionfid^rvtial letters qf any perfon^ 
without permiilitoy would ihock any one who 
pofleiied the leaft degr^ of re&itude or propriety. 
But I forgot Iw^s addceffijig you^ who are ijotfeu-^ 
fible^to boCh. 

The «fc you >n>a^ of this cijf c\^ipilance> which 
I have already mentioned, and have but lately 
acquired a knowledge of, doesjroK infinite honour. 
And at the fame time, the ^continued e/leem:2ni 
lading frundjbif of the noble Earl, redound to 
minf. To mortify youftiiimQce,:thdfeare likely 
to continue, in ^fpite of ill ^oUr machinations* 

K 5 1 take 
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I take tbrs oppOTtnnity to declare, that I'nfivcr- 
received a prefent from Lord Harrin^toti, but of - 
one fifty pounds; tehich I bfelieve was intended^ 
as a return for the toys I purchafed for Lord 
Petei-fham. 

But leafl this declaration ihould be fuppofed 
to carry with it a defire to be refto^ed to Lady 
Harrin^onV good graces, I muft beg leave to 
fay, that I have alteady declined many invitations^ 
to Harrington-houfe, froni her Lady ihip herfelf;, 
who thought fit to employ, upon the occafion, a 
nobleman fhe concluded 1 could n^ refufe. This 
Will* no kfs a perfonage than ComtQ Haflang.- 
Bur thdujgh I feel every- fettfa^km of gratitude 
for her Ladyfhip, yet no inducement will ever 
prevail upon me to aflbciate with any perlbn, be- 
their diftincftion ever fo high, who can harbour 
for a moment a fufpicion of that fincerity I 
make my boaft. As fuch a condefcenlQon would; 
lefien tne more, if pofl&le^ iamy own opihioni 

, As I make ho doubt but her Ladyfhip will read: 
this; and as I have reafon to be aflured: of her 
partiality for mef if you are .admitted into her 
houfe 'at this time, I think you may bid adieu to. 
an^»//^at that jnefidencew; I had every refpef): 
for the noble Earl at 'the.Stablerjfard ; but: it t^as^ 

fo 
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fo diftant, that I never fpoke to him in my life 
but at table. Nor can J put his attradlions, 
I mher perfonal or mental^ in competition with 
the one in qiaeftion ; the qualities of whofe .mind 
land heart, make him efteemed and revered by all 
who have the happine{s of knowing him. 

Were it poffible to enumerate your meaa 
a£lions, they would fill volumes. One^ how- 
ever, of a Angular kind, I muft remind you of; 
and that is, your refufing to keep the horfes which 
were given me ; though, when in town, you daily 
drove a pair of thenr. 

When I fent you word, fome ffiort time fince, 
that I was arrefted for the champaign 1 had wrote 
for, hj your ortkr, to Mr. Woodfield, to fend to 
Germany, you refufed paying it, nothwithftand- 
iig your clerk affured me, that you had fet it 
down in the Marquis's account. You refufed to 
pay it 'y. rightly judging, that I was under too 
many obligations to his Lordfhip, to fet fuch a 
trifle ia competition with the favours he had con- 
ferred upon me ; and you pr^umed likewife, upon 
his being in Germany ^t the time. 
- Further, when I was applied to by Mr. Fin- 
more, for fix and thirty pounds, for claret for your 
tawL table, through my* indifcretjijon in writing 

K 6 for. 
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for it, by your order likewife, I peeempt^rfly re*- 
fufed to difchatge h; nothwithAahdit^g ypur 
hieannefs iti telling liiih,. that I h^ ordered ti!^ 
Wine for my own ufe, and therefore yofU wopld 
not pay for it. A oircumft^nice you ought to 
have been afh^med to ^ell hiiH) had 4 ever dealt 
with him. But you was confcious of the fallacy 
of the aflertion ; as, for the lafft four years I was 
in your houfc, I liad ^1 tl^ wine for my own 
company from Mr, Tourijeville, and no other 
merchant. 

As a friend, I would adviCe you to fettle thig 
-dirty affair as fcyon as poffible, for I am determi-- 
nedto conteft it. Not that you c^n iland inoi 
more contemptible light than you do, for \ vap^ 
fay of you, what Cato fays of the £m|>eror9 

« Catiar aiham'd^ Has he not feen Phariklia ?** 

As to myfelf, you are fenflblel tiever ^rfr^^jrife 
any wine before iliyillnefi,b\lt wh^ ^f^^idildfiid^: 
and that illnefs was occdJRoiied by y^ttt ^^c^SHjf 
love, as you termiflieH it. From dith exe^fffis, 
good Lord deliv(hr We, imd all^Aofis mifeapj^ 
beings, who are deceived by fliih^i^tilcs^^ ^4i- 
(elf! . - 

Though rather tiut of diie courfe, I latere* 

fcrved fomc of your chief tFquvrei for a bonn$^ 

iouchi^ 
\ 
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ioudbem I ftaV begin with the affair of Mr*. 
Sparks^ You^Keried inta a joint bond with me 
to Sparks, for four hundred pounds which: I bor-» 
rowed of him, to pay Mr. Smith of the Exche* 
quen For this upon your pleading want of 
money> you gave, a frefli bond, and put off the- 
payment till the year following. And after our 
feparatjoiiy you moil unmanly reported, that you 
had given me the money to difcharge the: dlebt*. 
This was one of the moil: ridiculous falAioods^ 
you ever advanced. It is evident to a perfon of 
the weakeft underftandkig, that had you givect 
me the inoney^ yon certmnly would not have re- 
mewed the obligatioiu An aflertiod of this kind 
is but a tri^ to you, for you are fo accuftomed to 
i»titruth^, diat you ibidom ftartle at the moil 
glarings 

But inorder to fet thi»a£ikir in a clear light^ it 
ffiU. be n^ceflSiry for me. to irepeat an event, which^ 
though it may affi>rd a proof of my indifcretion^ 
I hope will not blacken my heart. Upon my 
haying, loil a ^codiiderable fum at play, I requeiled. 
you tO'let^me four hundred pounds till my be- 
xieiit. 'Be fo good as to recolk(9:, that this was^ 
\ »6t i^pon Sparks's account. When I made the 
i»q^eil,:you told me that you would grant it, oa 

conditioQk 
4 
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Condition that I would flay at home the fame 
evening. Nay, ycra • \rent 'farther ; for ymi dfe- 
fired a female intimate to inform me, that you 
would pay all my debts in the morniiig, if I Would 
ceafe to be cruel, * • 

Thdugh I ftiuddered at the propofal^ as I fliould 
have done at the 'fight of a bafilifk, yet neceffity 

• made me confent, as I had conipany of my own 
to pafs the evenuig. Soon after eleven o'clock. 
Lady H — -^n called in, and infifted that I fhould 
accompany her to a party in Arfirigton-ftreen 
You had then lent me the mon^y^ and clainied 
fny promife; but the two female fViends, who 
had fpent the evening with us, preparing for 
home, and her Ladyfhip ftrongly in^ging me to at- 
tend her,' I accepted her invitation, and /left you 

to indulge your own pleafant fancies. 

It being a very finfe li^rnihg, Smd tny chair 
being at Harrington-hotifei we all agreed to run 
down the Green Park, Here I have every reafon' 

* 

to believe "I loft my pocket-book; a^ the 
nobleman who honoured me with his arqi, no-' 
f iced the jingFing of fomething iit^ my pocket,' 
and pleafantiy enquired if 4 carried' the keys of 
flie houfe aliout tne, -TKis noife I apprehend' \<ras^ 
owing to the lock, wWchj in- dancing, had'hrought 

up- 
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up the bo<]3c. I am: the more confirmed in this 
coDjediM-e, as a^gentiemam of known veracity,, 
acquainted me, that he: faw:^ perfoxi {Hck up the 
book^ By this you fee, I allow, that I kept very 
early hours. 

This lofs of mine was not known for fome 
time to any perfon in the &mily, except Clifford 
and Kiyfelf, aoftwlthftandipg ijfc w^as advertifetd,. 
with the offer of a haodfome. reward, exclufive 
p£the bank-notes it contained, for a paper which 
was in it. How you got pofleflion oi that pa^tr^ 
or the advantage you made of it, 1 leave to yoqr 
own feelings. Though, indeed, your heart is 
callous to every proper fenCation, and I could wifli 
to explain this fa6l, more fully to difplay your 
re^itude\ I fliall, however, only fay with Oroonoko, 
" Our gods have no punijhment for fuch unheard-of 
** crimes^ 

The bills you at that timfelent me, you have 
fince affirmed, were given me to pay Mr, Sparks. 
How then came you afterwards to demand the 
money of me, and abfolutely to receive it at the 
flipulated time? It was vfery Impro'bable I 
jQiouId borrow money to take up your bond. 
But you well^now, it 'was borrowed to pay Mr, 
Shaftoe a play debt. To my fhame I own it. 

What 



. 
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What ism itsrnartcire rwtong^ sio wqc&$ ^Qi p^Jf^ 
liateir I anip' abdve ;tbe lovr art of endeav&ormgv 
to extenuate my jfeults. I fhave made ithe ivoiild 
sny ccmfidente iev^ ithcd I lauached into it, aod 
after fo many years of ingenuoufnefs, it tvouM 
be folly in the extreme to attemiit to d6 fo* BVit 
to you I cannot be reffiDn£bIe, as d^emk{&rif yxm 
have brought upoti me, deferves the mci& pnLijkd^ 
ted contempt aind reprobation* ^ 

It would not only be abfurd, but fruitlefs, to 
:ffe£l ' liiyftery. Had not your great afF^ftioA 
induced you to load me with obloquy, the world 
would not have fuppofed me culpable in leavitt^ 
you. Though I muft acknowledge, that the 
generality of mankind ufually give larger credit 
for error than any other ccwnmodity ; and I have 
been favoured, through your generous afliilance, 
with over-meafure for my indifcretions. 

You well know, that the firft fix years of our 
connexion, 1 was totally infenfihle to happinefs, 
and in a perpetual buftle to promote your intereft. 
The laft four were perfeftly miferable; ind it 
cannot be a matter of furprize, that I ran into difj^ 
ipation to avoid thought. In this, however, a^ 
1 have already faid, I w^ only culpable to tli^ 

world 



•w^M ani iciyfdQ a^ ycftr could not pofiiUy have' 
any' light, to eeiyftife .vaf conduftv M^i hatred 
was ifiykicible; and I never etitered your detefte^ 
refidenoe^but Wkh the moiS piercing regret* Eymi 
my childreh i^oft dlfpleafed> froai thdr unfor- 
^hate proxJfflSfy iof yoto. 

A5 yoor afifeftfced wife, you rfttrft own that 1 
did iwtffv than my diiy. And had I really iioved 
you, I could not have been more anxiousy etthet 
io promote your iritereft^ to hide yoi<r igitorance^ 
6r to Ctirb yotit inteinpel-atnc^. The latter g^ 
iiersiHy endSed^ With itiy btihg employed in t&$ 
fleifing avocatioh of an^rfe/ Arid evenTn-'tha* 
f toXxM not pleafe, as you well kriew it was not 
from affection that I tended yoiij but Yrorti wh^t Jt 

then thoiight my duty; 

I fliill tkb^Ty ill df^et td cohVittcfe thii t^drf^ d# 
(fee bbligations I realfyYiQ under to you, take a 
retroipecSlive view of the pecuniary traritadtionS 
whicn liave pafled between us* In the firft place^ 
. I fhall enumerate the fums I have received froni 
jroiii ihd then, pir cantra, fet down the ^dvan- 
tagfe^ that have arifeh to you from o\irH3ni<ih. - 

If th^ 'bank-notes I received in the l)t^k ebvet 
caUie from ybu^ which is very much t6 fe dbt^btedi 
I am to ft and indebted to you for that 1600 1.-*^ 

Toward* 
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Towards the expehces of a ball which I gave oir ^ 
your. daughter's birth-day, yon • font; me io5ly— i 
You made me !a prefent of fyourpidjire, in minia^ 
twre, fct with jrofe diamonds, .yalvie aoU — ^You 
Ukewife gave me a fecond-hand rc?peater, which 
coft 35 1. — You paid for, new-fetting a di^inond 

fprjg 9Ql.-r-You fetjtled on n^ a|i gn^uity of one 

> 

hundred and twenty .pounds; but a^not oqe ye;^r 
pf it has been paid, I cannot confider royfelf as - 
indebted to you for it. — I received, to give up the ^ 
contra(El bond, and to drop the fuit commenced . 
againft you for the diamonds fold by Jefieries, [ 
2polv— You granted me aii additional annuity of 
9ne hundred pounds a year, which I received for 
four years; the amount confequently is 400 L-r- 
You fay, that the expences attending my indifpo* 
fitions whilft with you, but for which I have only 
your bare ipfe dixit, amounted to the fum of 900 L 
•— Thefe are all the fums of money that you epc^ 
pended, or are fuppofed to have expended, upon 
me during our connection. 

. Now behold the other fide — ^were I. to be paid 
by you for. the fix years ^avery I underwent 
with yo% and the four years mifery^ it would 
ai;noupt, at the moA reaiponablp ^calcuUtipn, to a 
very confiderable fum; but for that Ifiaall leave a 

blanks 
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blank. — ^To proceed to articles fdr^\Wiich I can 
mate a* charge. — ^There is due to me upon the 
receipts for the diamonds, allowing thirteen Imn- 
dred pounds paid for the falhion, 3000L — ^Had 
the annuity of one hundred and* twei^ty pounds 
been regularly paidv it* would have amouhted^ for 
the fixteen years due, to 1920I.— lexpendisd^ 
during my refidence with you, eight years^ receipt* 
at the theatres, amounting to ^600 !• — ^You re-^ 
ceived General Braddock's agency, which "y6tt 
had upon my acco^mt, four years, at three, hiln- 
dred pounds per annum, 1200 1.-^— The General 
likewife left you, upon his* deceafe, conckidittg- 
thit we Were married^ full 7000! .^-^Lord TyraW- 
ley's agency, which you procured through me, 
and of which you prbmifeil me the emoluments, 
brought you in at leaft five hundred ' pounds 
yeafly, for feveil years, which amounts to 3566I; 
--General MordaunVsi, which you procured by 
th^ fame means, yielded you three hundred a year 
for fi3t years, i8oal. — General Lafcelles's, the. 
fame fura ye:lrly for nine years, 2 7cx)l.-^Yoa 
had of mine five' coach anti two faddle horfes, 
worth 250 L -i-Together with a town cbs^riot^' 
q«it€ aew, which cpfb 147 1.-^1 p^ for C^m- 
paigne, which, agreeable t6 your requeft, L Wrote 
JFor to fend the Marquis of Granby, and which' 
< ■ *• you 
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you, qfa^i^rtQ^ his LordJ[|]^ij>'$ accpunt^ SoI»*-n^ 
ex|>^i^d,upoi|i jQur brother^ Ci^taui Calcrdft, a^ 
the Ac^dmty^ and for other neceffaries, 350J. — I 
likewiie paid for cloaths, ice. . for your flfter^ 
dujfiDg^£]( y^r^y the fym of 400 1.-^— I paid Mrs* 
Jp^illi'js^^iU for r^4?/ nccellaries^ 160I4— 'I laid out 
in,biHl<iU^ia-l?|:^-hQu(e, ice,-hpufe> &€• :^t HoU*- 
>^pp49 ¥£9n the fuppofittoa that it would be minf 
a»4 n^y .daughter's after ^9^, 4XX)1.. — ^To this, by 
W2iy olteoncli^ioig artifilCf I ^aay add^ that I fa^vei 
diEMring; thd £r^ ^aChanjael-rQW^ your books, fur- 
.J[)'HNi|^> andr t^iiiteen hvnd^ed ppuud^; iu Q^^ Ufico^ 

- ,^a,viiig ttiijs, eaumera(te)4 the diflferent it^mst X 
I^ave you, whq are fp gr^at arv adq>t ia figures^ t^ 
draw the balance^ You will foon fee, that it ia 
jgff^i^jnnayi favour; arw):,! requefl; th^t yoia wHJ^ 
fcp^iueatdj^^t for t^e J^ toon a». poffible^ ift 
qr4er tp, ^px^cludp/ ^}i tr^jpfa^ipn^ betweQn us* ^ _' 
I thp]qgjit t,95haverfoj)c^uded b^re: but^yojj ipi?5i 
perpiit me juft to add»!th:«:, I have often. -beei^ 
^mpted'to think there y^as jopt^i fallen angol iii 
:|ll iPandaEtt^oniun^i,,^ tp wl^i^h^,!, cu;>uld43pt,fefe;p[^f{ 
aiUving chara^eri^ ,¥)C^ % bo^erpr, ifi |J^ 

~ « When ifhli k^^dMd^reir a& tlte^ e^i^idii^Wflesiificfit, MM i 
|>erf»B finartkig uadir ^ie moft n^^atcd-iiiiuriesp' ai^ wiflck |us 
long fince fubfidcd; 4ue aUowancc> it is to be hQ^ed^ will bt xhadfc 
fbrtheftvcrltyofit^ 

litude, 



€itiide^,^ti^nrcetitil every dther mort^j^fof yeu }ial^ 
pride equal to Lucifer, though ydu want his i^irit; 
to whidi are ^dded the turbuleiice 6(''MoioSh, and 
^h^ avarice of iMfcm»iWi--^<)u^fee Iamftittdefirc>«$ 
of introducing yt>\i kito good company. 

'It "i^as v^i:iBfp61itic ftrt you to Taid y<ktf*li^ 
^ter'^tb'dte, le difl^de'lnte^om ^>i^lij(htiig'ihi9 
Letter. You fuppofed, that iHyHFtgati^^for turn 
«nrMifd |>feveht rae from expoiing him in his rela- 
tion ; but no power on earth fliall prevent me 
from doing it. If I am amenable to the laws of 
my country, for making known, in this manner, 
my injuries, and your perfidy, carry your threatf 
into execution. No martyr that ever fuffered in 
the caufe of religion, refigned themfelves to- their 
fate with greater chearfulnefs. Even death fhall 
not deter me. 

Before I conclude, I moft folemnly afliire you, 
that neither Mr. Woodward nor Mr. Kelly, who 
I find are the marked objefts of your refentment, 
ever faw, heard, or read a fingle line of this Letter; 
and that I have neither been abetted or aflifted by 
any living creature; nor has any living perfoa 
perufed a line of it, but one gentleman, who took 
l^iQ ^Quble^ of reading four pages ; when being 
tired <rf" fo worthkfs a fubjeft, he threw it down, 

in 
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in^rder to purfue his favourite ftudy of ;ftchymyv 
with his, refearches after the Philofopher^s Stone. 

Yet let me again proteft to you, that. every 
, article which I am acquainted, with, and which 
you are fo apprdbeniive abput, is a$ (ecurely locjced 
.in my h^^il, as it U in yourbofom— fq farewell.— 
: << Read/thi% aqd thea to |brea|(faft fwith wl^at ;yp7 
t^*^etifieyoun0iay%'? j , . > • 
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LETTER, cm. 



. May4, 178^ 

jtVs I can hiiv« no> doubt, Madam, fcom the 
frien4fkip you have ever profeffed for me,* that 
you intereft yourfelf in whatever concerns m^, 
I will now give you an account bf the principal ^ 
events relative to inyfelf, that have tiikefh place 
fince the commencenient of the prefent year 1785. 
I fear the recital will, now and. then, dj^w a Ggh 
from your fympathetic heart ; yet, as ydu willfcfe 
from it that my profj[^fl:s be^in to brighten, and 
that the dawn of a tranquillity to which I had ' 
long been a ftranger, already tinges the horizon 
of my future diys, Itruft the^x^iforeyou receivfe 
from it will overbalance the pain it gives yoU/ '- 
You muft know-then, that the 'emolument I 
reaped ^rbm^flie fale' bf the copy bf my <* Apology,^ 
as I was at the titne greatly involved, wettt imme- 
diately, as far as it would go, towards fatisfyin^j 
thofe creditors. Having fhtii drained myfelf of 
every guinea, I -was unfottunately' compelled to 
cdntra^a firefS d^bts> ^o^ftlppdrt^a wretched exitf- 
ehce. V^^" ■ '''' ''' ''-■ I "^ •' '■•' ■ '- '^ - 

Among 
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Among thefis, was one of fourteen potrnd« for 
my lodgings And as I had, hy fome means or 
other, incurBedthe diHike of the woman of the 
houfe, the expe6tatibn of future advantages from 
a generous public, when my ftory came to b« 
jtai)oim^c(^aid:oot pmmre for metherl^ I^jty, 
Ww9tA )Vf(h%t , CAsfe tbp mvf t^r^cy ipf tbls^ ^|f<9n 
/p«^"l«» Luever c^«ld vConP^4V0, as^ ^ays ip^fk 
jit ipy ftudy to oblige her, as far as lay in .piy 
ijppiver; but (o fudi a height was it rifen, hy4M 
^im^ the diebt h^d accvmuli^ to the.fiim hhqp- 
^iofi^ itj^t* writ was t^k^ Qijit agaipft m^, 
.a»d a,i)pkeriCs.lo^cer iftfirpduc^ i^to a|iy ^par^- 
fnf^nt, tp fei[v^ it, Ify hgrfelf. And to m^e tl^ 
fl^apture as rVi^xatious^ expenfive^ ^nd di^racjeft^l 
^^po£^ble,. I w:as^ honoured with the vifit abqiit 

Mr.E^ft^^ . , , 

jfj.^ux\;q^t^ jio ii^.,fy^t&g^o^[ Ifer^-cpurt, in 
cthe T^wple>vft>robt^i^ a r^life firj9pi,tbi%^f- 
^^grqeable ^fiair* But thp^gh the.^ajy^ce^, pf i;ny 
^%;uj:Qr w^s tjiu^ djefe^t/pdihy ^e jcind 1^1-9?^- 
vfer^nce^^f iJ^ijl^^ yet fo ipjxoiil fou^, 

^at /i[t ,.i^s«, n^ ,^1^ the 1^ ajbatpd. g^ag^d,^ 

fought out every perfon to whom I happened /fe> 

be 



})€ indebrted; and by every argument fhe cdvM 
devife, prevailed upon them to ferve me wilfe 
copies of writs* The coftfequence of this was, 
thjtt the debts were increafed thereby td four time* 
tte fum they origiaally had been* 

Td zM td the^ diftrefs' wtM(<h th«i pouf^ iti 
upon- ttej halving negteCled). thf»6tagh tidt und^r- 
ffai^fig^ the law, tb haVe one of the writs pr6pei4y 
ahfWeredy f was^ fe^^ 'vrtth aifi attachment fot 
c€Mempt of court; art* beilig tfttabte to fotisfy 
the^demandv wafs recced* to pay a> Vifity once' cftefti^^ 
to the grated' manfioh of Mi*. Parfons; 

My intrbdWdlion to that gentleman was ovv-ing, 
as I have already informed you, though I did not 
then mention his name, to my indifcretion in ac- 
cepting a bill, as already related, for Mifs Smitl^ers, 
the unwdrtliy woman who deceived both my fon 
Methani and myfelf. Upon this occafion J was' 
ftill iHori^ obliged to Mr, Batten, as 1 was not 
th^ rftiftf^fs of isl fingie fhilling. That " the mc^- 
fttfe* of rfty misfortunes may be heaped, nriy Icirii^' 
hoflf would not fufFer me to quit his houfe, V^Wtf-* 
out fomething to' remember him ; for before I de- 
parted, he prefented me with anotlier ' copy of z 
writ for five guineas, which liad been fome time 
VOL, V. L due 
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due to^him, kt coiifequence of the above-mentionofl , 
bill. 

Thefe repeated diftrefles alnioft <lrove ipe once 
more to defpair, as I could fcarcely hope to be 
extricated from them. But at length, through 
the generous affiftance of the Dufrhefs of Bolton, 
the Duke of Montague, his Grace of Rutland, 
Earl Mansfield, Sir Firancis and Lady Baflet, Lady 
James, Mrs. Hailings, a generous incognito, and 
my highly- vali^ed Mrs. Bull .(wbofe friendOiip> of 
ivhich I am proud, I am indebted to my diftreCi 
for, as I had ^ot the honour of knowing that lady 
till my <* Apology" appeared), the cloudbegan to 
difperfe, and I had every reafon to hope, that I 
fhould foon have been freed from the debts I had 
lately incurred ; when I received a vifit from Mr. 
Nay lor, who brought me in a long bill for under- 
taking and carrying on the fuit relative to the falfe 
arreft I have already given you an account of. 

Nothing could equal ray furprize upon the 
occafion, as I had paid that gentleman feven 
gi^ioeas and a half towards the expence ; and 
from hi$ ^ot having made any demand for up- 
wards of five years, I could not poflibly entertain 
an idea that I was his debtor* In this dilemma, 

I again 
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1 again confulted Mr, Batten, to whom^ as I havo 
jufi faid, I am fo much obliged* 

I ikouid have informed you, that the pleafure of 
firft knowing this worthy man, was owing to his 
calling upon me from the late Mr* Woodward's 
brother, whofe attorney he is, to folicit my con- 
fent that the executors fhould deliver up the 
bond. &c. of his, which they found among Mr. 
Woodward's papers after Tiis deceafe. To this 
requeft I readily affented; and I have figned a 
writing for that purpofe, wherein I give up what- 
ever claim I may have to the debt. And as there 
is no other perfon that can have any claim, I hope 
Mr. Batten's endeavours in behalf of his client, 
will be crowned with fuccefs. 

Having now given you the gloomy and diftrefs- 
iul part ^ the incidents which have befallen me 
fince the commencement of the prefent year, I will 
proceed to inform you, as I am well aflured the 
information will afford you pleafure, that I have 
every profpeft of being <:omfortably fituated for 
Me. 

Even independency, however, is not fo flatter- 
ing to a mind like mine, as the being cherijhed and . 
patromfeAhj ^tXtxA-^ good ^sxdi virtuous of the age. 
Such a fituation muft exalt even the faulty to a 

L 2 * degree 
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dtfgree of tranfcendfent pleaftrrc^ not ta fafjr t^ttiity; 
And I may, with tWe moft gratteftrl feeling, re- 
peat thofe lines wiiidi Loid Lanfilown! twtroteidn 
therwindow of theapomndnt^ in the Tow^^ where* 
Sir Robert' Walpole (rftferward^ Earl of Orford) 
waS' Gonfinedv 

G ood uneapaded^ c^il'U ftAiefi fe p» ! 

Appear by turns, as^fortuue ftiifts the fcene. 
Some raised by fbrtutie, tumble down amain> 
Andfall {obafid,Jth9fy bound and nfi again. 

But what fmgular plealure. nsafi. I eiGfSsrienee . 
from being: ftill patrcxnifed-byf the noble. defcendant 
of two exalted charafters^ whom I laved and ad-' 
mired when living, and, revere, and r^^t nofw-^ 
they are no more. Bnt why do I fay regret, 
as fuch goodhefs. muft be happy; and J blame. 
rayfelf for being fo felfifh,. as their unoubitablp 
felicity ought to have prevented the frequent tears 
Ihave.fhed.for their lofs. 

I liiuft add,»that the Duke of Ru«?kn{i?8.inu»i?-- 
ficence, though it relieved me from an urg^wt' 
diilpefs^ was iiot: fo acceptable- ta me a6frthe% ^e- 
gant letter with wtiich his Grace hbnomieAme*; 
The firft adminiftered. to my* 4iftceft^> the l^t^er 
will ever be gratefully impri^iSbd upon my mindk* 

This 
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^is pi&lic acknowksdgnient of my gratitude 
3flDaiiiitt>t withhoidr; but all thofe who have jcon- 
ifecied ^igoticoFis lupon ia£ will xio dfarther re- 
tnember them, than in having had the fvpreme 
happinefs to relieve the diftreffed. The mind of 
goodnefs is not confined ,to a 'Tituu ^I have had 
the heart-feit'fatfrfadkion -of 'finding, ^hat the be- 
nevolence and phiUnthropy of that Emperor, is 
poflelTed by many ; and can fay, from experience, 
with my worthy old friend Dr. Young, 

But fome^grsat Ibiils, and toucbit >«H<h iMumth diviiicy 
^ive.gold a pnce«aiid teach i^ beams itot^iioe. 
All hoarded treafures they repute a load,; 
Nor think their wealth their own, till loell hefivw*d» 
' <>:fiand refervoin of pubUc happinefs, 
Throiigh Secret .floeams ^iffuiivQiy they i^lefis. ; 
And while their bounties glide concearxl from view, 
Hellorfc our wants, and fpare our bhilhes too. 

Let me not ap|)ear an^otift, when I declare, 
tbat I aever felt mifery without the recolleLftion 
jof a .Belifarius I nor ever had the means of aiFord- 
ii^ relief Isoiie wretched, tut that jirjl cf men wsw 
•faiTeinaft in .my tibioughts. 

1 know I muft expeft the moft illiberal abufe 
that falfliood can invent, from thofe of whom I 
have told difagreeable truths. Eut whatever in- 

L 3 difcretions 
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difcretions I may have been guilty of, I defy tRct 
blackeft malice to cenfure my prefent conduct. 
I , have, however, the fatisf a£tion to be able* to 
fay 



* 

9 



^ The more I am defamed, my mindf 
Like pureft linen laid in open air, 
'J hf more 'tis bkachM ihall whiten to the vieww 

As to the perfon, through whole cruel treat- 
ment I have fuffered the inconveniencies I have 
done, he is too much below contempt for me to 
beftow a th(Hight upon his publication* \ ^^.Let 
^* the gain jade wincey our withers ate unwrung^ 

As Mn Townley Ward, who is an honour to hi^ 
profejfion^ has kindly undertaken my caufe, I have 
every hope to be refcued from his power. I 
fhall call upon Mrs^ Boys, a hdy of t\\ejiri/ieji 
integrhyy ahd moft unblemiftied reputation, to 
vouch for the truth of what I have aflerted re- 
lative to his ufage, as flie was witnefs to the un- 
paralleled infolence and barbarity I was treated 
•with. To Mr. Batten, whom I fiave juft men- 
tioned, and who is a gentleman of too much redli- 

• Drydcn's Amphitryon. I have taken the liberty to fubftittjte 
the word mikd for virtue, which is vfed in the original. 
\ Hamlet, Aft IH. Scene 3. 

tude^ 
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tuie to tell an untnrth, and too much feeling 
to fubmit to a mean adlioit, he repeatedly faid he 
Would not oppofe an amicable bill, if we filed 
one. How well he kept liis promife, fome of the 
foregoing Letters will fliow. I do not wifli my 
afleveration to be taken, but fuch incontrovert- 
ible teftimonies of thofe who are fiving to witnefs 
my aflertions, cannot be difputed. 

But I have kifled the rod with patience ; and 
now find, that the effedts of black adverfity are 
fweet, as they teach us our own infirmities. Fre- 
quent difappointments make us hope forgivenefs 
for error, and' when paft, gives us a foretafle of 
heaven* 

Now retiring to the f^Veet converfation of a 
few worthy intimates, I blefs my benefadiors, and 
adore my God, 

' G. A. B. 



LETTER CIV. 



May S, 1785. 

1 Know the goodnefs of your heart too well to 
think any apology needful for fending yoii the 
tcopy of a letter which breathes fuch a fpirit of 

L 4 true 
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true philantJirQpy, good iknf^y and polit^Aeft, u^ 
the 'follpwing dQe$, Thoijgh I bad .related ev^ry 
,inateriaj -ciirquroftanpe Jthat I qp^ recQUefSl, ^ 
h,ad confequeotly taken leaye hpth of yourfelf and 
my readers in piy precedjrig ^iftle, yet I mjtrft 
add another, to Jet you ihiace with ine in the fa- 
1;isfa£lion I have receiv,ed frpw ^if. Yoji will fejS 
^y the date that it is but juil ,cpipe to hsmd^ .aojl 
could not have been inferted b^^fore. 

The flattering rn^ark^s erf ^agproboitjon she .un- 
known wjriter is pleafed to beflow upon tpyp^ijjx- 
lication, the comjpaffion for my .lufferiqgsj8xe.fp 
delicatdy , imparts, thejcomfort fh(? fp kindly adr 
minifters, and her friendly wiQies for my ^tjjytJli^ 
w.elfare, h^ve made an 4niprefliQn upon^my i;und 
that will never.be eradic^t;ed j and I fei^e the.oji- 
fortunity, which now prefents itfel^ of jretU]cai*l|; 
^e humape incognita, thus publicly, my acknow- 
ledgments. 

As you know jgy ^J tofcJP ^ i^ of that ««- 
felfifh nature, that I think every happinefs which 
is not participated ofj fiar-firOifi ifejt^sfaflory ; I will 
copy it for you, and likewife publifh it, to com- 
n^unicate to fuch as generoufly intereft them- 
^Glv^^ii;i^y fjatej, 4{he agiie^^le )iiHeHige»0€^ ihit 
ihe wuib^r pf thpfp wk9 fyn^libife in jny ^psA 

di&reflei^ 
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diftreflesy and honour me -with their beoB^volent 
wiflies, are daily increaiing.— But I wi;U no longer 
detain you from the letter itfelf ; which if you 
.read with half the fJleafure Ldid, you will enjoy 

;aii ennahle mental treat* 

« 

*« Dear Madam, 

*^Ihave juft iinifhed the penjfal of what you 
•^tnodeftly call * Ao Apology for your Life.-' It 
** mighty indeed, be received ,as an apology for»a 
^^ much more blameatiie life than your^. Never 
**.-have I met with any hiftory fo affefting^ If 
^^/uch an account of perfecuted innocence had 
^< been|[ivven to the world as a romance, I ihould 
"** have been aftonifhed at the author's going fo 
'< far beyond . aU .probability ; and have faid, that 
** he prefumed too much on the credulity, of 
^< mankind : ^but you have convinced us, that the 
<^ utmoft ilretcii of invention has hitherto falkn 
^' flkort of reality* 

^Sut, oh tdiott amiable fufferer ! fay not tthou 
^ haft no friend to fliare thy forrows, or rejoice 
•** ifn thy deliverance !! Every benevolent fpirit is 
'^^ interefted in thy fate;,t^iey feel for thy di^ 
"treflbs, and will fhare tfiy joy, ^^uld heaven 

L 5 " agaia^ 
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«* again fmile on thee ; as, I rruft, it will : that 
** all-gracious Being, who faved thee in the dread- 
" ful moment of defpair, will never quite forfake 
** thee. Haft thou not fed the widow and the 
" orphan ? Haft thou not given bread to thofe 
*^ whofe brows are now encircled with coronets, 
"when their own parents could not give it 
" them ? They may forget, but God will never 
*^ forget it. 

*' Happy, thrice happy, /hould I be, were I in 
<* a fituatfon to aflift you : my houfe flipuldl* b» 
<* your afylum.; my tender afliduties (hould lull 
<* your heart to peace ; and your fociety fliouTd. 
" gild the remainder of ray days : but I am not 
** fo bleft : wilhes, and prayers, "are all the wealth- 
** that I poflefs : they flow from the ftncereft 
*< (ympathy, and I hope you* will accept them*. 

«< However, iliy dear Madam, a word of con- 
<• folation is fometimes of equal value with gold, 
" and that even the pooreft may beftow : permit 
" me, then, to preach a little to you* I am- not 
" one of them, who, from an eafy chair, preach 
<< patience to thofe that fit on thorns : few per^ 
«* Ions have drank more largely of the cup of 
*< forrow than nryfelf: aflSidtion hath long ago 
*' fubdueJ nvy cheek ; "but, I thank God, it. h;ith 

•*not. 
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*^' not yet taken in my mind : when misfortune 
** hath; in various ihapes, affailed me, an im- 
** plicit refignation to the divine will, has ma^e 
** all calm within ; and hope, celeftial comfor- 
** ter ! that only ftyptic for a bleeding heart, 
" hath ftill fuftained me : had I not tl^at fup- 
" port, I fliould, at this paoment, fink upder the 
*« heavieft preffure of anxiety,- that the feelings 
** of an aiFedlionate wife and mother can cx.- 
*« cite. 

^*^ Let me, therefore, intredt you, though the 
** meafure of your calamity feems to be greater 
^* than ever was heaped on any individual, not 
*^ to forget that the hand which hath wounded, 
*Ms mighty alfo, to heal : that the fame power 
" which hath fo long permitted you to Ke thfe 
** vidlim of wickad,. fordid, and unfeeling, fouls, 
" can, in a moment, raife you up friends and 
*^ protestors, among the great, the generous, a ud 
" the juft. Happy difpenfers of the bounty of 
** heaven ! were I capable of envy^ you alone 
" would be the object of it* 

^^ I hope, dear Madam, you will excufe this 
"great liberty, taken by a perfou wlio is fome 
<* years older than yourfelf, and is moft unfeign- 

" edly 

** Your Friend, 
L 6 « P. S. 
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^* P. S, Should the agreeable change in your 
** cif cumftances, whidi I hope for, t^ke place, I 
^* beg the favour of you to let it be mentioned 
** in the General Evening Pcft, with rfie place of 
'^^ your abode. I know not what apology to make 
"^ for this requeft ; but for want of knowing 
^* Where to addrefs you, I muft fend this letter to 
^*Mr, Bell, who, I hope, will transit it to 
^ you. 

« The 2ift of April, 1785." 

I could add many other letters of the fame na- 
ture to this ; but I fear I have already tried your 
patience too far. I fhall therefore conclude with 
giving you a fpecimen or two of my poetical ta- 
lents. The firft is my Jirji eflay ; and, confecjuent- 
ly, I hope you will fpare me, if it be not equal to 
your expeflations. It will be neceflary to premife, 
that the gentleman who infpired them, (and in 
doing this he has almoft worked a miracle) is one 
of thofe preachers who teach the moft lenient doc- 
trines and endeavour to convert by perfuafions, 
not anathemas. 

Upon hearing the Reverend Mr. Archer's Dif- 

courfe in Advent on the following text : — I bear 

a void 
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a voice in the defarty fayingy Prepare the "VJayfor 
the Lord* 

While thy fweet mii» nittQiiiK^ (i^UthMviUiie« 
We feel our God in his difciple fhlhe. 
J'coceeciy grt^it Sifr^ inrmoderation''s plan. 
To ferve thy Maker by reclaiming man : 
Thy lenient words transfixes in the 'heart. 
Thou firft of ^rfib^f / for we ^/r/i the </tfr/. 

Xike all dabblers in jrhime, I could not flop 
here ; but I lately wrote the following lines to the 
Reverend Mr. Wharton, with the Reverend Mr* 
Filling's anfwer to his pamphlet. 

WlMitop ! fremtt^^lelufive^ireaav 

S.etum Jiuito thy Qod : 
Attentive read this blefied fcheme. 
Or dread th' avenging rod. 

^Ulingt well vers-d in ChriftianioijB, 

Appears — and mufl confound thee j 

Mas prov'd thy chaff, given iw true vre j 

fi«^0/j»*— iiewiU not'WDundiihfle. ' ■.: 

' > >■ ' 
Fair reafon with conviction fperfks, > 

He pours in balin to heal -thee <$ 

Thy wand gf fophiftry he ht6ai(s> 

But wiflies to Tfltrieve thee* 

In Piety^'s ^«et garb iie comes. 

And brings ithee trqths danva&i 
Votary of God I it well becomes 

In fuch a caufe to ihine. 

Weak 
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Weik fuperftition hides her heady- 
Even falfehood now is daunted j 

Fair orthodox is in their ftead,— 
Oh- (hame! what thou haft wanted* 

To thefe fermit me to add a meditation iix profe^ 
and then I will, have done. 

REFLECTIONS ON MY PILLOW. 

Atthisfolemn hour of night, when all is huflied * 
and undifturbed by the paft bufinefs of the day, 
thought has liberty to revolve, look into every re- 
cefs of the mental faculties, and expatiate at large. 
Gan there be matter for greater contemplation, 
than when we think of that great, that important 
delegated trufl committed to our care by the all- 
fiipreme I. A M. A truil too often negledled for 
levity and folly, bringing on fin and death : when 
the grave, the fea, fhallgive uptheii: dead; and 
that tremendous hour arrive, when we are fum- 
jnoned to appear before him, the Son of God, who 
fufFered for our fios, whofe precious blood was our 
propitiation, what can the fon« and daughters of 
riot fay ? anfwer me, you thoughtlefs. Alas ! I 
rnuft alfo anfwer. Say, do we not hold mankind 
in deteftation that defpife and ungratefully treat a^ 
friend, fince 'tis a general maxim, calkaman un- 
grateful, 
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grateful, you call him every thing bafe by treating 
ill a worldly friend ; what fhall we fay to our beft 
of friends^ the Redeemer of mankind, when with 
flri£l:eft truth he, may alledge — ".Look on thofe 
hands, tholfe feet, this fidb, my brow, erownei 
with the pricking thorn, the contempt I bore for 
you. Gould you: not think> when you gave way 
to pl^afures falfe in themfelves, to fenfuality, ava«» 
rice, hardhefs of heart to your brother, that cata* 
logue of fins the Prince of Darknefs fpread over 
the world, enemy to God and man; I fay, could 
you not think you crucified me anew, or did you 
feel the archangek, angek^ chenlbimsj^ and fera«- 
phims, who are continually iii proftrate adoratdoii 
before the throne of God, their forrows for their: 
brethren of the. earth drawing^on them wrath di- 
vine. Was you n©t entrufted with a foul, the 
fpirit. of ever-living life, which never can be anni- 
hilated? When its covering of earth fliall moulder 
to its natural duft, where was that care required of 
you to render It unpolluted to the divine hand that 
gave it ?'* 

How have you applied-, how hid your talent 
under a bufliel ; how fliall we bear that terrible- 
fentence, go you children of the devil into even- 
lafting torments prepared for his angels. Drea^ 

f 1*1 



iul icutence, jrct a ray of hqpe runs thro' .my 
itpibxQ ; the knient hand, the balm vof comfort ik 
Jheld out to us | we are aflured a timely rqpen- 
lanoe may reconcile us to the lather-of all mercy, 
and that tliere is com^paffion for the weaknefis 
and fradlty c^ mankind ; and joy in the regions of 
tteatitude and blifs, amongft the heavenly powers, 
xm the retusco of a repentant dinner. At this hour 
^ nighty at all hours,, jgrant it^ toh heavenly 
Fathor^ tindie (name of thy only Son^the immaculate 
Smanuel* Thou >haft promifed it to us> that when 
£anec-s fr^m their hearts ihall repent thou wilt 

haa ais, an4grant us nooFcy ! may ad! merit th^t- 
ncacy^ as wtU as lihy ponitent faryant 

Cj« a* »•; 

Jf. S. By the aboye, do notfuppofe me He be 
a difciple of Madam Gynon ; but ^>elieve me when 
I aflure youj I am by no means a vrjBonary, and 
am not partial to thofe who are. The above lady 
was a fedlary, and involved die juflly celebrated 
"Bilhop of Cambray, (author of the admired Tele- 
machus) by her abfurdities, which occafloned his 

* 

-dtfgrace, <foom^is ^ivritiaga ftr^atife in her defence. 
Her co]rfeffi)r (wtiafe name { carniot now i^ecol- 
ie£l) 1}ne brought into ynany db&greeabJe iitua - 
^ioiis, the latter wifely tdifcadrded J;ier and her vi- 
fions as foon as poi&ble. 

LET- 
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^ O^KigMy flattered as I^have^been'by ihe pub- 
lic, as wefllas '.your kidiilgent felf, I think it my 
/duty to finifh ^Vith that Sincerity I 'have always 
atdopted, and made my 'boaft. 1 therefore will 
add, as the Work, through 'the favour of the pub- 
lic, is preparing for a fourth Edition^ a conclulKve 
"Letter, which will, I think (urilefs any thing very 
material caufes me to xefume my jpen) for ever 
end- my writing relative to uiyfelf. 

I acquainted you, Madam, in my laft, that 
my profpecSt of happinefs, which could alone re- 
Tult from the amme'ndment of my pecuniary 
affairs, began to brighten, and promife me a more 
unclouded iky, than I had for a long time en-* 
joyjBjd. But how ridiculous is hopeit misfortune 
and diftrefs, notwithftanding the tcanfient glean^ 
ftUljpudTue me; and to which, a very fevere 111- 
nefs lias made no inconfiderable addition. Nor 
Tiave frefli difappointments been wanting to make^ 
up the ta3e« That which I am about to relate, 
will ;ippear to yon^ I am perfu.aded, as extraordi- 
nary*' as any .that 1 have hitherto informed ypu 

Some 
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Some time before my benefit, word was fent mr 
up, that a ftranger wiftied to fpeak with me. 
Upon his introdudlion, he told rae that his name 
was Fmdon, that he 'lived at Newhigtoii, fn 
Surry, and that he was deputed by James Walker 
Efq; of Juana St. Elizabeth, in the Ifland of Ja- 
maica, to call on me relative to a very eonfidei:- 
able fum, which that gentleman had loft to my 
late fon Colonel Metham. He, at the fame time, 
aflured me that Mr, Walker,, with uncommoQi. 
honour, poflefled great opulence, the fum he was 
thus indebted to my late fon, fliould be fent me 
as fooa as poffible, if I ftood in need of it. You 
may be.afiured I did not heCtate.to make known 
to him that I really had occafion for it; and 
elated at the pleafing profpe£k, and charmed with 
fuch unexampled honour and gejierofity, I expref* 
fed my thanks in the moft fervent manner. How^ 
ever^ not thinking what^ I had foid to.my vifitor 
Tu£cient„ I afterwards wrote to that gentleman ; 
but was informed that he was gone the fame day 
* to Jamaica, and had taken my letter to Mr« 
Walker. But fihce that time, though many 
months have elapfed^ I have received no anfwer, 
nor heard any thing mor<e of this extraordmary 
affair« 

' 'My 
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My !fe$ftefit,;tlK)Ugh attended with yery con- 
fiderd:h|e;.exp(5nces, was infinitely more lucrative 
than •JDp^: jiidft^ The moft 

briUistftf: ahd :vSStt<^^ aflemblage of greatnefs, 
beaut»v.^?iiL4f .ffdodjiefs, graced the boxes. And 
as I.^fi&^V/b«en'-toidi that it would be abfolutdy 
neGe^jyf9^i^fei;'t9 appear, if but to exprefs my 
thankfe-.^fibl'w^^ I was emaciated, and 

depr6j9[fe'd' JbyCi* JY^ry fevere indifpofition, I chofe 
'^ *^" ' ..e56p0le7ii»y incapacity, than to be fuppo- 
of feigratitude. 
X'atesj; tb whom I am doubly obliged^ 
-in I3ie Duchefs of Braeanza ; and never 
advianl^ge. And I can truly fay, frer 
rQ<^jm<^^ more real fatisfaftion than I 

cvel^J^/lficfe^ptible of, for any applaufe beflfowed 
'djpd&^0;fTej^i^^ Indeed the performers in general 
" (part^^i^; Mn Smith) drew forth all their 
]50'^S^$^ .ip: ij!^^^ The beautiful Mifs Farren 

fpofa*^ an.., o.ccafk)jial Epilogue^ written by Mn 
Bicj^i^iytrij^iiei.: "which I was reprefented as a female 
Befiff^tttSp Ttiat Lady exerted herfelf fo greatly 
wpiix?.tfi^,.OG6afion, that my apprehenfioas were 
'n^^^1}'*1[ittlpi.inp»eafed thereby. And as I was 




^ l^fehind the curtain, I would with pleaftire 
h^'.\feUn^uiihed all thd emoluments refulting 




»•.• . 
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irojn my beaefit;,..e0j^l .thjenj^ave JieeB exoxifed 
frQm.niakii:^ jnj a^pjpearaujce^ 

Thus agitated, .the rurtain ,drew up; when, 
.though fcatcely able to widk, J advanced, w/A ^« 
imentlon^Xo exprofs my heartTfelt gratitude,; bjBt 
uuhftpily I /Quud.xnyfelf incapable of aTticmliatiqg. 
the words! purpofed to make ufe jaf. And to 
ixLcha degree of ieafibility was J acSliiated, ^^^ 
I jftiould cectaittly have fallen iipoo the laogtps^ had 
jaot the amiable Girl, who had juft fpoken. the in- 
troduftory addrefs, fupported me till I got off the 
rftage; when I fell down fenfelefs. i . : ;. ' . ' 

I have often thought, that gratitude is by' much 
the ftroqgeft paffiou a fufceptible mitid can feeL 
It flrikes deeper in the foul than vanity or even: 
love. Thefe are tranfient; hut from the heart, 
where gratitude takes its root, it can never he 
cxadicatedt To what an infinite degree, there- 
fore, muft I be affeiSked, to fee the <noi3: - eixiineat 
ladies in the .kingdom; eminent fortheu* virtues 
as rwsll as their titles and fortunes^ ftand forth 
the avov^ed patroaei&s cjf fuch a diitreiTeigi^ I 
.might lay, c^ppreffed .beij^g as -my irifignificant 
felf. It wa^ t©o great a happinefs, much tsod^gjeat, 
even for iufea>fihility itfelf to bearj and ;I fiudc 
ttuder the ^ejght^ 

I now 



G. iOi B E L L A 1* f . ^$f 

I: nvw^'6»m^mjf€iienM^tk>'^{dx!^ the debr» 
I bad ne^vtj" contraiEhRk And entertaining^ no 
imtmer o£ dou^t bm tfeir I t^o/^W foom hear 
fiom JiMwai6»y I' paid: fome tbat had! be^. off l<«igeir 
ftandtng, and gave fre(h fecutttie«< to otfiers^ ^hofor 
indig^tic^ aixdi paft liirtityv ha* a; clftiwp upon my*. 
gratitmfe and every honeft fenfatlem 

TBtw yt5u fte, Madiatff, that notwitM^tffdihgf 
alt the experience* r ha* f6 dfeariybt)tigttt, ffttll 
continue to be nnoft unforrunatrf^ ftiigMine^ andf^ 
the fame dApe^t^y nty c^i^kfl hav^ ev«f' Bte^n; 
aftd I tdomu^h fear fteaH' ever remain fc; 

To'add^ttt thtefe'diftrcffesi foon^ aftefrty Ifen^flir,- 
I had* rhemisforcune to fptain myangfe;" wlSyi* 
hasT bean- the means* of my htmg confiitd* ev^r 
fihx:i2 ; for endeavouring ta wait before' I' had" 
gained'^ftjfflcienV fhHsngthy V fdl^ ahd^fiiHhtet^d th(> 
btttttt of thfe^fdnife^lfeg ; from wHtch), I feat; I n^- 
ver lha!l- Be able t& walk' again, without? aflltt- 
attce. 

Thefe accidfent^, hoWever,' Ihbpe wilf cbhcludfe' 
my mirfArttmci? ;- as P hiave the* honour and' hap- 
pinefs* o# Hfeing'- upmi^ the- lift of her Grace of 
li>evefnflfti^s- penfioneifs. TKfe arrival' of my fori' 
{rdtti Indta has liJfewift greatly adxled* t6 my fe- 
licity,' ae thie cdtttibuance of hi^ affeftion*, and the*^ 

prefer vat ion 
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prefcrvation af Kis health, was the fummit of mfy 
wifhes. His prefent dtuation will not indeed 
permit kirn to extricate me from the :debts, with 
which I am encumbered; but he has fettled a 
yearly income upon me. And were not thofe 
incumbrances a great abatement to my happinefs, 
1 fhould think myfelf bleft in the patronage of 
one of the firft of women, and the afiedtion of 
the beft crf'fons, though bereft of health, .and de* 
fffived of my favourite amufement. 
. Among the numerous letters that I have r^ 
ceived from unknown correfpondents, fmce the 
publication of my apolegy, I cannot forbear gi- 
ving you the contents of one, the fingularity of 
which, I own, much furprized me. Two gentle- 
men called at my lodgings, one evening, and left 
a letter^ with a particular injunction that it 
Ihould be delivered into my own hand. - Upon 
opening it, I found only thefe few words, God 
/or ever blefs you. Some company, who happened 
to be, with me at the time, feemed to think, that 
fomething more was intended by it, than merely^ 
to convey me a bleffing, and advifed me to men- 
tion it in one of the morning prints, but couched 
in fuch terms as that the writer alone might un- 
djBriland the purport of it* ^ This I accordingly 

did ; 
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-fiid J but as I heard no more of it, I fuppofe it 
came from a perfon, whofe time hanging heavy 
on his hands, ^wiflied to divert himfelf by awake* 
niog my curiofity. 

I likewife wrote to Jamaica ; but as I have re- 
ceived no anfwer, muft fuppofe the intelligence 
I received from ithe vifitor mentioned an the be- 
ginning of ray Letter to be of the fame nature* 
But I am at a lofs, whon I refledk upon the circum- 
Ibmce, to conceive what the gentleman's induce- 
ment for thus leading an unfortunate individual 
into a fooFs paradife, could be. 

When the notes I had lately -given became 
due, as it was not in my power to difcharge 
them, I prefumed to write to the gentleman, who, 
as I told you in a former Letter, with a donatioa 
he fent me, likewife fent me word to call upon 
his purfe on any future occafion, I certainly 
could .mean no farther to intrude upon thofe ge- 
nerous feelings I had fo recently experienced, 
than for a temporary relief, until by oeconomy 
I ihould be enabled to repay what he might be 
induced by his humanity to lend me. I, how- 
ever, received no anfwer to my letter. As his 
former liberality had been quite unfolicited^ I 
imagined this filence might proceed from his not 

being 
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bni^ at home. Thi« tifiduidid* me' to v^itr ngaii^^ ^ 
bw with ncr better ftic^eft* 

Iilhw« thus, my dek«: Nfad^i^, given* ybtt a ccW- 
tinuation of the moft material' itici^isiitRr that^ 
bapf)ened to mr finer tbedate^ of iny kft'Let^tei*; 
am^'bj dmnn ydu will fee, that m^ lift AitI ciAiv- 
timies' to^ be^ chequered ; that fometsme^ fintune ' 
feeais to be - in gcbd^^huoitottr witit mey and^ iiscmisfs 
her- fevoursupon mey and at^ the fame t^e^, th^t 
drfep^inttnent^ xtioHb Itoely ftrcceetf ; But a« tfite* 
&Me Ihdy Ha^ not t^alfy d^fetttjd irte, I ai^ not 
without hopes, ' if I cdn be' irt^ige* with titiie; ' 
of being ;M^' xoVdiWf t^* e»xo^erat<3 my felf frdb 
thofe pecuniary engagement-s which lie fo hea^y 
upiMltnvyrminiJr 

Biy W9y oB corndttfion, I feiid yoti a cdpy of 
a poetibab addrefs* to hfet^ Grace oi Ddvbnfhirc; 
Though very uwet[ud^ to' thb talfc^ I have ven- 
tni^d- to eipl^s my griitStude, which, like the 
WidbW^s nlitfe, I hope* will bb' accepted. 

Lines hnmbfy AMreJfed tr her Grade the Duchrfs' 

of Dwmjhire. 

What tribute can the Mufes bring;, 

Ot^hbwatten^pr hef pt-aife to fmg, 

Tth^fanaRAVof vvhcift^'hi^ pf#fd'nafRe» 

Confers on bards their greateft fame ? 

CouM 
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Could I with faithfvd peilctf traoe. 

That graceful mein, that lovdy fa«y 

Thofe eyes which flied celefHal rays, 

A thoufand bards wopld claim the praife. 

Of Devon, all the tunefut Nine 

Have fung, in ftralns, like her divine. 

Or pred by gratitude, fnppoie 

I praife a mind that conflam g]o>\!s 

With ali that's *tvife, that's great ^ and gosdy 

The real wealth of noble blood \ 

Wherecan a nobder current gUdei, 

Spencer, and MarlbVougb feeds the tide. 

Arid Poynts *, who taught the way to fame ; 

AnA ikimpt-w4th fakftce Wimam'fr naln«« 

ThsHatioil&'wItb one voite would fay. 

Thus I praife Devon every day. 

What /hall I do, or how impart ^^ ,..^ 

Fteclihgs, which overflow my heart ; '^ ^ t^ t 

7?fiefpnngi8warm^- but words are weak! \a \, ,; ^ 
What praife ta her (hall mortal give, \ , "^J^.-t^ ,S'^ 
Who, like an angel, bidr me live 5 *. 

She, %ho like heaven o'er my head, .''•^rf»— ' 

Her beams apoa the:e«Bnhte^>^ 

OCa long day } ^l)oie.(lDrmS|^.aI$», 

Oft ihook the-fand within my glafs. 

Yet ilill be mine to praife the morn 

That fees another Dtrvorf born; • ' 

Where, as within an infant rofe, 

A matchlefs mother's beauty glows ; 



• Mr, Poynts was preceptor to the late Duke of Cumberland, and 
ather to the Countefs Dowager of Spencer. 

vot. T, M ' Or 
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Or a young Marlborough, jn whofe eye, x>^*^ ******* 

His great forfathcf s flame I fpy. /^ ' ^ 

Heroes and ftatefmcn are the fruit, f ^ 

That fprlng from fuch a nohic root J i _ /j % 

Thus time for many an age (hall trace^ j? * ' ■-* f^A. • 

The blooming wonders of that face J '> 

And unborn heroes fpring from thee, * / 

Their country *s guardian,* God's to be. * '^^-.y 

I thought to have concluded with the foregoing 
lines, and with tolerable chearfulnefs ; but that 
fickle dame I juft now mentioned, will not fuffer 
me to do fo, 1 am unhappily forced to add, that 
the attorney who undertook, with Mr. Batten> 
the )oml friendly bill before the Barons of Exche- 
quer, in order to obtain permiffion for Mr. Wood- 
ward to fell out the ilock his brother had left hhn^ 
has fent me in his 1>ill, which amounts to forty 
three pounds thirteen fhillings, and one penny* 
What I fhall do I know not. If he has not li^nity, 
the Lord have mercy upon me. But as he is a 
generous and opulent man, I hope he will give me 
time ; more particularly, as he muft feel the de- 
ception that occafioned our ill fuccei^* 

t' I N I S. 
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